Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
ALL:

*Hymn 14

*Unison Prayer of Confession

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Communion Sunday
9 November 2025 + 10:00 a.m.

Green Pastures Harold Darke

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

The changing colors of leaves, the laughter of children
playing dress-up, the flowers and trees become food for
foraging creatures:

Lord, your creation boasts of your goodness.

The Sunday school teachers who taught us your Word, the
stranger who asked us if we are okay, the parent who
showed us right and wrong, the neighbor who dropped
by to say hello:

Lord, your creation boasts of your love.

Let us join together as a community and worship our
Creator, the author of everything that is beautiful.

For the Beauty of the Earth Dix

Holy and loving God, you are the author of every good
thing. Forgive us for the ways we fall short of the beautiful
story you invite us to step into. You ask us to look to the
margins and care for the lost; we center ourselves. You ask
us to give away; we grab for more. You ask us to love one
another; we cannot see beyond our divisions. The world is
full of ugliness, from the macro to the micro. Forgive us.
Help us. We call on you, our beloved, our help, our God,
our hope.



*Silent Confession

*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

Prayer for lllumination

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Meditation

During this silence, worshipers are asked to offer individual
prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.
Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong, and it never ends.

Following the Congregational Response, children in grades Pre K - 5
go to Sunday School. Grades 6-7 remain in worship for communion.

Psalm 145:1-5,17-21 Pew Bible, OT pages 581

Isaiah 65:17-25 Pew Bible, OT pages 696

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

New Key to Old Songs Rev. Sarah A. Bishop



Anthem

The Presentation of Our Gifts
and Prayer of Dedication

Offertory

Offertory Response

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

God Gave Us Music Dale Wood
All praise to God for song God gives,

For music and a hope that lives:

God’s sacred word is so profound,

We sing and let the truth resound.

God gave us music, gave us voice;

Sing alleluia and rejoice!

We lift in faith secure and strong

The sacred word through sacred song.

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders at the end of each pew

Caprice Cuthbert Harris

Doxology Hymnal, 606

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and
praise...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:



The people sing:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

The Lord's Prayer

Words of Institution

Music at Communion

Distribution of Elements

*Prayer after Communion
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You are holy, O God of majesty...Accept this, our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified
and risen. Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and
upon these your gifts of bread and wine...

Hear now the prayer Christ taught us to pray, saying:

Hymnal, page 35

O Lamb of God

The elements are served without interruption. Partake of the
bread as you receive it and hold the cup until all have been
served so that we may symbolize our unity in Christ.

Gluten-free bread is available in the center of the plate.

Holy and loving God, you have fed us with the bread of
life and renewed us for your service. Help all who have
shared Christ’s body and received Christ’s cup to be
people of resilience, risk and respect. May our daily living
be worthy of your kingdom and may we know the calm
with which Christ calmed the sea. Amen.



*Hymn 543  God be the Love to Search and Keep Me Green Tyler

*Charge and Benediction

Closing Response  The Lord Bless You Anonymous

*Voluntary  Festal Flourish Gordon Jacob

(*) The congregation is invited to stand

SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle

Worship Leaders: Charlotte Affrunti

Greeters: Sam and Juniper Berkowitz

Acolytes: Harper Huston and Nathan Affrunti

Cross and Bible Carriers: William Affrunti and James Maeda

Today’s Communion Bread is Light Wheat Bread and was lovingly prepared by Susan Day

Elders Serving Communion: Judy Knox, (Team Leader), Brownie Anderson, Joe Fierstos,
Todd Knox, Vena Long, Pat Moore, Gregg Humphrey, Marilyn Rigney, Julie Robbs, Greg
Swanson, Jeannie Van Gieson, Sarah Zerfas

Communion Prep: Mary Ray (Team Leader), Ann Collins, Valerie Leonatti, Elisabeth and
Mark Luttrell, Leigh Milward, Krista Steller

Home Communion Delivery: Melanie and Bud Green, Judy and Todd Knox, Mary Ray
and Valeri Leonatti, Marilyn and Jim Rigney, Krista Steller, Lyle and Eleanor VanDeventer
Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher), Ben Arnold, Michella Arnold, Linda Caupert, Kyle
Duffy, Chris Hickman, Joyce King, Erin Winn

Safety Team: John Stafford
Music: The Westminster Choir and Dale Rogers, Organist

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

9:45 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play and
Bible Story. This week’s story: “We Can Care for God’s Creation.” (Creation) Caregiver:
Kara Milward

10:00 — 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K — Grade 5 begin in worship & go to Sunday school
following the Congregational Response. Youth in Grades 6 — 7 remain in worship.

e Preschool - Ages 3-5 (Preschool Classroom lower level) Story: “Jesus Calls You to Care
for Others” (Good Samaritan) Teachers: Lejgh Milward



Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) This week’s story: “Paul and the
Thessalonians”™ (2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17) Teacher: Meleah Berkowitz

Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Classroom) This week’s story: “Together in Christ” (2
Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17) Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz

e 11:15 a.m. — Noon

Confirmation (Conference Room) Students in Grade 8 will study Session 5: “Scriptures
and Creeds” Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz and Mary Ray

e 11:15 a.m. Adult Ed Forum: “Innocence Project” This discussion involves history and details
about the lllinois Innocence Project, its affiliation with UIS, and the group’s most recent
work. Led by Stephanie Kamel, J.D., Executive Director

e 5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group (Youth Room) Youth and mentors will
gather for fellowship, games, and dinner followed by Bible Study. The meal will be
prepared by Lisa Metzger.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is on our website at www.wpcspi.org.
Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder located on the end of each pew. If you are
interested in joining Westminster, speak to Dr. Marshall or Rev. Bishop.

2026 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE Pledges for 2026 were dedicated during our worship
service on October 26 in the baptismal font brass bowl as a symbol of our faithfulness
to this covenant community. As of Thursday, November 6, we have now reached
91% of our $871,000 goal and need only $75,000 to be at 100%. Our total pledged
from 172 families is $796,009. 2026 pledges are still accepted. Please complete the
pledge card and place it in the offering plate today. Pledges can also be made online

at www.wpcspi.org.

CONTACT MINISTRIES ADOPT A FAMILY This Christmas season, Westminster /
will again sponsor the nine families living in the Contact Ministries transitional /
shelter, providing Christmas gifts as they work their way toward independence.
Each family will have multiple Wishlist items on SignUpGenius from which to C. A %_ ey
select gifts. The signup links is now available at wpcspi.org.. Gifts can be

Vi
'

dropped off to Jennie’s office or ordered for direct delivery to Westminster (make sure to notify
Jennie Alt to expect a package!). All gifts need to be at the church by Sunday, December 7.

ELIZABETH CIRCLE will meet on Monday, November 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom
and will study Lesson 3, from the Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our ldentity in Jesus Christ by Rhashell

D. Hunter.

TEACH THE
CHILDREN
SO

NECESSARY
TO TEACH
THE ADULTS

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM GATHER WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 Westminster will
host Children of Abraham on Wednesday, November 12, 4:30 — 6:00 p.m. Children
and Youth (Kindergarten through High School) are invited to join us as we welcome
our friends from other faith communities. We will explore the diversity of houses of
worship, including a walk through Westminster’s sanctuary.

You can support our mission collection for Heartland HOUSED by bringing: bath

towels, washcloths, shower curtain/liner, hygiene items, toilet paper, broom/dustpan, trash bags,


http://www.wpcspi.org/
http://www.wpcspi.org/

and/or cleaning chemicals for their Welcome Home Basket Initiative. All children are welcome to
be part of this gathering.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST meets this Thursday, November 13 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall.
Start your day with good fellowship and breakfast. Please RSVP to the church office.

THURSDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY will resume on Thursday November 13 from 5:45 — 6:45 p.m.
Eleanor and Lyle VanDeventer lead the class and are using the study guide titled “A is for Alabaster.”

FAITH COALITION FOR THE COMMON GOOD’S ANNUAL BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER will be
Tuesday, November 18, 7:30 — 8:30 a.m. in Parish Hall. This event is free and attendees are invited
to invest in their future work.

LYDIA CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, November 18 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library and will study Lesson
3, from Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity in Jesus Christ by Rhashell D. Hunter.

DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE) Friday, November 21 Meet at 5:30 p.m. for
potluck and 6:15 p.m. for the program. The St. Andrews’ Sisters will perform a
musical program with Dale Rogers accompanying them. RSVP to the church office
or on our website is welcomed but not required.

BREADLINE SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 For decades, each year on the Sunday
= before Thanksgiving, churches in Springfield sold bread donated by a local
# , grocery store to raise money for St. John’s Breadline, which serves hot food 365
% days a year to Springfield’s underserved. The program stopped selling bread
{ during Covid, however, this year a sponsor is providing bread to be given to
donors. The congregation is encouraged to donate on Sunday, November 23 for St. John’s
Breadline, in the offering plate, or in the West Narthex, and receive a loaf of bread!

ST. ANDREW’S SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23 WORSHIP AT 10:00 A.M. WITH PIPES AND DRUMS
Westminster will continue the rich tradition of celebrating St. Andrew’s Sunday on N
November 23 with a flourish of bagpipes and drums presenting traditional Scottish ‘
music, the flag of Scotland, and clergy tartan paraments presented to Westminster in ‘

1985 in loving memory of Scott Hoff.

THE 2025 BAY WEEKEND
NOVEMBER 15-16

WELCOMES THE REV. NANETTE SAWYER

Associate Pastor at Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago
and author of Hospitality -The Sacred Art

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15 WELCOME RECEPTION 5:30 — 8:00 P.M. Members are invited to the
home of Drs. Todd and Judy Knox (2004 Maryknoll Place, 62704) for a gathering hosted by the Adult
Education Committee.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16 WORSHIP SERVICE - 10:00 A.M. Rev. Sawyer will preach and lead the
following Adult Education Forum at 11:15 in Parish Hall. The Westminster family will share in a
community meal. Please RSVP for the Reception and the Lunch by Thursday, November 13.




THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, November 10
1:00 PM Elizabeth Circle (2" Floor Classroom)

Tuesday, November 11

Veterans Day

10:30 AM Staff Meeting (Conference Room)
1:00 PM Knit 2, Purl 4 Mission (2" Floor Classroom)
4:30 PM Stewardship Committee (Conference Room)
7:30 PM St. Andrews’ Sisters rehearsal (Offsite)

Wednesday, November 12

10:00 AM Pastors Pray in Chancel (Sanctuary)

10:00 AM Sing by Heart Dementia Friendly Choir (Parish Hall)
10:00 AM PEO LR Meeting (2™ Floor Classroom)

10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
3:30 PM DBSA Group (3™ Floor Classroom)
4:30 PM Children of Abraham (Sanctuary)
4:45 PM Fiscal Committee (Conference Room)
5:30 PM Session Coordinating (Conference Room)
6:00 PM Board of Deacons (2nd Floor Classroom)

Thursday, November 13
8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast (Parish Hall)
1:00 PM PEO BF Meeting (Parish Hall)
4:30 PM Personnel Committee (Conference Room)
5:45 PM Bible Study (2" Floor Classroom)
7:00 PM Westminster Choir (Music Room)

Friday, November 14
1:00 PM Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep (Kitchen)

Saturday, November 15
10:00 AM WCP Sock Hop Donation Party (Parking Lot)
11:00 AM Church Mice (2nd Floor Classroom)

5:30 PM Bay Weekend Reception (Off site)

Sunday, November 16

BAY WEEKEND
10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10:15 AM Confirmation Prep (Conference Room)
10:15 AM Sunday School Pre K to Grade 5
(Chapel/Tower)
11:15 AM Bay Weekend Adult Ed Forum and Luncheon
(Parish Hall)

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut St.

Springfield, lllinois 62704,

Phone (217) 522-4415 http://www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Anne Marshall
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Sarah Bishop
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Dr. Aaron Berkowitz
Education Coordinator

Mary A. Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah Berkowitz

Director for Children’s Ministry,
Westminster Cooperative Preschool
and Music Assistant

Keri Tate, Becky Nika
Cooperative Preschool Teachers

Kara Milward, Erin Winn
Nursery Coordinators

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Francis Gyebi,
Jerry McCullum

Part-time Custodians
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