
                    W  E  S  T  M  I  N  S  T E R  
               PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH 

  Confirmation Sunday 
                 Third Sunday of Easter 
 4 May 2025 + 10:00 a.m. 

 
 Welcome and Announcements 

 Voluntary Voluntary in c-minor Maurice Greene 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell. 

 *Call to Worship  Belonging to God: A First Catechism 
 Leader: Who are you? 
 People: I am a child of God. 
 Leader: What does it mean to be a child of God? 
 People: That I belong to God, who loves me. 
 Leader: How do you express gratitude as a child of God? 
 People: By worshiping God, by loving others, and by respecting  
  what God has created. 
 Leader: Let us worship God of Sea and Sky.  

 *Hymn 69 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky                                Here I Am  

 *Prayer of Confession Lord of Sea and Sky, your command to love one another 
across all differences opens us to new horizons, yet we 
often respond with fear and judgement that hinders your 
hope and vision for humanity.  Forgive us for our inability 
to embrace the wideness of your mercy and to hold your 
people in our heart.  Give us a repentance that leads to 
life for all creation. Hear now our silent prayers of 
confession. 

 *Sung Response Lord Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover 



 *Declaration of Pardon 
 and Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be  
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon Students in grades Pre-K – 5 will go to Sunday school  
  class during the Congregational Response.  

  Congregational Response Allelluia, Alleluia! Donald Fishel 

  Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give thanks to the risen Lord.   
  Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give praise to God’s name. 

 

 First Scripture Reading Isaiah 61:1-3 Pew Bible, OT page 691-692 

 Second Scripture Reading Acts 9:1-6 Pew Bible, NT page 127 

 Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon God is Capable Rev. Sarah A. Bishop 
 Text: “He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’” Acts 9:5a 

 Anthem Laudate Dominum Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
  Praise the Lord, all you nations; laud him all you peoples. 
  For God’s loving kindness toward us is great, and the  
  faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.  

  
 
 



 Service of Confirmation 
 and Baptism  

 Class of 2025 Charlotte Claire Affrunti 
Taryn Marie Barnett 
Katherine Jane Bryans† 

  †Receiving the Sacrament of Baptism 

 *Affirmation of Congregation We, as a church of Jesus Christ, lovingly receive you to our  
  communion. We welcome you to this fellowship with us,  
  in the blessings of the gospel; and we promise to treat  
  you with Christian affection, to watch over you with  
  tenderness, and to offer our prayers on your behalf. 

 *Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
  and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
  the third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
  on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick & the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Commissioning Solo You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord Michael Joncas 
  You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
  who abide in God’s shadow for life, 
  say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” 
  And God will raise you up on eagles’ wings, 
  bear you on the breath of dawn,  
  make you to shine like the sun, 
  and hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 

 The Church at Prayer 
 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with your spirit. 
 Pastor: Let us pray. 



 Prayers of the People 
 and The Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal, page 35 

 The Presentation of Our Gifts At this time all worshipers are requested to sign and pass  
  the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks. 

 Offertory Adagio Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart  

 *Offertory Response Doxology Hymnal, 606 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication Holy and generous God, bless our offerings and transform 
them into healing for the wounded, hope for the 
disheartened, courage for the frightened, and faith for the 
embittered. In the name of Jesus Christ, who loves us and 
sets us free. Amen. 

 *Hymn 547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing Ar Hyd y Nos 

 *Charge and Benediction  

 *Closing Response Day by Day Harold Friedell 
 
  Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:  To see thee  
  more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly. 

 

 *Voluntary Sortie Henri Mulet 

  (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

 
 

 



SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Chancel flowers are given in loving memory of Laurie Maddox from her husband Cress L. 
Maddox, and their children Jennifer Wagner, Amanda Maddox-Wenthe, Sarah Graham, Jessica 
Hemmenway, and Cress B. Maddox. 

• Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Blythe Denham Kieffer 
• Worship Leader: Ned Moore 
• Acolytes: Cara Bryans and Rose DeJong 
• Greeter: Mary Ray 
• Music: The Westminster Choir; Eleanor VanDeventer, Soprano; Dale Rogers, Organist 
• Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher), Ben Arnold, Linda Caupert, Kyle Duffy, Chris Hickman, 

Joyce King, Erin Winn 
• Safety Team: Todd Knox 
• Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Bill Deemer, Krista Steller 

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 
• 9:30 a.m.  Confirmands and families meet for photos (Sanctuary Chancel)  
• 9:30 a.m.  Nursery Guild and Sunday School Ministry Partners (Parish Hall) gather to sign up 

for opportunities to serve in the coming months. 
• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play and Bible 

Story. This week’s story: “Children Can Serve God” (Hannah and Samuel) Caregivers: Kara 
Milward, Maria Lafrenz 

• 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K – Grade 5 begin in worship & go to Sunday school following 
the Congregational Response.  
• Preschool - Ages 3-5 (Preschool Classroom lower level) Story: “Jesus Keeps Me Safe” (Jesus 

the Good Shepherd) Teachers: Sara Eldridge, Abigail Eldridge 
• Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) This week’s story: “Breakfast with Jesus” (John 

21:1-19) Teacher: Meleah Berkowitz 
• Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Classroom) This week’s story: “Breakfast on the Beach” (John 21:1-

19) Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz  
• 11:15 a.m.  Reception celebrating our Confirmands in Parish Hall. Following worship, the 

congregation is invited to a reception in honor of the Confirmation Class hosted by the 
Congregational Fellowship Committee of the Board of Deacons. 

• 11:15 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks and Consultation (Church Office) Parish Nurse Ellen Carpenter 
 
 

THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO DONATE 
TO THE MINISTRIES  

OF WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
ARE WELCOME TO SCAN HERE.    



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in 
the pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org.  Please complete the Ministry of Friendship 
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to a pastor.  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY – Today we recognize and commission the Class of 2025 during the 
10:00 a.m. worship service.  This is a time of celebration and a milestone on the faith journeys of 
our youth: Charlotte Claire Affrunti, Taryn Marie Barnett, Katherine Jane Bryans, Charles Davis 
Graham. Charlie is unable to present with us today and will be recognized with the next New 
Member Class.  Each youth will receive a Common English Bible which is a gift from Westminster.  The 
Congregational Fellowship Committee of the Board of Deacons will host a reception honoring the 
Confirmands following worship. Thank you to those who served as mentors to our confirmands: Susan 
Day, Krista Steller, Cathy Brower, and Cress Maddox.  

PENTECOST OFFERING - The denominational offering unites the church 
by helping youth begin their life with a solid foundation of faith.  Forty 
percent of all gifts stay within Westminster and our portion will support 
the 2025 Youth Mission Trip. 

BLANKETS+ PW and Springfield’s Church Women United sponsor Blankets+ (formerly Blanket 
Sunday) during May. Church World Services collaborates with local communities to identify 
people with needs and secure resources to build a more viable future. Make checks payable to 
Westminster with Blankets+ in the memo line or give using the Giving page on our website.  
ILLINOIS PRESBYTERIAN HOME CELEBRATES 70TH ANNIVERSARY on Sunday, May 4 at Ace Sign 
Co. located at 2540 S. 1st St., Springfield, IL. Doors open at noon and brunch is served at 1:00 PM.  
This is a Back in the Day Brunch Fundraiser, a retro-themed gathering that brings together our 
residents, families, and friends to honor our rich legacy and bright future. Westminster has sponsored 
a table for the event.  Those who would like to sit at Westminster’s table, please contact Marci Irvine.   

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM will meet on Wednesday, May 7, 4:30 p.m. at Grace 
United Methodist Church, (1612 E. Capital Ave). for our last gathering in the 2024-
2025 program year.  We will meet at Grace.  Those needing transportation, please 
contact Rev. Sarah Biship.  This interfaith fellowship for children and youth meets 
quarterly to promote friendship and share in service. 

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE meets on Wednesday, May 7 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Ellen 
Carpenter (2529 Wydown Ave, 62704).  Julie Robbs will lead the devotional by Catherine of Genoa 
entitled “The Grace of Humility” (pp. 244-250) from the book, Devotional Classics.   

MEN’S BREAKFAST Thursday, May 8 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall. Tim Schweizer, a long-time radio 
personality and sports broadcaster in the Springfield area will speak on local sports. Roy Wehrle will 
provide breakfast. Please RSVP on our website or contact the church office. 
LYDIA CIRCLE   meets on Friday, May 9 at noon for their spring luncheon at Island Bay Yacht Club. 
Please RSVP to Nancy Canady. Circle meetings will resume in September.  

THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION will be Sunday, May 11 during worship.  Each third grader 
will receive a NRSV Spark Bible with an engraved name plate on the cover. It is our hope and prayer 
that these scriptures become a guiding light for our children on their faith journey. Third graders 
receiving Bibles include: Roscoe Thomas Ekstedt, Becca Mae Hill, Rosalind Lucille Huff, Charlotte Anne 
Moore, Emmett Michael O'Reilly, and Evangeline Anne (Eva) Volle. The Children’s Choir will sing.  

http://www.wpcspi.org/


ADULT ED FORUM PRESENTS: Faith, Art, Advocacy Part III: Abolitionism on Sunday, May 11.  As 
Westminster celebrates 190 years of Faith, Art, and Advocacy, the Adult Education Forum will 
present the nineteenth century abolition movement.  Dale Rogers will shed light on the rich history 
of Mercy, James, and Clinton L. Conkling.  This forum meets at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall. 

THE WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER are Invited to a Garden Party on Saturday, 
May 17, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. at the home of Sue Cull (111 Linden Lane, 62712).  
Elizabeth Circle are our hosts as we gather on the weekend of our 190th 
Founders’ Day Celebration. RSVP at wpcspi.org or with jalt@wpcspi.org. 

FOUNDERS’ SUNDAY IS MAY 18!  Join us for 
worship at 10:00 a.m. followed by a dinner 
reception in Parish Hall as we celebrate our 
190th Anniversary.  Westminster’s Timeline 
will be presented.  Created by Susan Day, the 
updated timeline highlights events in the last 
15 years. We look forward to welcoming 

former pastors to our celebration: Dr. Lonnie Lee, Dr. Shelly White Wood, Rev. Mark Merrill, Rev. 
Tasha Blackburn, Rev. Hannah Dreitcer Zyla, and Rev. Trajan Iliff McGill.    
This year, as Dr. Kieffer nears the end of her tenure, we welcome gifts to the Endowment in honor 
of her ministry.  Those who donate or communicate their plans to make a testamentary gift by 
Wednesday, May 14 will be included in the Albert Hale Circle published in the bulletin on May 18 
and in the June Reporter.  Endowment Committee: Jeff Wilday, Chair, Joe Fierstos, Randy 
Germeraad, Christy Pound, Dr. Diane Rutledge, Dale Smith, Todd Wise. Advisory Members: Jim 
Bryans and Lucy Stafford. 
ALL-CHURCH COOKOUT SATURDAY, MAY 31  CONSIDER YOURSELF PART OF THE FAMILY  
The Eleventh Annual All-Church Cookout will be on Saturday, May 31, 4:00 p.m. 
at the Kieffer Home.  THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED!  Mark your calendar and plan 
to attend this festive evening hosted by the Membership Committee.  Please RSVP 
online or by calling Jennie Alt at 217-522-4415 and let us know whether you will 
bring a salad, side dish, or dessert. NEW MEMBERS AND MILESTONE MEMBERS will also 
be recognized at the gathering and will be our guests.  The evening will include a 
sing-along and boat rides. 

VBS: COMPASSION CAMP: WHAT EVERY LIVING THING NEEDS meets Monday – 
Friday, June 9-13 from 9:15 a.m. to noon, children ages 4 to grade 5 will explore 
timeless Bible stories, create beautiful crafts, play fun games, and enjoy delicious 
snacks. Registration for children and ministry partners signups are open on the 
Westminster website.  

STEADFAST NEIGHBOR SERVICE WEEK - JUNE 23-27 Mark your calendars and 
sign up online for this year’s neighborhood outreach.  We invite you to join us for 
one or more days during the fourth week of June as we spread goodwill throughout 
the neighborhood.   
STEADFAST NEIGHBOR MISSION OUTREACH TASK FORCE:  Dr. Todd Knox, Chair, Tim 
Kluge, Keith Hamilton, Bob Leffler, Tom Owen, Julie Robbs, Dr. Diane Rutledge, 
and Pete VanGieson 
 



THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER  
Monday, May 5  
 9:00 AM Garden Club of Springfield (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Retirement Committee (Library) 

Tuesday, May 6  
 10:30 AM Staff Meeting (Pastor's Study) 
 12:00 PM KDO Willing Circle (Youth Room) 
 1:00 PM Knit 2, Purl 4 (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 3:00 PM COMPASS for Kids 
 5:30 PM PNC Meeting (Library) 
 7:00 PM St. Andrews Sisters Rehearsal (Off site) 

Wednesday, May 7 
 10:00 AM Pastors Pray in Chancel (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor's Study) 
 3:30 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support Group 
  (Youth Room) 
 4:30 PM Children of Abraham (Off site) 
 5:30 PM Mission and Community Service Committee 
  (2nd Floor Classroom)  
 7:00 PM Great Decision in WACCI (3rd Floor Classroom) 
 7:00 PM Ruth and Naomi Circle (Off site) 

Thursday, May 8 
 8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (Parish Hall) 
 9:00 AM WCP Mothers’ Day Tea (Parish Hall) 
 4:30 PM Personnel Committee (Pastor’s Study) 
 5:30 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 7:00 PM Choir (Music Room) 

Friday, May 9  
 9:00 AM WCP Mothers’ Day Tea (Parish Hall) 
 12:00 PM Lydia Circle Spring Luncheon (Off site) 
 1:00 PM Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep (Kitchen)  

Saturday, May 10 

Sunday, May 11 
Holy Communion and Mother’s Day 
 10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Sunday School PreK-5 (Third Floor Classroom) 
 11:15 AM  Adult Education Forum (Parish Hall) 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
533 S. Walnut St.  Springfield, Illinois 62704 
Phone (217) 522-4415   Fax (217) 522-4465 
http://www.wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop 
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 
Director for Youth 

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Kara Milward, Erin Winn 
Nursery Coordinators 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 
Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

Braden Barton, James Capler,  
Terry Gietl, Javier Velásquez 
Part-time Custodians  
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