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Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary
*Ringing of the Bell
*The Little Entry

*Call to Worship

Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

*Processional Hymn 619

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

St. Andrew’s Sunday

Christ the King Sunday

24 November 2024 + 10:00 a.m.

Highland Cathedral Roever and Korb

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Psalm 90:1,2

Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations;
you have been our home throughout all the ages.

You were there before the world was made

and will be there forever.

From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.

Come, let us worship with reverence and joy.

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven Lauda anima

Holy God, how often we trust in the promises of earthly
rulers instead of the power of your love; help us to turn
our hears toward you and to become truth tellers. Restore
us in your love and set us free to forgive as we have been
forgiven, by the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ. Hear
now our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover



*Declaration of Pardon and
Passing of the Peace

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Sermon

Special Music

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. Amen.

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

God welcomes all, strangers and friends.
God’s love is strong, and it never ends.

Children in grades Pre-K-Grade 5 go to Sunday School
and Youth in Grades 6-7 go to Confirmation Prep
following the Congregational Response.

2 Samuel 23:1-7 Pew Bible, OT pages 299-300

John 18:33-37 Pew Bible, NT page 113

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

What is Truth? Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: For this | was born, and for this | came into the world, to
testify to the truth. John 18:37b

Amazing Grace Anglo-American Tune



*Affirmation of Faith A Brief Statement of Faith

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:

preaching good news to the poor and release to the
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the
children, healing the sick and binding up the
brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead,

vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and
evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.

With believers in every time and place,

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death

can separate us from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Church at Prayer

Choir:  Surely the presence of our God is in this place,
I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.
| can hear the brush of angels’ wings, | see glory on each face;
Surely the presence of our God is in this place.
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And with your spirit.
Pastor:  Let us pray.

Prayers of the People
and The Lord’s Prayer

The Presentation At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
of our Gifts  the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.



Offertory A Scottish Blessing David Blackwell

Be a light before to lead me; be a guiding star above;

Jesu, may | always know thee, may | always know thy love.
There is no bird that soars the mountain, there is no deer
upon the hill, there is no creature of the forest,

but shall sing thy praises still.

Be a kindly shepherd for me, keep me safe through all my days;
Jesu, may | always know thee, may | always sing thy praise.
There is no life that swims the ocean; there is no creature

of the sea; there is no fish within the river but proclaims

its praise for thee.

As the day falls into evening, as the night is lit with stars,

at the ending of life’s journey may thy heavenly peace be ours.
Let every creature in God’s kingdom, let every life upon the
shore sing praise to God, the world’s creator,

sing praises now and evermore.

*Offertory Response  Doxology Hymnal, 606

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication = Holy God, you call us from every tribe, language, people,
and nation to share in your everlasting kingdom.
Bless these gifts which we offer that we may extend your
blessing to others, in Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

*Hymn 33 Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show Llanfair

*Charge and Benediction

*March and Retreat  Scotland the Brave Traditional

(*) The congregation is invited to stand.

IN MEMORIAM

Charlaine T. Barker 11/02/1928 - 11/07/2024
United with Westminster 12/07/1972




SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

e Chancel Flowers are given by Elaine Hoff in memory of her son Scott Hoff whose love,
laughter and compassion will be forever remembered and missed.

e West Narthex Flowers are given in loving memory of Roxie and David Reid by their
daughter and son-in-law, Heather and Norm Hoback.

e Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald Boutelle
e Greeters: Dee Dee, Rick, Kyle, Kirsten, and Brooks Duffy
e  Worship Leader: Liam Kiszely
e Acolytes: Brooke Boutelle and Connor Hill
Bible and Cross Carriers: James Maeda and Abigail Eldridge

o Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher) Kyle Duffy, Melanie Green, Chris Hickman, Joyce
King, Tom Massey, Coleman Moore

Safety Team: Brad Steller
Music: Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, Organist, Aerwyna Eastvold, Clarinet,
St. Andrew’s Pipes and Drums

e Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Krista Steller

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

e 9:45 a.m.-12 noon Infants, toddlers, two & three year olds (Nursery) gather for play
and Bible Story. This week’s story: “We Can Show God’s Love to Others!” (Naomi and
Ruth) Caregivers: Erin Winn, Lynn McMenamin

e 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K — Grade 5 begin in worship with their families & go
to Sunday school following the Congregational Response.
e Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) Story: “Pilate’s Question” (John
18:33-37) Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Lindsay Boutelle
e Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Classroom) Story: “Jesus, Our King” (John 18:33-37)
Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz, Adam Ekstedt
e Grades 6-7 (Conference Room) Lesson 25 of Echo titled “Parables” from the Echo
curriculum. Teachers: Mary Ray and Joe Fierstos
e 11:15 a.m. — noon
e Grade 8 Confirmation (Conference Room) Lessons Five: “Scripture and Creeds”
and Six: “The Dark Ages” Teacher: Dr. Aaron Berkowitz
e  Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall) presents “Journey to a Holy Place: Pilgrimage in a
Globalizing World”. This two-part series, introduces pilgrimages as a common

feature in many world religions, including Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and
Hinduism. Led by Dr. Debra Parker.

ST. JOHN’S BREADLESS BREADLINE FUNDRAISER
Westminster hosts this annual fundraiser on behalf of the St. John’s Breadline which serves hot
food 365 days a year. We join congregations throughout Springfield to ask members for
financial support to relieve hunger as we approach Thanksgiving. Look for a table in the West
Narthex and thank you for your thoughtful generosity.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about us is in our Welcome Brochure located in the pew
pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder
located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, speak to Dr. Kieffer.

2025 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN “FAITHFUL, HOPEFUL, LOVING” - Westminster continues to
accept 2025 stewardship pledges. As of Thursday, November 21, we have received 196 pledges for
a total of $809,280 which is 90% of our $902,870 goal. Pledges are welcome and can be placed
in the offering plate, mailed, or made online at www.wpcspi.org.

CONTACT MINISTRIES ADOPT A FAMILY This year, Westminster will again
sponsor the nine families living in the Contact Ministries transitional shelter,
providing Christmas gifts as they work their way toward independence. The
signups are available now on our website. Additionally, a table will be available
in The West Narthex today for those who would like to review printed lists and
make a selection. Gifts can be dropped off under the smaller Christmas tree in the
elevator lobby or ordered for direct delivery to Westminster (make sure to notify
Jennie Alt to expect a package!). All gifts need to be at the church by Wednesday. December 11.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS go up on Monday, November 25 at 10:00 a.m. in anticipation of the
first Sunday in Advent, December 3. If you would like to help, please contact Dale Rogers.

KNIT 2 PURL 4 MISSION AND FELLOWSHIP meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor
Classroom. Knitters will knit at church on November 26, December 3, 10, and 17 and at home
December 24, 31 and January 7. Contact Mary Jo Jenkins at 217-622-8657.

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP on Tuesday, November 26 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in
the Ziegler Library to discuss The Ballot and the Bible by Kaitlin Scheiss. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

ADULT EDUCATION FORUM presents “Journey to a Holy Place: Pilgrimage in a Globalizing
World” Sundays, November 24 and December 1 at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall. This two-part series,
introduces pilgrimages as a common feature in many world religions, including Christianity, Islam,
Buddhism, and Hinduism. Led by Dr. Deb Parker who is a Senior Instructor at Western Governors
University. She has a Ph.D. in English Studies from lllinois State University.

NEW MEMBER CLASS will be held Sundays, December 1 and 8, 9:00 — 9:45 a.m. in the Pastor’s
Study. Anyone who has been visiting and would like to learn more about the church, its mission,
and becoming a member is invited. New members will be received at the 10:00 a.m. service on
December 15 following a Special Session meeting at 9:30 a.m.

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE meets on Wednesday, December 4 7:00 p.m. at the home of Blythe
Denham Kieffer (26 Island Bay Lane, 62712). Debbie Parker will lead the devotional by G.K.
Chesterton “A Magical Universe” (pp. 333-338). RSVP to Judy at 217-691-1057.

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE HOSTS CHRISTMAS TEA Friday, December 6, noon to
2:00 p.m. in Parish Hall. All women of Westminster and their guests are invited to
enjoy an afternoon of tea sandwiches, salads, and desserts with a musical program by
the St. Andrews Sisters, accompanied by Dale Rogers.



http://www.wpcspi.org/
http://www.wpcspi.org/

ADVENT AT WESTMINSTER

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 1
ADVENT WREATH

We begin the Season of Advent, the time of waiting and preparing, on Sunday, December
1 with the lighting of the Advent Wreath. Thank you to the new members who will lead
us in this Westminster tradition. An Advent Introit will be presented each Sunday by
Harper and Reese Huston, Maria Lafrenz, and Lily Swanson.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 8
CHILDREN’S CHOIR sings during 10:00 a.m. service

The 10:00 a.m. service will include special music by the Children’s Choir (Grades K-5)
under the direction of Katie Moore, Director for Children’s Music.

ADVENT CELEBRATION at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall

A reception in Parish Hall will follow worship and include a festive brunch, the singing of
Christmas Carols, the creating of ornaments, and the decorating of Christmas cookies.
Children who were not in Sunday School on November 24 or December 1 will have the
opportunity to create an advent wreath for home.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 15

Westminster’s chancel and West Narthex will be filled with red poinsettias. Following the
service the Board of Deacons will deliver the poinsettias to members who have lost loved
ones since Easter and shut ins. Special music will be “Comfort Ye My People” from
Handel’s “Messiah.”

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 22
SUNDAY SCHOOL PROCESSION during 10:00 a.m. service
The Sunday School children will recreate the Nativity in the Second Floor Classroom,
process in their costumes during the closing hymn “Joy to the World,” and join the pastors
in the Chancel for the Charge and Benediction.

CHRISTMAS VESPERS at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary
On Sunday, December 22 at 4:00 p.m. in the afternoon, Westminster’s Christmas Vespers
program will include choral music and carols sung by the Westminster Choir and the St.
Andrew’s Sisters, with Dale Rogers, Organist.

CHRISTMAS MUSIC AND DECORATION FUNDS

Members and friends are invited to make a suggested donation of $25 to support
Westminster’s decorations funds, which includes the poinsettias. You may send a check
or go online at www.wpcspi.org to donate. Donations of $25 or more to the Special
Music Fund are also accepted at this time. Please submit your donations with your desired
wording and dedications by Monday, December 9. Thank you for your generosity!




THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, November 25
9:30 AM  King’s Daughters Board Meeting
(3" Floor Classroom)
10:00 AM  Decorate for Christmas

Tuesday, November 26

10:30 AM  Staff meeting (Pastor’s Study)

12:30 PM  Reporter Mailing (2™ Floor Classroom)
1:00 PM  Knit 2 Purl 4 (2" Floor Classroom)
3:00 PM  Compeass for Kids
6:00 PM  Apostles Read Book Club (Library)
7:30 PM  St. Andrew’s Sisters Rehearsal (Off site)

Wednesday, November 27
4:00 PM  Depression and Bi-Polar Support
(Conference Room)
5:00 PM  Helping Hands Meal Delivered

Thursday, November 28
Church Office Closed

Friday, November 29
Church Office Closed

Saturday, November 30

Sunday, December 1
Parish Nurse Ministries (Church Office)

10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)

10:15 AM  Sunday School K — Grade 5

(Third Floor Chapel and Classroom)

10:15 AM  Confirmation Prep (Conference Room)
11:15 AM  Confirmation (Conference Room)
11:15 AM  Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall)

Westminster Presbyterian Church
533 S. Walnut St.

Springfield, lllinois 62704

Phone (217) 522-4415
http://www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
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The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
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Mary Ray
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Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Erin Winn, Kara Milward
Nursery Co-coordinator

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton
James Capler

Terry Gietl

Javier Veladsquez
Part-time Custodians




