
         W E S T M I N S T E R   

  PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
  Youth Sunday 
  27 April 2025 + 10:00 a.m. 

Welcome and Announcements  Dr. Kieffer 

 Ministry Moment Steadfast Neighbor Service Week Dr. Todd Knox 

 Voluntary Bourée Johann Sebastian Bach 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell. 

 *Call to Worship                                                                 Macklin Metzger  
  Leader: Christ has risen!   
  People: Christ has risen indeed! 

 Leader: Alleluia! Celebrate God in this sacred space.  
                                                     Celebrate God in all places under heaven.  

  People: Praise God with tambourines and dancing! 
 Leader: Praise God with flutes and guitars! 

  People: Praise God with cymbals and drums! 
 Leader: Let everything with life and breath praise God! 

 *Processional Hymn 826 Lift High the Cross Crucifer 

 *Prayer of Confession            Charlotte Affrunti                  
God of the empty tomb and our empty hearts, when we 
are afraid to speak our faith in the world, forgive us and 
help us to find our voice. When we are afraid to forgive 
and to love again, forgive us and give us the power to 
forgive. When we are afraid to stand up to misguided 
authority, join with the weak to make us all strong. When 
we are confined by our hearts, touch us with your 
wounded hand and set us free. When we are locked 
behind our doubts and fears, help us to be true to 
ourselves and true to you, pass through our barricades to 
open our hearts and give us peace. Hear now our silent 
prayers of confession.  



 *Sung Response Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us    Hymnal, Back Cover 

 *Declaration of Pardon 
  and Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be  
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon                        William Affrunti, Liam Kiszely, James Maeda 

  Students in grades Pre-K – 5 will go to Sunday school  
  class during the Congregational Response.  

  Congregational Response Allelluia, Alleluia! Donald Fishel 

  Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give thanks to the risen Lord.   
  Alleluia, Alleluia!  Give praise to God’s name. 

 First Scripture Reading Psalm 150 Kate Bryans 

 Second Scripture Reading John 20:19-31 Maria Lafrenz 

  Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
  People: Thanks be to God.  

 Meditations Joy in Christ Amid Questions  Liam Kiszely, 
   Rev. Sarah Bishop  

Text: “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.”  John 20:25b 



 Anthem I Believe Mark Miller 

I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun 
Even when, even when it's not shining 
I believe in the sun, I believe in the sun 
Even when, even when it's not shining 
I believe in love, I believe in love 
Even when, even when I don't feel it 
I believe in love, I believe in love 
Even when, even when I don't feel it  
I believe in God, I believe in God 
Even when, even when God is silent 

 *Affirmation of Faith                                                                            Juliette Boutelle  
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
  Maker of heaven and earth, 
  and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
  the third day he rose again from the dead; 
  he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
  on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
  from thence he shall come to judge the quick & the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
                Apostle’s Creed 

 The Church at Prayer  Juliana Eastvold 
 Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with your spirit. 
 Leader: Let us pray.  

 Prayers of the People  
 The Lord’s Prayer 

 The Presentation  At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass 
 of Our Gifts the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks. 



 Offertory Lead with Love Melanie DeMore 
  Chorus:   
  You gotta put one foot in front of the other and lead with love  

put one foot in front of the other and lead with love.  
  You gotta put one foot in front of the other and lead with love  

put one foot in front of the other and lead with love. 

  Don’t give up hope You’re not alone don’t you give up,  
keep movin on.  (Chorus)  

  Lift up your eyes don’t you despair look up ahead the path is there. 
(Chorus)  

  I know you’re scared and I’m scared too, but here I am  
right next to you.  (Chorus) 

 *Offertory Response Doxology  Hymnal, 606 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication        Taryn Barnett  

Abundant God, you cause water to flow in desert places. 
You give wine to flow at a wedding feast and food to 
feed five thousand on a grassy mountainside. Your 
generosity astounds and humbles us. We bow down 
before you in gratitude and awe, asking you to receive 
what we have brought in response. May these gifts be a 
pleasing and fragrant offering, for the sake of the world 
you came to save. We pray in your Holy name, Amen.  

 *Hymn 157 I Danced in the Morning Lord of the Dance 

 *Charge and Benediction  Abigail Eldridge & Rev. Sarah Bishop 

 *Voluntary Dancing Toccata Christopher Steele 

  (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

 

 

 



SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Chancel Flowers are given in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and McKennah Tungett who 
were united in marriage in our Sanctuary yesterday, April 26.  

• Sunday Liturgists: Westminster Senior High Youth 
• Acolytes: Harper and Reese Huston  
• Greeter: Jess Weitzel 
• Music: William Affrunti, trumpet; Harper and Reese Huston, Lily Swanson, trebles; Ben Bassett, 

bass; Junior and Senior High Youth Group, Dale Rogers, organist 
• Ushers: George Botanga (Head Usher), Julie Barton, Deb Fritsch, Melanie Humphrey, Dorothy 

Hutchinson-Gross, Debra Parker, Bill Schlosser, Brad Steller 
• Safety Team: Alan Schuermann 
• Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Bill Deemer, Krista Steller 

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. Youth Sunday Practice (Sanctuary) 
• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play and Bible 

Story. This week’s story: “You are One of God’s People” (Moses and the Exodus) Caregiver: 
Erin Winn 

• 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K – Grade 5 begin in worship & go to Sunday school 
following the Congregational Response.  

• Preschool - Ages 3-5 (Preschool Classroom lower level) Story: “Jesus Knows Us and 
Calls Us By Name” (Jesus, the Good Shepherd) Teacher: Chelsea Ekstedt 

• Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) This week’s story: “Thomas Believes” 
(John 20:19-31) Teacher: Meleah Berkowitz 

• Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Classroom) This week’s story: “Thomas Wonders” (John 
20:19-31) Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Adam Ekstedt  

• 11:15 a.m. – 12 noon Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall)  
• Faith, Art, Advocacy Part III: Abolitionism -As Westminster celebrates 190 years of 

Faith, Art, and Advocacy, today’s Adult Education Forum will focus on the nineteenth 
century abolition movement.  Today, Dr. Peter Kieffer will highlight leaders in the 
movement including Elijah Parish Lovejoy who was martyred in 1837 in Alton, IL.   

• 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group - Senior high youth and 8th grade students will 
enjoy Bible study, fellowship and dinner prepared and served by Cara and Chris Barnett. Led 
by Rev. Sarah, Cathy Brower, Susan Day, Kyle Duffy, and Mary Ray. 

 
THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO DONATE 

TO THE MINISTRIES  
OF WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

ARE WELCOME TO SCAN HERE.    

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in 
the pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org.  Please complete the Ministry of Friendship 
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to a pastor.  

PENTECOST OFFERING - The denominational offering unites the church by 
helping youth begin their life with a solid foundation of faith.  Forty percent of 
all gifts stay within Westminster and our portion will support the 2025 Youth 
Mission Trip. 

ADULT ED FORUM presents: Faith, Art, Advocacy Part III: Abolitionism today and May 11.  As 
Westminster celebrates 190 years of Faith, Art, and Advocacy, the Adult Education Forum will 
present the nineteenth century abolition movement.  Today, Dr. Peter Kieffer will highlight leaders 
in the movement including Elijah Parish Lovejoy who was martyred in the year 1837 in Alton, IL.  
On May 11, Dale Rogers will shed light on the rich history of Mercy, James, and Clinton L. Conkling.  
This forum meets at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall following worship. 
WESTMINSTER 190TH ANNIVERSARY RETREAT will be May 1-3 at Pere Marquette Conference 
Center.  This retreat will trace the journeys of our founding abolitionists to Alton (13 of whom signed 
the Lovejoy Anti-Slavery Petition) and the sacrificial role of Elijah Parish Lovejoy during the early 
nineteenth century as we celebrate Westminster’s enduring legacy of faith, art, and advocacy. 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN COLLECT LAYETTE ITEMS during May. Place items in the box located in 
the West Narthex near the elevator. Items for infants under 12 months will be donated to Kumler 
Outreach Ministries. If you shop online, items may be shipped directly to the church. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, MAY 4 The Class of 2025 will be recognized and 
commissioned during the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  This is a time of celebration 
and a milestone on the faith journeys of our youth: Charlotte Claire Affrunti, Taryn 
Marie Barnett, Katherine Jane Bryans, Charles Davis Graham. Each youth will receive 
a Common English Bible which is a gift from Westminster.  The Congregational 
Fellowship Committee of the Board of Deacons will host a reception honoring the Confirmands 
following worship. Thank you to those who served as mentors to our confirmands: Susan Day, Krista 
Steller, Cathy Brower, and Cress Maddox.  
ILLINOIS PRESBYTERIAN HOME CELEBRATES 70TH ANNIVERSARY on Sunday, May 4 at Ace Sign 
Co. located at 2540 S. 1st St., Springfield, IL. Doors open at noon and brunch is served at 1:00 PM.  
This is a Back in the Day Brunch Fundraiser, a retro-themed gathering that brings together our 
residents, families, and friends to honor our rich legacy and bright future.  Poodle skirts, saddle shoes, 
and bow ties are encouraged. Westminster sponsored a table for the event.  Those who would like 
to sit at Westminster’s table, please contact Marci Irvine (217-553-0248).   

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM will meet on Wednesday, May 7, 4:30 p.m. at Grace United 
Methodist Church, (1612 E. Capital Ave). for our last gathering in the 2024-2025 
program year.  We will plan to meet at Grace.  Those needing transportation, please 
contact Rev. Sarah Biship.  This interfaith fellowship for children and youth meets 
quarterly to promote friendship and share in service. 

THIRD GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION will be Sunday, May 11 during worship.  Each third grader 
will receive a NRSV Spark Bible with an engraved name plate on the cover. It is our hope and prayer 
that these scriptures become a guiding light for our children on their faith journey. Third graders 
receiving Bibles include: Roscoe Thomas Ekstedt, Becca Mae Hill, Rosalind Lucille Huff, Charlotte Anne 
Moore, Emmett Michael O'Reilly, and Evangeline Anne (Eva) Volle. The Children’s Choir will sing.  

http://www.wpcspi.org/


THE WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER are Invited 
to a Garden Party on Saturday, May 17, 10:00 
– 11:30 a.m. at the home of Sue Cull (111 Linden 
Lane, 62712).  Elizabeth Circle are our hosts as 
we gather on the weekend of our 190th 

Founders’ Day Celebration. RSVP at wpcspi.org or with jalt@wpcspi.org. 
 

FOUNDERS’ SUNDAY IS MAY 18!  Join us 
for worship at 10:00 a.m. followed by a 
dinner reception in Parish Hall as we 
celebrate our 190th Anniversary.  
Westminster’s Timeline will be presented.  
Created by Susan Day, the updated 
timeline highlights events in the last 15 
years.We look forward to welcoming 
former pastors to our celebration: Dr. Lonnie Lee, Dr. Shelly White Wood, Rev. Mark Merrill, Rev. 
Tasha Blackburn, Rev. Hannah Dreitcer Zyla, and Rev. Trajan Iliff McGill.    

This year, as Dr. Kieffer nears the end of her tenure, we welcome gifts to the Endowment in honor 
of her ministry.  Those who donate or communicate their plans to make a testamentary gift by 
Wednesday, May 14 will be included in the Albert Hale Circle published in the bulletin on May 18 
and in the June Reporter. Endowment Committee: Jeff Wilday, Chair, Joe Fierstos, Randy 
Germeraad, Christy Pound, Dr. Diane Rutledge, Dale Smith, Todd Wise. Advisory Members: Jim 
Bryans and Lucy Stafford. 
ALL-CHURCH COOKOUT SATURDAY, MAY 31   
CONSIDER YOURSELF PART OF THE FAMILY  
The Eleventh Annual All-Church Cookout will be Saturday, May 31, 4:00 p.m. at 
the Kieffer Home.  THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED!  Mark your calendar and plan to 
attend this festive evening hosted by the Membership Committee.  Please RSVP 
online or by calling Jennie Alt at 217-522-4415 and let us know whether you will 
bring a salad, side dish, or dessert. NEW MEMBERS AND MILESTONE MEMBERS will also 
be recognized at the gathering and will be our guests.  The evening will include a 
sing-along and boat rides. 

SIXTH ANNUAL STEADFAST NEIGHBOR OUTREACH 
Westminster is in its sixth year of fulfilling the congregation’s commitment to invest 
$450,000 in our neighborhood over the course of the decade. Letters were sent to 
neighbors on behalf of the Steadfast Neighbor Mission Task Force with extended 
boundaries.  As of April 15, we have received 28 matching grants and 20 service 
week project applications.     
STEADFAST NEIGHBOR TEAM MEETING will be Tuesday, June 17 at 5:30 p.m. in Parish Hall.   

STEADFAST NEIGHBOR SERVICE WEEK - JUNE 23-27 MARK your calendars and sign up online for this year’s 
neighborhood outreach, June 23-27.  We invite you to join us for one or more days during the 
fourth week of June as we spread goodwill throughout the neighborhood.   

STEADFAST NEIGHBOR MISSION OUTREACH TASK FORCE:  Dr. Todd Knox, Chair, Tim Kluge, Keith Hamilton, 
Bob Leffler, Tom Owen, Julie Robbs, Dr. Diane Rutledge, and Pete VanGieson. 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER  
Monday, April 28  
 5:00 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Retirement Committee (Library) 
 5:30 PM Compass Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
  (Parish Hall) 

Tuesday, April 29 
10:30 AM   Presbytery Meeting of Great Rivers (Off-site) 
10:30 AM   Staff Meeting (Pastor's Study) 
 1:00 PM Knit 2, Purl 4 (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 3:00 PM COMPASS for Kids 
 7:00 PM St. Andrews Sisters rehearsal (Off site) 

Wednesday, April 30 
 9:00 AM WCP Fun Fair (Playground) 
 10:00 AM Pastors Pray in Chancel (Sanctuary) 
 10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor's Study) 
 12:30 PM Reporter Mailing 
 4:00 PM Bridges (Tower Classroom) 
 4:00 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support Group  
  (Youth Room) 
 5:00 PM Children’s Choir (Music Room) 
 5:00 PM Membership Meeting (Pastor’s Study) 
 5:30 PM Great Decision in WACCI (3rd Floor Classrm) 
  6:00 PM  Adult Education Committee (Pastor’s Study) 

Thursday, May 1 
   6:00 PM 190th Anniversary Retreat Begins  
  (Pere Marquette Conference Center)   
 1:30 PM Memory Loss Graduate Group  
  (2nd Floor Classroom)  
 6:30 PM WCP Board Meeting (Zoom Call) 

Friday, May 2 
ALL DAY  190th Anniversary Retreat at Pere Marquette   

Saturday, May 3 
10:00 AM 190th Anniversary Retreat Concludes   

Sunday, May 4 
Confirmation Sunday 
Parish Nurse Ministry 
 10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Sunday School PreK-5 (Sanctuary) 
 11:00 AM Confirmation Reception (Parish Hall) 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
533 S. Walnut St.    
Springfield, Illinois 62704 
Phone (217) 522-4415   Fax (217) 522-4465 
http://www.wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop 
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 
Director for Youth 

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Kara Milward, Erin Winn 
Nursery Coordinators 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 
Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

Braden Barton, James Capler,  
Terry Gietl, Javier Velásquez 
Part-time Custodians  

http://www.wpcspi.org/

