Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell
*Call to Worship
Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

Lenten Candle Service

WESTMINSTER

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Fifth Sunday of Lent
6 April 2025 + 10:00 a.m.

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Johannes Brahms

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Isaiah 43
Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
For the Lord is about to do a new thing!
Now it springs forth. Do you not perceive it?
The Lord has prepared a way in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert to give us drink.
Declare God’s praise, O people!
Let us, with every living thing, honor the Lord!

As we extinguish the fifth Lenten candle and continue our
walk toward Holy Week, each light reminds us of the
fragile tenderness and the expansive generosity of the
woman who anointed Christ’s head with oil on his journey
to the cross. Let us pray:

Jesus, you remember us. You honor what we offer in love,
be it expensive oil or a heartfelt lament. When we come
to you and pour ourselves out in love or fear or doubt or
praise, you welcome us. When we feel we have nothing
to give, you embrace us and tell us we are enough.
Surrounded by your overflowing love, we thank you, O
God. Amen.



*Hymn 201

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

A Prophet-Woman Broke a Jar How can I keep from singing

Author of life and Source of all hope, as we journey
through this Holy season, we confess that we forget
you walk with us, love us, and nudge us to turn from
what is evil and towards the good. O Lord, help us to
look clearly at our lives and the world so that we may
set aside our distractions, embrace all you love, and
proclaim good news with joy. Restore us, renew us,
and remember us as we seek you in our word and
deed. Hear now our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. Amen.

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover

Students in grades Pre-K — 5 will go to their Sunday school
following the Congregational Response. Grades 6-7 will
remain in worship.

Spirit of the Living God Living God
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Isaiah 43:16-21 Pew Bible, OT page 672-673

John 12:1-8 Pew Bible, NT pages 106

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Sermon

Anthem

*Affirmation of Faith

Leader:

All:

The Church at Prayer
Choir:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer

Wild Love Rev. Sarah A. Bishop

Text: “Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”

John 12:3

Thou Knowest, Lord Henry Purcell

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy
merciful ears unto our prayer. But spare us, Lord most holy;
O God, most mighty. O holy and merciful Savior, thou most
worthy judge eternal, suffer us not at our last hour, for any
pains of death to fall from thee.

Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 31

Why is Jesus called “Christ,” meaning “anointed”?
Because Christ has been ordained by God the Father and
has been anointed with the Holy Spirit to be our chief
prophet and teacher who fully reveals to us the secret
counsel and will of God concerning our deliverance; our
only high priest who has delivered us by the one sacrifice
of his body, and who continually pleads our cause with
the Father; and our eternal king who governs us by God’s
Word and Spirit, and who guards us and keeps us in the
freedom Christ has won for us.

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,

| can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.
I can hear the brush of angels’ wings

| see glory on each face;

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.



The Presentation
of Our Gifts

Offertory

*Offertory Response

*Prayer of Dedication

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.

Thou Knowest, Lord Bob Chilcott
The text for the offertory is the same as the Anthem.

Doxology Hymnal, 606

Loving God, you alone are worthy of all glory, honor and
praise. We offer these gifts of our labor and our lives with
joy and gratitude. May these gifts be a pleasing and
fragrant offering, for the sake of the world you came to
save, in Christ’s name, Amen.

*Hymn 630  Fairest Lord Jesus Crusader’s Hymn
*Charge and Benediction
Closing Response  Amen William Smith
*Voluntary O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Johannes Brahms
(*) The congregation is invited to stand.
SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

Chancel Flowers are given in celebration of the 59t wedding anniversary of the Rev. Gerald

and Mrs. Judy Boutelle.

Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Call to Worship and Lenten Candle Service: Taryn Barnett and Krista Steller
Greeters: Camille and Ted Proud

Acolytes: Harper and Reese Huston

Ushers: George Botanga (Head Usher), Julie Barton, Greg Boutelle, Deb Fritsch, Sabrina
Holmes, Dorothy Hutchinson-Gross, Debra Parker
Music: The Westminster Choir and Dale Rogers, Organist

Safety Team: John Stafford

Videography and Sound: Bob Fox, Krista Steller, Bill Deemer



EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

e 9:00 a.m. Congregational Care Committee (Pastor’s Study)

e 9:45 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, and two-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play and
Bible Story. This week’s story: “Families protect Each Other” Caregivers: Erin Winn, Lynn
McMenamin

e 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K — Grade 5 and youth in Grades 6 - 7 begin in worship
& go to Sunday school and Confirmation Prep following the Congregational Response.

e Preschool - Ages 3-5 (Preschool Classroom lower level) Story: “Jesus Wants Us to Share
with Others” (Jesus Feeds a Crowd ll) Teachers: Dee Dee Duffy

o Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) This week’s story: “Overflowing Love”
(John 12:1-8) Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz

o Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Classroom) This week’s story: “Extravagant Love” (John 12:1-8)
Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz

11:15 a.m. — Noon

e Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall) presents American Revolution. On the 250th Anniversary
of the Revolutionary War, we will explore how Presbyterian Polity influenced
American Democracy. This class meets today and April 13. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

o Parish Nurse (Church Office) Ellen Carpenter will be available for blood pressure
checks and consultation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in
the pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship
folder located at the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining the next new member class,
speak to Dr. Kieffer or Rev. Bishop.

LENTEN CANDLE SERVICE During Lent, Westminster’s Sunday worship service begins with a Lenten
Candle Service woven into the Call to Worship. A candle will be extinguished each Sunday of Lent
leading to Easter to commemorate Christ’s journey to the cross. This morning, confirmand, Taryn
Barnett and her mentor, Krista Steller will lead us. Taryn is an 8t grader at Grant Middle School
where she plays on the volleyball team and is a Beta Club member. She has been part of the 8t
grade confirmation class this year. She meets with Session on April 23. Confirmation Sunday is May 4.

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER Westminster Youth hosted an enthusiastic crowd of trivia players in
Parish Hall Sunday evening. Thanks to generous donations from Westminter members, the mission
trip fundraiser raised $6,156.

LEGACY OF FAITH PLANNED GIVING RECEPTION will be Tuesday, April 8 from 5:30 — 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Blythe and Peter Kieffer (26 Island Bay Lane, 62712). Hosted by the Support and
Endowment Committee, the purpose of the gathering is to thank those who have remembered
Westminster in their will and to invite others to consider this opportunity. All are welcome. Please
RSVP with Jennie Alt by Monday, April 7 at noon.

SING BY HEART DEMENTIA FREINDLY CHOIR PROGRAM The final session on Wednesday, April
9 will feature a small performance at 11:00 a.m. for family, friends, and the public. The Springfield
Choral Society, in partnership with the Dale and Deborah Smith Alzheimer’s Center at SIU School of
Medicine and Westminster Presbyterian Church, has sponsored this joyful musical experience.



http://www.wpcspi.org/

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST will be Thursday, April 10 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall. Dr. David
Sandercock with Memorial Health Internal Medicine will speak and field questions on men’s wellness
topics. Rich Canady will provide breakfast, and Tim Kluge will provide devotions. Please RSVP on
our website or by contacting the church office.

A PERSONAL HISTORY OF MOVING RACIAL AND ECONOMIC EQUALITY FORWARD IN
BRONZEVILLE On Thursday, April 10 at 5:00 p.m., a presentation about Southside Chicago
neighborhoods given by Sherry Williams and sponsored by the lllinois State Historical Society will
be held in the Sanctuary. A reception precedes the program at 4:30 p.m. in the West Narthex.

DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE) meets Friday, April 11 at 5:30 p.m. Bob Bunn will speak on the
“Bunn & Lincoln Family Friendship.” Please note this session will be on the second Friday of April.
RSVP with the weekly email link, website, or call the church office.

FAMILY MATTERS ZOO TRIP SATURDAY, April 12, 11:30-2:00pm Families with young children
(birth to Grade 5) are invited to join in a trip to the Henson Robinson Zoo on Saturday, April 12.
We will meet in the park at 11:30 a.m. for a picnic lunch and time to enjoy the park. Then, at 12:30
p.m., we will make our way through the zoo exhibits. Families will purchase their own tickets at the
zoo. Please RSVP to Meleah and Aaron at berkowitz@wpcspi.org.

ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH are invited to meet on Palm Sunday in Parish
m Hall at 9:45 a.m. with their ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING FisH BOXES. We wil

prepare for the processional with palms and presentation of our fish boxes.

THE EASTER MUSIC AND DECORATIONS FUNDS provide for the Millikin Brass Quartet on Easter
Day as well as other musical offerings and for the palms and lilies for Holy Week and Easter. The
suggested donation is $25 per fund. For both giving opportunities, a list of donors and those whom
they are remembering are printed in the Easter bulletin. Make checks to WPC with the appropriate
designations. The deadline for the bulletin wording is Palm Sunday, April 13.

ELIZABETH CIRCLE meets on Monday, April 14 at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom. Lynn
McMenamin will lead Lesson 8 & 9 “Intergenerational Justice & Sustaining Creations Health for All”
from the PW Horizon’s Bible Study Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All
Creation.

LYDIA CIRCLE meets on Tuesday, April 15 at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Joyce Matthews. Joyce will
host and Nancy Scott will lead Lesson 7 “Economic Climate Justice” PW Horizon’s Bible Study Let
Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Creation.

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP The Apostles’ Read Library Book Group meets Tuesday,
April 22 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in the Ziegler Library to discuss This is How it Always Is by Laurie
Frankel. New members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

YOUTH SUNDAY, APRIL 27 On Sunday, April 27, our youth will lead worship at
the 10:00 a.m. service. This year’s theme is Joy in Christ Amid Questions based on
John 20:19-31. Senior Liliana Kennerly and Junior Liam Kiszely will present
reflections on the text. Junior and Senior High youth will serve as liturgists and
present special music.

ADULT ED FORUM PRESENTS: FAITH, ART, ADVOCACY PART lll: ABOLITIONISM SUNDAYS,
APRIL 27, MAY 11 As Westminster celebrates 190 years of Faith, Art, and Advocacy, the Adult
Education Forum will present the nineteenth century abolition movement. On April 27, Dr. Peter
Kieffer will highlight the giants in the movement including Elijiah Parish Lovejoy who was martyred
in the year 1837 in Alton, IL. On May 11, Dale Rogers will shed light on the rich history of Mercy,
James, and Clinton L. Conkling. This forum meets at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall following worship.




HOLY WEEK

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 13
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary

The Reverend Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer will preach. During the 10:00 a.m. worship service, Sunday school
children and youth will lead us in the processional with palms and their One Great Hour of Sharing
fish boxes. The center aisle pews will be lined with donated coats. The Westminster Children’s Choir
will sing Hosanna, Heysanna, Wave Your Palms, and the Westminster Choir will sing O Divine
Redeemer of Gounod.

THE PASSION OF CHRIST ART DISPLAY
April 13-20 in Parish Hall

Artwork depicting the Passion of Christ will be displayed in Parish Hall. Through the eyes of
renowned artists, we will witness Christ’s entry into Jerusalem and the events of Holy Week leading
to His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension. Westminster’s Labyrinth will be displayed in Parish
Hall during Holy Week for those who would like to practice this discipline of prayer.

MAUNDY THURSDAY COMMUNION SERVICE, APRIL 17
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop will preach, and the Westminster Choir will sing 7o Mock Your Reign,
O Dearest Lord, What Wondrous Love is This, and Lamb of God. The service will include the solemn
stripping of the Chancel accompanied by the Adagio for Strings of Samuel Barber and the seven last
words of Christ.

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 20
10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary
The Reverend Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer will preach, and the Westminster Choir will be joined by members
of the Millikin Brass in Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus, The Coronation Te Deum of Stanford and other

festive music for Easter Day. The Chancel will be filled with the cross of lilies, a cherished tradition at
Westminster.

Easter Egg Hunt in Parish Hall follows 10:00 a.m. Worship.

THE EASTER MUSIC FUND and DECORATION FUND donations provide for special music and lilies.
For both of these giving opportunities, a list of donors and those whom they are remembering are
printed in the Easter bulletin. Donations with wording requested by Palm Sunday, April 13.

LENTEN COAT DRIVE — We are collecting new or lightly used coats in the West Narthex which will
line the center pews of our Sanctuary on Palm Sunday and then be donated to Contact Ministries.
Thank you for the 45 coats donated already.




THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, April 7
9:00 AM  Garden Club (Parish Hall)

Tuesday, April 8
10:30 AM  Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)
1:00 PM  Knit 2, Purl 4 (2nd Floor Classroom)
5:30 PM  Legacy of Faith Planned Giving Reception
(Kieffer home)
Wednesday, April 9

10:00 AM  Pastors Pray in Chancel
10:00 AM  Sing by Heart Dementia Choir (Parish Hall)
10:30 AM  Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
3:30 PM  Depression and Bi-Polar Group (Youth Rm)
4:00 PM  Bridges (Tower Classroom)
4:30 PM  Fiscal Committee (Pastor’s Study)
5:00 PM  Children’s Choir (Music Room)
5:30 PM  PNC Meeting (Library)
5:15 PM  Session Coordinating (Pastor’s Study)
6:00 PM  Board of Deacons (2" Floor Classroom)
7:00 PM  Great Decision in WACCI (3™ Floor Classrm)
Thursday, April 10
8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast (Parish Hall)
1:00 PM  PEO BF Meeting (Parish Hall)
4:00 PM WPC Presbyterian Home Worship (IPH)
5:00 PM IL State Historical Society Program (Sanctuary)
5:30 PM  Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2nd Floor Classrm)
7:00 PM  Westminster Choir (Music Room)
Friday, April 11

1:00 PM  Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep (Kitchen)
5:30 PM DMA Potluck (Parish Hall)
6:15 PM  DMA Program (Parish Hall)

Saturday, April 12
11:00 AM  Church Mice
11:30 AM  Family Matters Zoo Trip (Off site)

Sunday, April 13
Holy Communion

Palm Sunday
9:00 AM  Earth Care Committee (Library)
10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10:15 AM  Sunday School (Pre-K- Grade 5)
11:15 AM  Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall)
5:00 PM  Senior High Youth Group (Parish Hall)

Westminster Presbyterian Church
533 S. Walnut St.
Springfield, lllinois 62704

Phone (217) 522-4415 www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Reverend Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Kara Milward, Erin Winn
Nursery Coordinators

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Veldsquez
Part-time Custodians




