
  
  W E S T M I N S T E R 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sacrament of Baptism 
2 August 2026 + 10:00 a.m. 

Welcome and Announcements  

 Voluntary Rhosymedre Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 *Ringing of the Bell 

 *Call to Worship   
 Leader: On this day of worship, we call on God’s name,  
 People: and hear our own invitation to work for the good of all. 
 Leader: Gathered with neighbors and strangers, we call on God’s 

hope, 
 People: and discover that a lifetime of service seems but a few 

days. 
 Leader: In this place of praise and prayer, we call on God’s love, 
 People: and receive that grace which is as old as creation, yet as 

fresh as each morning. 

 *Processional Hymn 490 Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters  Beach Spring 

 *Unison Prayer of Confession Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to 
hide, and too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble 
to name, what our hearts can no longer bear, and what has 
become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free 
from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in 
which we can be changed; and grant us grace to grow more 
and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus Christ, 
the light of the world. Amen 

 *Silent Confession During this silence, worshipers are asked to offer individual 
prayers of confession. 

 *Sung Response Lord Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover 



 *Declaration of Pardon 
  Leader:  Friends, believe the good news. 
  People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
                         Leader:      The peace of Christ be with you.  
  People: And also with you.  
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be  
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 Sacrament of Baptism  Waterlife 

 Congregational Response   

  I was there to hear your borning cry, 
  I’ll be there when you are old. 
  I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
  to see your life unfold. 
  When you hear the wonder of the Word, 
  I’ll be there to cheer you on. 
  You were raised to praise the living Lord 
  to whom you now belong. 
  I was there to hear your borning cry, 
  I’ll be there when you are old. 
  I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
  to see your life unfold. 

Following the response students in Kindergarten– Grade 5 
will go to Sunday School. 

 Prayer for Illumination   

 First Scripture Reading Romans 6:1-4  Pew Bible, NT page 156 

 Second Scripture Reading Matthew 5:17-20  Pew Bible, NT page 4 
  Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
  People:  Thanks be to God. 

 Meditations Jesus and the Law Rev. Anne C. S. Marshall 



 Solo My Lord, What a Moring Traditional Spiritual 

  My Lord, what a morning when the stars begin to fall. 
  Done quit all my worldly ways, joined that heavenly band. 
  My Lord, what a morning when the stars begin to fall. 

 *Affirmation of Faith  Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

The Church at Prayer 
 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with your spirit. 
 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Prayers of the People and   
 The Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal, page 35 

 The Presentation At this time all worshipers are asked to sign and pass the  
 of Our Gifts Ministry of Friendship folders at the end of each pew.  

 Offertory Fairest Lord Jesus Richard DeLong 

  The text for the offertory is 630 in the hymnal. 

 *Offertory Response Doxology Hymnal, 606 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



 *Prayer of Dedication God of steadfast love, we offer our gifts to you, not because 
you need them, but so others might be as blessed as we are 
by your presence, your power, and your peace.  Amen. 

 *Hymn 463 How Firm A Foundation Foundation 

 *Charge and Benediction  

 *Voluntary Finale Jubilante Healey Willan 

  (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO 
WESTMINSTER MINISTRIES ARE WELCOME TO SCAN 
HERE 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle, Parish Associate 
• Worship Leader: Sam Batterman 
• Acolytes: Brooke Boutelle and Diana Choi 
• Greeters: Jeanie, Connor and Lily Hill 
• Safety Team: Todd Knox 
• Ushers: Joyce King (Head Usher), Kyle Duffy, Linda Caupert, Ben Arnold, Michella Arnold, 

Chelsea Ekstedt, Andrew Affrunti, Pete Sherman 
• Music: Amelia Tungett, Soprano, Dale Rogers, Organist 
• Videographers and Sound: Bill Deemer, Krista Steller 

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play and 
Bible Story. 
• 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K – Grade 5 begin in worship & go to Sunday 

school following the Congregational Response. Summer Sunday School is in session! 
Our children will continue to learn in their respective classrooms with the Frolic 
Preschool and elementary students will have special lessons on baptism and 
communion.  

• Preschool – Grade 5 (Third Floor Chapel) Teachers: Adam Ekstedt, Julie Robbs & 
Cathy Brower 

• The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated today as Erica and Andrew James present their 
daughter Audrey Lynn James. Representing the children of the congregation are Roscoe 
Ekstedt and Simon Marshall and serving as assisting elder is Cathy Brower.  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WE WELCOME VISITORS!  Information about us is in our Welcome Brochure located in the pew 
pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder 
located at the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining Westminster, speak with one of the 
pastors. 

2026 NATIONAL NIGHT OUT TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes 
police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie.  Westminster 
will once again collaborate with the Historic Westside Neighborhood Association 
to host the 2026 National Night Out in Parish Hall with subs from Head West, 
chips, drinks, and Dilly Bars from Dairy Queen. They will meet with local public 
officials.  RSVP to the Historic West Side National Night Out 2026 Facebook page for food count if 
you are able, but it is not required. All are welcome to enjoy fellowship and strengthen our 
neighborhood bond the night of the event. 

CORN PICKING AT GRIGSBY FARMS - The annual sweet corn harvest for area food pantries and 
homeless shelters will possibly be at the end of next week or early in the following week.  Look for 
an email with details regarding the date and time.   

CONTACT MINISTRIES BACKPACK COLLECTION  Now through Sunday, August 9, 
we will once again collect backpacks for children served by Contact Ministries. Last year 
we collected 175. This year we have collected 178 so far. Here’s how you can help:  
Backpacks can be ordered online and sent to the church, backpacks can be placed in 
the bin in the West Narthex, or you can make a donation until August 2 with the memo 
line or online donation to the Special Mission fund noting “Backpacks.” 

WESTMINSTER SUMMER CHOIR will rehearse on Thursday, August 6 at 7:00 p.m. in the Music 
Room to prepare for the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, August 9 as well as music for the upcoming 
season. Westminster Choir will resume regular rehearsals on Thursday, September 10 and have its 
annual retreat at the Indian Point Presbyterian Church on Saturday, September 12 beginning at 1:30 
p.m. Following the retreat, a potluck supper will be held at the home of Jim and Meg Kontio. 

DAILY BREAD – MEALS ON WHEELS JULY 27 – 31 AND AUGUST 3-7  
Thursday, August 6 - 1 NEW Route available 

For more information and to sign up, use the QR code here or call the church office 
at 217-522-4415.  

KNIT 2 PURL 4 MISSION AND FELLOWSHIP gathers every Tuesday at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor 
Classroom. Summer is a good time to begin knitting colder weather items for children and adults. We 
will collect knitted hats, scarves and mittens in late fall and for the Mitten Tree. If there are extreme 
heat warnings, we encourage people to knit from home out of an abundance of caution. Watch for 
emails from Mary Jo for any cancellations or contact her at 217-622-8657 with questions. Knitters 
of any skill level are welcome. 

http://www.wpcspi.org/


WESTMINSTER COOPERATIVE PRESCHOOL still has openings in our 2-day and 4-day classes. If 
you or someone you know is looking for an excellent preschool experience for their child age 2.5-
5, contact meleah@westminster-preschool.org to learn more! 

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS A group of intrepid adventurers have been meeting with Dungeon 
Master Aaron Berkowitz. On the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of August 5 & 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Ziegler Library they’ll explore Alexandria, Egypt and prepare for a cruise on a pleasure ship (where 
nothing bad will happen, I’m sure). They recently completed a quest for the Queen of Sheba and 
rescued one of the Three Magi in the 1st century AD ancient Near East. If you are interested in joining 
in, contact Aaron Berkowitz at aberkowtiz@wpcspi.org  

YOUTH KICK OFF PARTY AND MISSION TRIP REUNION -- NEXT Sunday, August 9, from 4:30 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m., incoming Junior and Senior High youth and participants of the 2026 Mission Trip 
will gather at Susan and Scott Day’s Home (47 Fairview Ln., Springfield) for a lakeside potluck and 
play day. Angie and Todd Lafrenz will stop by to give a boat ride! Youth bring a salad, side dish or 
chips. Adults bring dessert and drinks. All be sure to pack your swimsuit and towel for a fun evening, 
including smores!  

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS – At the Ministry Moment on Sunday, August 16, the children, and 
youth of Westminster are invited to bring their backpacks to the 10:00 a.m. worship service for the 
blessing of backpacks as they begin a new school year. Along with a blessing, each will receive a 
monogrammed carabiner with a Bible verse for their backpack as a reminder of God’s loving 
presence on their journey throughout this school year. 

MINISTRY PARTNER, SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, NURSERY GUILD AND YOUTH LEADERS 
ORIENTATION – Sunday school teachers for Pre-K through Grade 5, Pre-Confirmation, members of 
the Nursery Guild and Youth Group Ministry Partners will meet Sunday, August 16, from 9:00 a.m. 
– 9:45 a.m. in Parish Hall for orientation and mandatory reporter training for the 2026-2027 
program year.   

SPLASH INTO THE NEW YEAR! YOUNG FAMILY GATHERING – On Friday, August 21, from 5:30 
p.m. – 7:00 p.m., young families (parents and children ages birth through grade five) are invited to 
a swim party at the home of Judy and Todd Knox (2004 Maryknoll Place, Springfield) as we splash 
into a new year together. Please bring a towel and a dish to share! Friends are always welcome and 
encouraged.   

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP  The Apostles’ Read Library Book Group meets on the 
fourth Tuesday of August 25 from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the Ziegler Library to discuss the August 
book, Night Flyer by Tiya Miles. New members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz. 

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC  Mark your calendars now! On Sunday September 13, we will gather after 
worship for an All-Church Picnic. Rather than beginning the year with sign-up sheets and displays, 
we're trying something a little different. We hope the picnic will be a chance to slow down, enjoy 
one another's company, and have conversations about the many ways God is at work through our 
shared ministry. Whether you have been here most Sundays or you’ve been away for a while, we 
hope you will join us for a relaxed morning together. Wear casual clothes to worship and plan to 
stay afterwards for food, fellowship, and fun. The picnic will be held in the Parish Hall and, weather 
permitting, will extend onto the terrace and green spaces. By gathering right after worship, we hope 
it will be easy for everyone to stay for a little while or spend the whole morning together. 

mailto:aberkowtiz@wpcspi.org


THE 2026 NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now receiving nominations for the following positions 
of leadership at Westminster.   

DEACON (CLASS OF 2029) 
ELDER (CLASS OF 2029) 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE (CLASS OF 2027) 
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE (CLASS OF 2028) 

Nominations may be placed in the offering plate, emailed to the committee chair, Julie Robbs, at 
robbs@casscomm.com, or placed in the Nominating Committee’s mailbox on the wall in the West 
Narthex by the Edwards Street doors. Please complete it by August 9, 2026. Nominees will be 
presented for election at a Congregational Meeting in October.  

2026 Nominating Committee members: Julie Robbs (Chair), Nathaniel Brower (elder), Sam 
Batterman, Brad Steller, Carolyn Swanson, Julie Sundquist, Pete VanGeison, and Bernie Wiseman 

 

Name of Nominee__________________________________ 

Recommended for (check choice)  

____Deacon          ____Elder           ____Nominating       ____Strategic Planning    

1.  Qualities that would make this person a good church officer 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Past experience/current interests and activities in the church 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Helpful information:  special skills, training, employment, community involvement, etc. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Your Name (optional) ____________________________________ 

 

 

  

mailto:robbs@casscomm.com


THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER 

Monday, August 3 
 9:00 AM Garden Club of Springfield (Off-Site)  
 9:15 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery (Off-Site) 
 1:30 PM Stewardship Committee (Library) 
 3:30 PM Personnel (Pastor’s Study) 

Tuesday, August 4 
 10:30 AM Staff Meeting (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 1:00 PM Knit 2 Purl 4 (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 5:30 PM National Night Out (Parish Hall) 

Wednesday, August 5 
 9:15 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery (Off-Site)  
 10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study) 
 3:30 PM DBSA Group (3rd Floor Classroom) 
 4:45 PM Fiscal Committee (Library) 
 5:30 PM Mission & Community Service Committee  
  (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 6:30 PM D & D Group (Library) 

Thursday, August 6 
 9:15 AM Meals on Wheels (Off-site) 
 7:00 PM Summer Choir (Music Room) 

Friday, August 7 
 9:15 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery (Off-Site) 

Saturday, August 8 

Sunday, August 9 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Communion 
 10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Summer Sunday School Pre K-5 (Chapel) 
 4:30 PM Youth Kick Off Party and Mission Trip  
  Reunion (Susan & Scott Day’s Home) 
   
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
533 S. Walnut Street   
Springfield, IL  62704  
Phone (217) 522-4415    
Fax (217) 522-4465 
www.wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
 
The Reverend Dr. Anne Marshall 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop 
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate 

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Sue Sawers, CRE 
Interim Care Coordinator 

   Dr. Aaron Berkowitz 
Education Coordinator 

Mary A. Ray 
Director for Youth 

  Meleah Berkowitz 
Director for Children’s Ministry, 
Westminster Cooperative 
Preschool, and Music Assistant 
 
Keri Tate, Becky Nika 
Cooperative Preschool Teachers 

Kara Milward, Erin Winn 
   Nursery Coordinators 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

Braden Barton, Terry Gietl,  
Jerry McCullum 
Part-time Custodians 

http://www.wpcspi.org/
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