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July 2025 

W O R S H I P &  
E D U C A T I O N  

C A L E N D A R 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:   

10:00 a.m. In-person and 
Livestream Worship Service  

www.wpcspi.org 

FAITH FORMATION: 
9:45 a.m. Nursery   

Children Birth – Age 3   

10:15 a.m. Summer Sunday School  
following Children’s Sermon 

Children Pre-K - Grade 5 

11:15 a.m. Summer Adult Ed Forum 

 
July 6 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 Psalm 30; 2 Kings 5:1-14 
Rev. Sarah Bishop 

Privilege of Being Heard 

July 13 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
Deuteronomy 30:9-20, Luke 10:25-37 

Co-Pastor Candidate 
The Road to Life 

July 20 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Romans 12:1-13; Psalm 51 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP  
Mutual Affection 

July 27 
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Hosea 1:2-10; Luke 11:1-13 
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 

Understanding Tenacity 

Sermon manuscripts are located in the West 
Narthex and online at www.wpcspi.org.  

 
 

2025 YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO ASHEVILLE, NC  
JULY 12-19  
Love one another with mutual affection,  
outdo one another in showing honor. Romans 12:10  
On Sunday, July 6, twelve youth and ten adult mentors will be 
commissioned for their Asheville, NC Mission Trip. Working 
with Asheville Youth Mission, the team will provide Hurricane 
Helene clean-up with rural NC PC(USA) churches, serve meals to 
those who continue to be displaced, homeless and hungry communities, tend 
community gardens, organize supplies, and provide manual labor, as requested! 
The team will report and lead worship Sunday, July 20.  Participants are: 

This year the youth raised $13,336 toward their mission trip in donations and 
proceeds from fundraisers: $2,870 at Eggtastic Breakfast, $7,026 at Trivia Night, 
and $3,440 for Car Wash/Bake Sale.  Additionally, $845.20 was received from the 
Pentecost Offering. 

2025 STEADFAST NEIGHBOR SERVICE WEEK – JUNE 23-27  
Projects included power washing, painting, construction, and 
landscaping. See page five for photos and summary of 
accomplishments.  Thank you to the team led by Dr. Todd Knox, who 
made all this possible.  Participating members are listed below. 
 

 

YOUTH: 
William Affrunti 
Taryn Barnett 
Braden Barton 
Sam Batterman 
Gwen Bennet 
Juliet Boutelle 

 
Aerwyna Eastvold 
Juliana Eastvold 
Liam Kiszely 
Maria Lafrenz 
James Maeda 
Macklin Metzger 

ADULTS: 
Rev. Sarah Bishop 
Mary Ray  
Andrew Affrunti 
Tad Allen 
Greg Boutelle 
Cathy Brower 
 

 
Susan Day 
Kyle Duffy 
Dave Leonatti 
Val Leonatti 

  

MINISTRY PARTNERS 
Julie Barton 
Mary Bishop 
Linda Cox 
Susan & Scott Day 
Barry Denham 
Adam Ekstedt 
Erin Ekstedt 
Bud Green 
Noah Green 
Vonnie Hinesley 
Georgina Hudspeth 
Elliot Huston 
Nancy Huston 
Jay Kennerly 
Peter Kieffer 
Tim Kluge 
Judy & Todd Knox 
Richard Leary 
Camille Massey 
Lynn McMenamin 
Mary Caroline Mitchell 
 

 
Doug Nelson 
Tom Owen 
Debbie & Jim Parker 
Lauren Pierce 
Christy Pound 
Brian Richardson 
Julie Robbs 
Diane Rutledge 
Andy & Karen Sherrick 
Lucy & John Stafford 
Brad Steller 
Mike Sundquist 
Brad & Carolyn   
    Swanson 
Jeanne & Pete 
    Van Gieson 
Jess Weitzel 
Brinton Wilkey 
Steve Vollmer 
Cathy Yokley  
Sarah & Bob Zerfas 

NEIGHBOR PARTNER 
Bill Steele  
HOSPITALITY TEAM 
Lucy Bassett 
Judy Boutelle 
Melanie Green 
Al Hymans 
Pat Hymans 
Marci Irvine 
Trudy Nelson 
Kelly Robertson 
STAFF PARTNERS 
Jennie Alt 
Braden Barton 
Rev. Sarah Bishop 
Rev. Jerry Boutelle 
James Capler 
Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Mary Ray 
Dale Rogers 
Krista Steller 
Gary Warnick 

http://www.wpcspi.org/
http://www.wpcspi.org/


 FROM THE PASTOR by Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Good fences make good neighbors – Mending Wall by Robert Frost 

Since we began the Steadfast Neighbor Service Week in 2020, 
it has been our practice to give awards to the ministry partners 
at the end of the week.  This year I received the “It Won’t Be 
the Same Without You” award, yet one more reminder that my 
time as your pastor is nearing an end.  I shall miss you and the 
privilege of leading this congregation more than you know.  
It seems like yesterday we were painting the white picket fence 
at the corner of Walnut and Edwards, which we repainted this 
year. Some of us remember worshiping outside on 
Westminster’s front lawn in 2020 during the pandemic across 
the street from that white picket fence as we dedicated the 
Steadfast Neighbor Endeavor.  I shared a picture and poem our 
son Paul wrote in the fifth grade. The photo, taken when he 
was a toddler, is of Peter and his dad at our Clayton home doing 
a high five in front of our white picket fence and the gate they 
successfully installed to protect our adventurous two-year-old 
from wandering into a busy street, with grandfather’s flagpole 
in the background. Paul wrote this to describe the picture.  

A white picket fence stands sturdy, 
My father and grandfather rejoice! 
My mother meets me in the eye from the  
 sideline of the project, 
A flag from my great-grandfather blows 
 in the strong wind, 
My fence is held by a sturdy hinge... 
this picture reminds me, 
of the four generations, 
the flag, my grandfather, my father, 
and the white picket fence that stood so sturdy.  
Today we rejoice as we meet one another’s eyes from the 
sideline of this year’s service week projects because we trust 
Westminster will stand sturdy within this beautiful 
neighborhood to proclaim, with the psalmist, God’s steadfast 
love and faithfulness to all generations and that for generations 
to come, members and neighbors will work side by side across 
sturdy picket fences to create healthy boundaries with respect 
and affection.  

Our prayer, with the Apostle Paul, is that we never grow weary 
of doing what is right, that we work for the good of all 
whenever we have the opportunity, and that we do not use our 
freedom in Christ as an opportunity for self-indulgence.  Our 
prayer is that for generations to come, we will answer the call 
from the One whose steadfast love holds life and the world 
together, the call to be faithful and steadfast in loving our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.   
 

MUSIC NOTES BY DALE T. ROGERS                                          
SUMMER CHOIR 
The Westminster Summer Choir will meet on Thursday, July 10 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Music Room to prepare for the 10:00 a.m. 
service on Sunday, July 13. In August, the Summer Choir will 
meet on Thursday, August 21 at 7:00 p.m. to prepare for 
Sunday, August 24.  If you have considered joining the choir, 
this is a great time to give it a try.   
SPECIAL MUSIC FOR JULY will be Lyle VanDeventer, on July 6; 
the Westminster Summer Choir on July 13; Youth Mission Team 
on July 20; and Kelly Bassett on July 27. Linda Andrews will be 
the organist for July 20 and 27. 

SUMMER ADULT ED FORUM PRESENTS   
GEOPOLITICS OF THE WORLD TODAY 
On Sunday, July 27, Dr. Roy Wehrle will present the second of 
three presentations entitled “Global Money and Trade, US 
Foreign Policy and How Elected Democracies become 
Autocracies.”  The forum meets at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall. 

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP 
The Apostles’ Read Library Book Group meets Tuesday, July 22 
from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the Ziegler Library to discuss The 
Growing Season by Sarah Frey.  New members are always 
welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.  

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY 
Westminster honored our high school graduates and included 
the accomplishments of all our graduates in the June 1 bulletin.  
Alina Vogler, Matthew Hibbert and Lilliana Kennerly are 
pictured below with Dr. Kieffer.  Westminster’s Education 
Leadership were also recognized for their service.  As we 
transition in the Westminster Cooperative Preschool leadership 
by expanding Meleah Berkowitz’ position, we honored Emily 
Rowley, who has served as Director/Teacher for a decade.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH OFFICERS 
The 2025 Nominating Committee is now receiving 
nominations for positions of leadership at Westminster.   
ELDER, DEACON, AND STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE (CLASS 
OF 2028), NOMINATING COMMITTEE (CLASS OF 2026) 

Nominations may be placed in the offering plate, emailed 
to the committee chair, Dr. Michael Nenaber, at 
m.nenaber@comcast.net, or placed in the Nominating 
Committee’s mailbox on the wall in the West Narthex by 
the Edwards Street doors.   Please complete it by August 
10, 2025.  Nominees will be presented for election at a 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 12, 2025.  

2025 Nominating Committee: Dr. Michael Nenaber 
(Chair), Sam Batterman, Mal Hildebrand, Brad Steller, 
Carolyn Swanson, Julie Sundquist, and Bernie Wiseman 
 

mailto:m.nenaber@comcast.net


CHILDREN’S MINISTRY by Meleah & Aaron Berkowitz 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – Compassion Camp 
Thank you to our incredible leadership team of 27 youth and 
adults, we welcomed 44 children to VBS.   
MONDAY’S LESSON:  Shelter – Jesus Heals the Paralyzed Man 
(Mark 2:1-12)  
TUESDAY’S LESSON: Food – Jesus Feeds 5,000+ People 
(John 6:1-14) 
WEDNESDAY’S LESSON: Water – Jesus Meets the Woman at the  
Well (John 4:1-26)  
THURSDAY’S LESSON: Air  – Pentecost (Acts 2:1-13) 
FRIDAY’S LESSON: Community – Lydia Hosts Paul and Timothy 
(Acts 16:11-15) 

MISSION: School Supply Drive for Camp Compass thank you to 
all who donated.  We delivered a trunk load.   

THANK YOU TO OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM:  
Director and Assembly Leader: Dr. Aaron Berkowitz   
Registrar: Pat Roller, Cheryl White 
Bible Story and Drama Team: Rev. Sarah Bishop, Charlotte and 
William Affrunti, Abigail Eldridge, Sophia Llosa 
Art/Crafts: JoAnn Berkowitz  Games: Isaac and Ethan Alt, 
Aerwyna Eastvold 
Music: Meleah Berkowitz   Snack: Pat Hymans   Decorations: Al 
Hymans  
Camp Counselors: Kathy Bacon, Lucy Bassett, Dee Dee Duffy, 
Juliana Eastvold, Connor Hill, Liliana and Nora Kennerly, Jay 
Kennerly, Val Leonatti, Camille Massey, Charity Romero, Julie 
Sundquist 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELEVENTH ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH COOKOUT ON MAY 31  
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED AND RECOGNIZED JUNE 22 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Membership 
Committee welcomed 
120 members at the 
Kieffer home for the 
Eleventh Annual All- 
Church Cookout.   
Special thanks to Keith 
and Carolyn Beatty, Dr. 
Todd and Angie Lafrenz, 
and Dr. Phil and Pat 
Wheat who provided 
boat rides and to Baker 
Symes who provided 
special music.     

Cameron Michael Hudgins joined by Profession of 
Faith and the Sacrament of Baptism. Cameron is a 
full-time student at Lincoln Land Community 
College pursuing an associate’s degree with an 
English emphasis and works part-time in the Lincoln 
Land Biology Department.  Cameron is also a 
graduate from the Midwest Technical Institute with 
a Journeyman Welder II Degree. He is the oldest of 
three boys. Cameron’s sponsor is Dr. Aaron 
Berkowitz. 
 
Andrew Affrunti joined by Affirmation of Faith. 
Andrew is a graduate of the Southern Illinois 
University School of Law and currently serves as 
Montgomery County’s State’s Attorney.  He grew 
up in the Roman Catholic Church and has attended 
Westminster for several years with his wife Dana 
and their three children William, Charlotte and 
Nathan.  Andrew has served on the 2023 and 2024 
Youth Mission Trip and will be a part of the team 
again in 2025. Andrew’s sponsor is Dana Affrunti.    
 



 

 

 

SIXTH ANNUAL STEADFAST NEIGHBOR SERVICE WEEK  

 

 

The Sixth Annual Steadfast Neighbor Service Week Team of sixty-five ministry partners including staff and one neighbor completed 31 projects at 
18 homes, including our Little Pantry, the youth room, and 13 flowerpots given to participating neighbors.  Six Crews (led by able captains Tim 
Kluge, Tom Owen, Julie Robbs, Dale Rogers, Pete Van Gieson, and Gary Warnick) worked diligently during the mornings and were all well-
nourished with fabulous lunches served by Pat Hymans’ Hospitality Team. Projects included power washing, painting, construction, and landscape. 

 



PARISH LIFE NEWS by Dr. Kieffer 
MISSION AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
HUNGER ACTION TEAM  
MONTHLY HELPING HANDS MEALS 
 

Westminster members 
prepare sandwich bags 
for 70 community 
members served by 
Helping Hands on the 
Second Friday and a 
hot meal for 70 on the 
Fourth Wednesday. 

Thank you to Keith 
Hamilton, Judy 
Huston, Becky Martin, 
Judy Prillaman, and 
Krista Steller, for 
preparing 70 bagged 
lunches on June 13.   

 

Mary Ray and Pat Hymans 
are pictured preparing the 
hot heal for 70 on May 30.  

In June, an anonymous 
group prepared the hot 
meal (denying Dr. Kieffer 
the joy of taking their 
photo).   

 

WESTMINSTER’S LITTLE PANTRY - 
Thanks to those who continue 
stocking our neighborhood micro 
pantry on the grounds of Graham 
Elementary. The Little Pantry and 
Library (Will Hovey’s 2024 Eagle 
Scout Project) were freshly painted 
during Steadfast Neighbor Service 
Week. 

GIVE-A-MEAL-A-MONTH JULY MENU 
Canned Spaghetti or Pasta Meal, Peas, Canned Fruit in 
Juice/Water, Rice Mixes or Instant Rice High-Demand Items: 
personal hygiene products, shampoo, conditioner, diapers & 
wipes size 3 & up, granola / nutri-grain / breakfast bars, 
individual cereal packs, soap. 
Thank you to Ed Caupert, Jim Rigney, Mike Sundquist, 
Bernie Wiseman, who deliver the meals monthly to Central 
Illinois Food Bank. 

CONTACT MINISTRIES BACKPACK COLLECTION 
THROUGH SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 
Once again, WPC will partner in ministry 
with Contact Ministries through a backpack 
collection.  This year’s backpacks will be 
filled with school supplies and distributed to 
the children served by Contact Ministries in 
August.  We will collect backpacks through Sunday, August 
10. Last year, we collected 192 backpacks! Please drop your 
donated backpacks in the basket located in the West 
Narthex. 

 
ENDOWMENT MISSION GRANT APPLICATIONS 
The Mission and Community Service Committee will meet 
July 23 at 5:30 p.m. to discuss the Heartland Continuum of 
Care. The committee will review grant applications for 
funding from Westminster’s Mission Endowment at its 
August 6 meeting.  The deadline for submission of grant 
proposals for consideration is August 3. Applications are 
available on our website on the Mission and Service page. 
Please contact Rachael Hickman, 618-946-0226 for more 
information.   

PENTECOST 
OFFERING  
Thank you to all 
who contributed to 
the Pentecost 
Offering.  A total of 
$2,113 was received 
with 40% ($845) 
supporting our 2025 
Youth Mission Trip.   
Along with Scripture readings in multiple languages - Ben 
Arnold (Bahasa Indonesia), Sophia Choi (Korean), Mervice 
Alah Abung (French), James Maeda (Japanese), Tad Allen 
brought the Pentecost flame down the center aisle for the 
opening hymn.  God’s spirit is alive and well at Westminster.   

EARTH CARE AT WESTMINSTER 
JULY EARTH CARE TIP 
Although we might enjoy relaxing outside 
during warm summertime evenings, biting 
insects, like mosquitos, can ruin our 
enjoyment of God's creation.  Mosquitos 
cannot navigate or detect our scent in a breeze, so running a 
ceiling fan on the porch or box fan on the deck will keep us 
cool and unbitten without toxic sprays or lotions. 

-Dr. Peter Kieffer, Earth Care Team Chair 

  

MEALS ON WHEELS DELIVERIES  
JULY 28 – AUGUST 1 AND AUGUST 4-8 
Senior Services of Central IL to deliver food to eligible senior citizens as part of their 
Specialty Daily Bread - Meals on Wheels program. This year’s dates are July 28 – Aug 
1 and Aug 4 – 8!  You can sign up for one day, all ten days, or the number of days 
you are available to help. This service of kindness is best done in pairs and the 
expected time commitment is about an hour-and-a-half, starting between 9:00 & 
9:30 a.m. For more information and to sign up, use the QR code here.  

 

 

 



FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
KNIT 2 PURL 4 MISSION AND FELLOWSHIP gathers on Tuesdays 
at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom. Contact Mary Jo 
Jenkins at 217-622-8657.  

DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE)  
FRIDAY, JULY 18 AT 5:30 P.M.  
DMA (Don’t Mention Age) will meet Friday, July 18 at 5:30 
p.m. for a potluck and program at 6:15 p.m. Debra Kunkel, 
Wildlife Educator and owner, of Central Illinois Wildlife will 
speak on how to“Live Peacefully with our Local Wildlife.” RSVP 
with weekly email link, website, or by calling the church. 

GARY WARNICK CELEBRATES FIFTEENTH ANNIVERSARY 
On Sunday, June 29, the Personnel 
Committee recognized Gary Warnick on 
his fifteenth anniversary. Gary joined the 
Westminster staff in June 2010. He came to 
us with 25 years of experience in City 
Operations at Archer, Daniels Midland, 
Inc. Gary has a B.A. degree in agriculture 
from Illinois State University.  
We recognized Gary for fifteen years of 
service with deep gratitude for his essential role in the Steadfast 
Neighbor Service Week as we completed our sixth year. As 
Westminster’s Building and Property Manager, Gary not only 
takes excellent care of our facilities, but he is also instrumental 
in building our community and enriching our life together.   

PART-TIME CUSTODIAN TRANSITION 
We are happy to welcome Jerry McCullum 
to our part-time custodian staff.  Jerry has 
worked in maintenance and security and is 
highly recommended by a former site 
director for Boys and Girls Club.  Jerry is a 
member of Kumler United Methodist 
Church.   

Javier Velásquez’ position as part-time custodian will 
discontinue July 1 as his availability is limited with his full-time 
employment.   

NEW ADDRESS 
Kristen Duffy, 1721 W. Glenn, Springfield, IL 62704 
Kyle Duffy, 2549 S. 4th Street, Springfield, IL 62703  
Reiley Duffy, 1060 W. Balmoral #3, Chicago, IL 60640 
Annie Jaech, 540 North and South Rd, Unit 103, University 
City, MO 63130 
Laura and Eric, Maeven, Emmett, Holland, and Rowan 
O’Reilly, 140 N Edgewood, LaGrange, IL 60525  
Blythe and Peter Kieffer, 1040 North Lake Shore Drive, 30A, 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Dr. Kieffer’s temporary address: 718 South 7th Street, #1104, 
Springfield, IL 62703 
 
MAY FINANCIAL REPORT by LISA RUNKLE  
Thank you for your faithful support of the mission and ministry 
of Westminster. Income remains above budget by $5,739 at 
the end of May, while expenses are over budget by $12,406 
largely because of the timing of expenses thus far this year. 
Expenses exceed income by $6,667 year-to-date.   

WESTMINSTER NEWS   
MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS  
Dick Washburn celebrates 93 years on July 13. 
Roger Fenstermaker celebrates 93 years on July 24. 
Ruth Schmitt celebrates 96 years on July 30. 
Matt Gilmour celebrates 92 years on July 31. 

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES 
Marty and Jeff Wilday celebrated 50 years on May 24. 
Dr. Alan and Mrs. Marty Stutz celebrate 65 years on July 2. 
Dr. Tom and Mrs. Judy Lewis celebrate 64 years on July 23. 

WEDDING 
McKennah Cripe and LTJG Matthew Tungett were united in 
marriage April 26 in Westminster’s Sanctuary. Matthew is the 
son of Michelle and Mike Tungett. 
Emma Trapp and Dr. Fletcher Cox were united in marriage June 
21, 2025 in Asheville, NC.  Emma is the daughter of Ann Robert.  

NEW ARRIVAL 
Sailor Rosa Brower was born May 28 to Amanda and Eli 
Brower in Santa Barbara, CA. Her proud grandparents are 
Cathy and Scott Brower and her uncles and aunt are Nathaniel, 
Benjamin, Samuel, and Emily Brower.      

MacLean Marie Dolan was born June 4 to Chelsea and Kelby 
Dolan in Indianapolis, IN. Her older sister is Emory, and her 
proud grandparents are Virginia and Jim Dolan and former 
members Linda and Mark Ranck.  

Hudson Lee Craig was born June 6 to Shelby and Michael Craig 
in Colorado Springs, CO.  His proud grandparents are Jeanne 
and Pete Van Gieson and his aunt is Kelsey Baier.  

Thomas Robert Newman was born June 17 to Adrienne and 
Kyle Newman in Springfield.  Thomas’ older brother is Hudson, 
his aunt and uncle are Chelsea and Kolby Dolan and her proud 
grandparents are former members Linda and Mark Ranck.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Dr. Peter S. Kieffer, who received the Teacher of the Year 
Award from SIU School of Medicine Department of Pediatrics. 

IN MEMORIAM 
John L. Jaech died on January 3 in Creve Coeur, MO. The 
prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to 
John’s wife, Anna, his children and their families. 

Louise Mattie Miller Cragoe died June 19 in Springfield.    The 
prayers and sympathy of the congregation are extended to her 
children Doug Cragoe, Paul (wife. Kathy) Cragoe, Catherine 
Cragoe, and Mary Sutter (husband Dan), grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.  A service honoring her life will be held 
Friday, July 11 at 10:00 a.m. in our Sanctuary. 

Theodore S. Proud died June 28 in Springfield.  The prayers 
and sympathy of the congregation are extended to his wife 
Camille, their children Dr. Cara Vasconcelles (husband Mark), 
Jenny Bergemann (husband Tim), and Matthew Proud (wife 
Jill), and grandchildren Dr. Ryan Vasconcelles, Emily and Adam 
Vasconcelles, Hannah and Abigail Bergemann, Harrison, 
Devon, and Claire Proud.  A memorial service will be held 
Saturday, July 26 at 11:00 a.m. in our Sanctuary.  

PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO 
Anne Smith on the death of her sister, Barbara Sponesiefer on 
May 22 in Hilton Head, SC.  

Gary Warnick and Linda Klein on the death of Gary’s sister, 
Nancy Taylor on May 31 in Decatur, IL. 

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz on the death of Meleah’s 
grandfather, and to Sam, Juniper, and Ben on the death of their 
great-grandfather, Wallis Bromley on June 12 in Taylorville, IL.  

      2025 
Operations   Actual    Budget Difference 

Income $  482,781 $  477,042 $   5,739 

Expenses $-489,448 $- 477,042 $-12,406 

Net Total $     -6,667 $             0  



WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER’S CO-PASTOR CANDIDATE 
CONGREGATIONAL DINNER FRIDAY, JULY 11, 5:30 P.M. IN PARISH HALL 
CANDIDACY SERMON & CONGREGATIONAL MEETING SUNDAY, JULY 13 
There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, July 13, following the 10:00 
a.m. service of worship for the purpose of electing the Co-Pastor who will 

officially begin Tuesday, September 
2 and become Pastor/Head of Staff 
on October 1, 2025. The candidacy 
sermon will be presented that 
morning in worship. Although the 
service will not be livestreamed, it 
will be available online that week. 

As a part of Presbyterian polity and 
to maintain confidentiality for the 

candidate, professional and personal information will not be shared until the 
weekend we extend the call.    

There will be a Congregational Dinner on Friday, July 11 at 5:30 p.m. in Parish 
Hall to meet the candidate and family. Join us for a delightful evening as we 
become acquainted with our new pastor.   If you plan to attend the dinner, please 
RSVP to Jennie Alt (jalt@wpcspi.org) by Thursday, July 10.  

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) was elected by the congregation on 
January 12, 2025 and given a tight timeline to nominate a candidate prior to Dr. 
Kieffer’s retirement which they have met.   They went through training and met 
with the congregation on February 9, getting feedback on the important traits 
and qualities desired.  The PNC developed Westminster’s Ministry Discernment 
Profile (MDP), the document that describes our congregation and outlines what 
we are looking for in a new pastor.  The MDP was approved by Session February 
26 and by the Great Rivers Presbytery Committee on Ministry on March 6. The 
following day, our MDP was posted on the PC(USA)’s Church Leadership 
Connection website, which matches pastors to congregations. Additionally, over 
60 recruitment letters were mailed to seminary presidents and pastors of large 
congregations in the Midwest.  Approximately 70 Personal Discernment Profiles 
were received and reviewed, seven applicants were interviewed on Zoom, three 
candidates were invited to Westminster, and one candidate was unanimously 
nominated. The PNC truly felt the presence of the Holy Spirit guiding them 
throughout this process, and believe this candidate is God’s choice for 
Westminster.  

Thank you to those serving on the PNC: Dr. Todd Knox, Chair, M. Brownell 
Anderson, George Botanga, Dr. Scott Day, Christy Pound, Lucy Stafford, Greg 
Swanson, and Jess Weitzel.  

 

 

 
Reporter folding and mailing will be on 
Wednesday, July 30 at 12:30 p.m.  

Let’s Celebrate Dr. Kieffer’s Ministry! 

Friday, August 22, 6:30 – 10:00 p.m. 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum 
212 North Sixth Street, Springfield, Illinois 

Dinner, Drinks, Toasts, Dancing 

$35 per person 

Make checks payable to Westminster  
with “Retirement Party” in the memo line 

RSVP to Jennie Alt by August 1, 2025  

Gifts to the Westminster Endowment  
in honor of Blythe’s ministry are welcome. 

Westminster Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  
bkieffer@wpcspi.org 

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop 
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 
sbishop@wpcspi.org 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate 

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 
drogers@wpcspi.org 

Mary A. Ray 
Director for Youth 
zkarmar.mr@gmail.com 

  Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 
berkowitz@wpcspi.org   

Kara Milward, Erin Winn 
   Nursery Coordinators 

Keri Tate, Becky Nika  
Cooperative Preschool Teachers 
keri@westminster-preschool.org 
becky@westminster-preschool.org 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 
ranell@comcast.net 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 
alnpat5@yahoo.com 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 
lrunkle@wpcspi.org 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 
jalt@wpcspi.org 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 
ksteller@wpcspi.org  

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 
gwarnick@wpcspi.org 

Braden Barton, James Capler,  
Terry Gietl, Jerry McCullum 
Part-time Custodians 

 

mailto:jalt@wpcspi.org
mailto:keri@westminster-preschool.org
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