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Our first scripture reading is I Kings 8:22-30 and 41-43. I Kings 8 begins with Solomon gathering 
the people at the newly constructed temple, and the priests bringing the Ark of the Covenant 
into the inner sanctuary.  Today’s reading is Solomon’s prayer at the dedication and a plea for 
tolerance, inclusion, and respect for the foreigner within this temple.  The completion of the 
temple was the pinnacle of his reign during the 10th century BCE.  This is the first of three 
consecutive temples built on the same site which today houses the Muslim Shrine, the Dome of 
the Rock. Let us open our hearts and minds to the Word of God.  

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and 
spread out his hands to heaven. 23 He said, "O Lord, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven 
above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you 
with all their heart, 24 the covenant that you kept for your servant my father David as you declared to 
him; you promised with your mouth and have this day fulfilled with your hand. 25 Therefore, O Lord, 
God of Israel, keep for your servant my father David that which you promised him, saying, "There shall 
never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only your children look to their 
way, to walk before me as you have walked before me.' 26 Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word 
be confirmed, which you promised to your servant my father David. 27 "But will God indeed dwell on 
the earth? Even heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have 
built! 28 Regard your servant's prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the prayer that 
your servant prays to you today; 29 that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the 
place of which you said, "My name shall be there,' that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays 
toward this place. 30 Hear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward 
this place; O hear in heaven your dwelling place; heed and forgive…. 41 "Likewise when a foreigner, 
who is not of your people Israel, comes from a distant land because of your name 42 —for they shall 
hear of your great name, your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm—when a foreigner comes and 
prays toward this house, 43 then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do according to all that the 
foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your 
people Israel, and so that they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I have 
built. Amen. 

Our second scripture reading is John 6:56-69.  The bread of life discourse found in John’s 
gospel concludes with a powerful affirmation of faith by Simon Peter to Christ. The belief that 
God would choose to dwell among us in the incarnation of Jesus Christ is at the heart of our 
faith.  Hear now God’s Holy Word.    
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. 
But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things while he was teaching in the 
synagogue at Capernaum.60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who 
can accept it?” 61 But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, “Does 
this offend you? 62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It 
is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and 
life. 64 But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the 
ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. 65 And he said, “For this reason I 
have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”66 Because of this many of 
his disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. 67 So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also 
wish to go away?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God. Amen. 
 



The title of the sermon: “How Lovely” 
 
The Text:  But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Even heaven and the highest heaven 
cannot contain you, much less this house…” I Kings 8:27 
 
Let us pray:  Holy and loving God, thank you for choosing to dwell among and within us, 
whether in the beauty of the sanctuary of your creation, in the loveliness of temples, churches 
and cathedrals, or in the wonder and mystery of the One who came to us as the Bread of Life.  
And now, may the words of my mouth and the meditations of each of our hearts be acceptable 
in your sight, our Strength and Redeemer.  Amen. 
 
The dedication of Solomon’s temple was a culminating event in the life of the Israelite people 
and one more validation in their rich faith history that the Creator of the heavens and the earth, 
dwelt among them.   
 
The ark of the covenant placed in the holiest part of Solomon’s temple was the ark built during 
the time Moses led the Hebrew people in Sinai before entering the Promised Land.  It was 
housed in the tabernacle or sacred tent which served as Israel’s portable sanctuary prior to this 
symbolic placement in the holiest inner sanctum of the temple.  The tablets of the law were 
contained in the Ark of the Covenant.  This was the center of their worship and provided a 
reassuring sense of God’s presence and strength…how lovely is God’s dwelling place.   
 
Knowing how far and for how long the Ark of the Covenant traveled with the Israelite people, 
reminding and reassuring them of Yahweh’s presence every step of their journey, makes its final 
placement into the holiest part of Solomon’s temple especially climactic and meaningful.  This 
was the homecoming for which they had longed and waited for centuries.   
 
When the Ark is placed in its new home, the importance of the moment is confirmed by a sign 
from God.  A cloud which is equated with the “glory of God” permeates the temple.  This 
darkness wraps the temple in the mystery of God’s presence.  Yahweh’s own presence comes to 
reside in the temple dedicated to the worship of Israel’s God.  The temple is not only lovely, it 
is the one place, above all others, were God is to be found.  
 
And yet, as Solomon affirms, who can contain the transcendent majesty that is Yahweh?  
Neither the earth nor the heaven, including the highest heaven is great enough.  Surely this 
building of cedar and costly stones, splendid though it is, cannot contain Yahweh.  No, Yahweh 
is uncontainable.   
 
As much as Solomon’s prayer of dedication affirms God’s presence within worship in a tangible 
and lovely way, with the people of God who are gathered together, wise Solomon also 
criticizes a too exclusive and limited understanding of God.  The God who chooses to be 
present in worship cannot be limited to Solomon’s temple or any sanctuary. God’s 
understanding is unsearchable. God gives power to the weak and strengthens the powerless. 
Thus, God is potentially present to all people in all places, and those in worship who know this 
fact have a responsibility to communicate the lovely generosity and mercy of God’s presence 
beyond the sanctuary walls.   
 
As the story of our Judea-Christian faith unfolds, we are introduced to yet another dimension of 
God’s dwelling place in the wonder and mystery of the person of Jesus Christ.  When the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us, God chose the unimaginable, God chose to dwell within our 



humanity, to become one of us in order to raise us up to be all we can be.  In Christ, we (along 
with Simon Peter) have come to believe and to know the Holy One of God, the God whom 
even the highest heaven cannot contain.   
 
The invitation to partake of Christ, the Bread of Heaven, is to find peace and wholeness in the 
saving death of our Risen Lord.  The invitation to partake of Christ, the Bread of Heaven, is to 
embrace the sorrow as well as the joy that is a part of life, and to find strength for this journey 
within the worshipping community.  The invitation to partake of Christ, the bread of heaven, is 
to enter the small, vulnerable places of our world as he did, and to remember even the sparrow 
finds a home in God’s dwelling place, and the swallow a nest for herself where she may lay her 
young.  (pause) 
 
During the Steadfast Neighbor Service Week, a couple of our members were trimming and 
pruning bushes in a neighbor’s yard when they discovered a nest with two baby birds.  Soon 
they realized they were being watched by the mother bird and carefully relocated the nest 
before continuing with the pruning task. When they shared their experience with the team, it 
was an affirmation that God’s eye is on the sparrow as well as each one of us and a reminder 
not to be discouraged nor to overlook the small places in life where we can make a difference.    
 
That same week a member forwarded a post from NextDoor, a group on FaceBook where our 
neighbors share observations with one another.  A woman posted a photo of our church lit up 
in the evening with a comment about how stunning, how breathtaking Westminster is at night 
and the peace, joy and comfort she experiences as the light, not unlike the cloud in Solomon’s 
temple, permeates the neighborhood with the glory and mystery of God.  
 
How thankful we are to be part of this worshipping community that believes the doors of this 
lovely sanctuary are a way to service.  How grateful we are to belong to a God, whom even 
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain, and yet, who chooses to dwell among us and 
within us. 
 
How lovely! Amen. 
 


