
W E S T M I N S T E R   

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Pentecost Sunday 
Sacrament of Communion 
6 June 2025 + 10:00 a.m. 

 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 Voluntary Come, Holy Spirit Wilbur Held 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell. 

 *Call to Worship  Based on Acts 2:1-4 

 Leader: They were all together in one place, 
 People: and from heaven, they heard a sound  
  like the rush of a violent wind. 
 Leader: It filled the entire house. Divided tongues, as of fire,  
 People: and appeared and rested on each of them. 
 Leader: All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit. 
 People: Let us worship in spirit and in truth. 

 *Processional Hymn 289 On Pentecost They Gathered  Munich 

 *Prayer of Confession Holy and loving God, we confess that we have failed to 
open our hearts to the power of your Spirit.  Too often 
we continue the divisions of Babel, speaking in tongues 
that confound rather than clarify, hurt rather than heal, 
divide rather than unite.  Forgive us and breathe into 
our lives your healing and liberating grace.  Pour your 
Spirit of wisdom and grace upon us, that we may live 
and move and have our being in your loving presence.  
Hear now our silent prayers of confession. 

 *Sung Response Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us    Hymnal, Back Cover 



 *Declaration of Pardon 
 and Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover 

 Children’s Sermon 

 Congregational Response Spirit of the Living God Living God 
   Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
   Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
   Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 
   Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
  Children in grades Pre-K-5 will go to Summer Sunday School
  class following the Congregational Response.   

 Scripture Reading Acts 2:1-8, 12-17           Pew Bible, NT page 119 
  Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  
  People: Thanks be to God. 

 Meditation A Breath of Fresh Air Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Text: “And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out 
my spirit upon all flesh, …”   Acts 2:17a 

 Anthem Simple Song  Leonard Bernstein 

Sing God a simple song: Lauda, Laude ̄ 
Make it up as you go along: Lauda, Laude ̄ 
Sing like you like to sing. God loves all simple things, 
For God is the simplest of all, For God is the simplest of all. 
I will sing the Lord a new song 
To praise Him, to bless Him, to bless the Lord. 
I will sing His praises while I live All of my days. 
Blessed is the man who loves the Lord, 
Blessed is the man who praises Him. 
Lauda, Lauda, Laude ̄ And walks in His ways. 
I will lift up my eyes To the hills from whence comes my help. 
I will lift up my voice to the Lord Singing Lauda, Laude ̄. 
For the Lord is my shade, Is the shade upon my right hand, 
And the sun shall not smite me by day Nor the moon by night. 



*The Presentation of our Gifts  At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass 
  and Litany of Dedication  the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks. 

   Leader:  Holy and loving God, as your Spirit rests upon us, 
inspire us to live kind, just, and humble lives as the 
Body of Christ.     

   People:  Open our eyes to see you present among us; open our 
hearts to emulate your love to serve all your creation.  

   Leader: We dedicate the Pentecost Offering in the power and 
strength of your Holy Spirit.  

    People: May these gifts bring good news to all those places 
     where children and others are in need.  
    Leader: May your generosity to us inspire our generosity to those 

you have called us to serve:  
    People: the vulnerable, the lost, the forgotten, and the hungry. 
    Leader: We pray that these gifts become gifts of hope and a 

breath of fresh air.  Amen.  
     
 Offertory Praise be to Thee George Frederick Handel 
  Praise be to Thee, Lord God of Hosts!  My soul shall be joyful in 
  Thee; I shall rejoice, Lord in Thee.  Like a shepherd hast thou led 
  us, Lord, thine the hand that health us; Through thy great goodness 
  are we restored.  My soul shall be joyful in thee; I shall rejoice 
  in thy salvation. 

 *Offertory Response Doxology  Hymnal, 606 

 Sacrament of Holy Communion 

  Invitation to the Lord's Table 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
 People:  And also with you. 
 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 Pastor:  It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and 

praise…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 
choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and 
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 



 The people sing: 

   

 Leader: You are holy, O God of majesty…Accept this, our sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of 
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and 
risen. Great is the mystery of faith: 

  People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 Leader: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon 

these your gifts of bread and wine… 
   Hear now the prayer Christ taught us to pray, saying: 

 The Lord's Prayer   Hymnal, page 35 

 Words of Institution  

 Communion Music Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song Bridegroom  

  Distribution of Elements The elements are served without interruption. Partake of the  
bread as you receive it and hold the cup until all have been 
served so that we may symbolize our unity in Christ.  
Gluten-free bread is available in the center of the plate.  

 *Prayer after Communion Gracious God, may we who have received this 
sacrament, live in the unity of your Holy Spirit, 

  that we may show forth your gifts to all the world. 
  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.   Amen. 



 *Hymn 291 Spirit of Gentleness Spirit 

  Refrain, verses 1-4, Refrain 

 *Charge and Benediction 

 *Voluntary Come, Holy Spirit, Our Souls Inspire  John Eggert 

  (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

 
SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Chancel Flowers are given in loving memory of Ruth Nuess Irwin by her son, Richard 
Irwin and family 

• Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Sarah A. Bishop 

• Wind and Fire Pentecost Banner: Tad Allen 

• Pentecost Readers: Ben Arnold (Bahasa Indonesia), Sophia Choi (Korean), Mervice Alah 
Abung (French), James Maeda (Japanese) 

• Worship Leader: William Affrunti 

• Bible & Cross Carriers: Macklin Metzger and Abigail Eldridge 

• Acolytes: Juliet and Brooke Boutelle 

• Greeters: Marty and Alan Stutz 

• Today’s Communion Bread is Oat Bread and was lovingly baked by Pat Hymans.  
• Communion Prep Team: Mary Ray, Ann Collins, Priscilla and Tim Kluge, Elisabeth and  

Mark Luttrell, Krista Steller 

• Elders Serving Communion: Scott Day, Team Leader, Brownie Anderson, Jonathan Carlson-
Eastvold, Tara Fritsch, Vonnie Hinesley, David Jenkins, Jay Kennerly, Vena Long, Amanda 
Maddox-Wenthe, Mary Ray, Marilyn Rigney, Brinton Wilkey 

• Home Communion Teams: Sara Eldridge, Melanie & Bud Green, Val Leonatti & Mary Ray, 
and Mary Caroline & David Mitchell  

• Music: Donald Tallman, Tenor and Linda Andrews, Organist 

• Ushers: Greg Boutelle (Head Usher), George Botanga, Christian Kennerly, Claudia Nash, Bill 
Schlosser, Bernie Wiseman, Cathy Yokley 

• Safety Team: Alan Schuermann 

• Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Bill Deemer, and Krista Steller 

 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• 9:00 – 9:45 a.m.  New Members Class (Pastor’s Study) Those interested in membership are 
welcome to attend. Led by Dr. Kieffer and members of the Membership Committee 

• 9:15 – 9:45 a.m. VBS Leadership Team Meeting (Parish Hall) Team meeting led by Rev. 
Bishop, Aaron and Meleah Berkowitz 

• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play and 
Bible Story. This week’s story: “Jesus Calls Us All to Follow Him” (Jesus Calls Disciples) 
Caregiver: Erin Winn and Lynn McMenamin 

• 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K – Grade 5 begin in worship & go to Sunday school 
following the Congregational Response.  

• Preschool - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) This week’s lesson: “It Is Pentecost!” (Acts 
2:1-21) Teacher: Meleah Berkowitz 

• Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Tower Room) This week’s lesson: “We Trust in One Triune 
God…” (A Brief Statement of Faith Session 03) Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz, Cathy 
Brower 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS. Information about who we are can be found on our website at 
www.wpcspi.org.  Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder located on the end of each 
pew. If you are interested in joining Westminster, you are invited to to a New Member Class next 
Sunday, June 15 at 9:00 a.m. in the Pastor’s Study.  New members will be recognized on Sunday, 
June 22, following a Special Session meeting.   

PENTECOST OFFERING will be dedicated today.  This offering unites the 
church by helping youth begin their life with a solid foundation of faith.  
Forty percent of all gifts stay within Westminster and our portion will 
support the 2025 Youth Mission Trip. 

VBS COMPASSION CAMP: begins tomorrow, June 9-13 from 9:15 a.m. to 12 
noon, children ages 4 - Grade 5 will enjoy Bible stories, crafts, games, music, 
and snacks.  Thank you to our ministry partners who will lead the children 
this week. 

Director and Assembly Leader: Dr. Aaron Berkowitz   

Registrar: Pat Roller, Cheryl White 
Bible Story and Drama Team: Rev. Sarah Bishop, Charlotte and 
William Affrunti, Abigail Eldridge, Sophia Llosa 

Art/Crafts: JoAnn Berkowitz  Games: Isaac and Ethan Alt, Aerwyna Eastvold 

Music: Meleah Berkowitz   Snack: Pat Hymans   Decorations: Al Hymans  

Camp Counselors: Kathy Bacon, Keri Goble Billick, Dee Dee Duffy, Juliana Eastvold, Connor 
Hill, Liliana and Nora Kennerly, Jay Kennerly, Val Leonatti, Camille Massey, Charity 
Romero, Julie Sundquist 

The children will be donating school supplies for Camp Compass this summer.  Members are invited 
to join them.  There will be a VBS presentation next Sunday during worship. 

http://www.wpcspi.org/


YOUTH MISSION FUNDRAISERS CAR WASH / BAKE SALE next Sunday, June 15  
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Members are invited to support the Youth Mission Team for 
their final two fundraisers before they depart for Asheville, NC.  Arrive early with 
your cars for the youth to clean and stop by the table of delicious baked goods in 
the West Narthex prepared by members of the youth mission team and their 
parents.  Cars will be washed in our parking lot, so bring all the family cars along!  

DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE) will meet Friday, June 20 at 5:30 p.m. for a potluck and program 
at 6:15 p.m. Charli Swain, educational programmer and horticulturist with the Washington Park 
Botanical Gardens, will speak on how it operates all around the year. RSVP with weekly email link, 
website, or by calling the church office. 

SUMMER ADULT ED FORUM    This summer Dr. Roy Wehrle will present three Adult Ed Forums 
on the topic: Geopolitics of the World Today” in Parish Hall. Next Sunday, June 22, Roy will present 
“China, the U.S., and World Trade Today.”  Join Roy in a discussion on the likely outcomes of the 
US/China Trade War and rivalry, and probable impacts on the world economy and nations.  On 
July 27, Roy’s topic will be titled “Rise of the Right: How Democracies Die”. He will close the 
summer Adult Ed Forum series on August 10 with a talk titled “What World Will We Get? What 
World Do We Want?”. All sessions begin at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall following the worship service. 

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP Tuesday, June 24 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the Ziegler 
Library to discuss Caste by Isable Wilkerson (Young Adult version recommended). New members 
are welcome. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz. 

SIXTH ANNUAL STEADFAST NEIGHBOR SERVICE WEEK, JUNE 23-27 
Westminster is in its sixth year of fulfilling the congregation’s commitment to invest 
$450,000 in our neighborhood over the course of the decade. During the week of 
May 12-14, members of the Steadfast Neighbor Task Force visited neighbors who 
have applied for a matching grant or service week project.  We 
have 35 matching grants and 34 service week projects at 19 
homes in the neighborhood.  Many hands make light work.  To 

date, 19 ministry partners have signed up.  Sign-ups need to be made by Sunday, 
June 15, to allow Dr. Todd Knox to assign teams.  Team captains are: Tim Kluge, 
Tom Owen, Julie Robbs, Dale Rogers, Pete VanGieson, Gary Warnick.     

 

Let’s Celebrate Dr. Kieffer’s Ministry! 
Friday, August 22, 6:30 – 10:00 p.m. 

Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum 

212 North Sixth Street, Springfield, Illinois 

Dinner, Drinks, Toasts, Dancing 

$35 per person 

Make checks payable to Westminster with Retirement Party in the memo line 

RSVP to Jennie Alt by August 1, 2025 



THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER  

Monday, June 9 
 9:15 AM VBS (Parish Hall) 

Tuesday, June 10 
 9:15 AM VBS (Parish Hall) 
 1:00 PM Knit 2 Purl 4 (Off site) 
 1:30 PM Staff Meeting  (Pastor’s Study) 
 5:30 PM PNC Meeting (Library) 

Wednesday, June 11 
 9:15 AM VBS (Parish Hall) 
 1:30 PM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study) 
 3:00 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support  
  (Youth Room) 

Thursday, June 12 
 9:15 AM VBS (Parish Hall) 

Friday, June 13 
 9:15 AM VBS (Parish Hall) 
 1:00 PM Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep  
  (Kitchen) 

Saturday, June 14 

Sunday, June 15  
FATHERS DAY 
 9:15 AM New Member Class (Pastor’s Study) 
 9:30 AM Youth Mission Trip Car Wash/Bake Sale 

Fundraiser 
 10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Sunday School (Pre-K- Grade 5) 

THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO DONATE TO THE 
MINISTRIES OF WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ARE WELCOME TO SCAN HERE. 
 

 

 

 

 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
533 S. Walnut St.    
Springfield, Illinois 62704 
Phone (217) 522-4415     http://www.wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop 
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 
Director for Youth 

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Kara Milward, Erin Winn 
Nursery Coordinators 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 
Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

Braden Barton, James Capler,  
Terry Gietl, Javier Velásquez 
Part-time Custodians  


