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But It is Not So Among You
Mark 10: 43-44
“But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your
servant, “‘and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.

Good morning and introduction -

It is honor and joy to join you this morning, and I am excited to explore this passage from Mark
with you but before we join James and John, let me introduce myself:

I am Rev. Sarah Bishop, a pastor, educator and disciple of Christ Jesus since I remember peaking
over the pews of First Presbyterian Church of Marysville OH with my family and yes, brother
Erik. From that congregation, I learned of Jesus' love from Sunday School teachers, children's
choir directors, youth leaders, pastors, friends and families. From that foundation, I strengthened
my understanding and commitment to being Presbyterian through college and an unmistakable
call to ministry when that little church trusted me with Vacation Bible School for the first time.
With that deep theological grounding of seminary at Louisville Presbyterian Theological
Seminary, I have served churches in Frankfort KY, South Bend IN and most recently Winter
Haven FL all within calls around my passion in ministry, Christian Education.

Yet, the Holy Spirit called me to seek again to serve a place where, if you’ll indulge me to quote
what was written in my Personal Discernment Profile about the church I wanted to serve, as it
said: "a congregation who takes to heart the promises, made at baptism, to those in their midst.
Together we are guiding, nurturing one another, joyful in prayer, transformational education,
service and dynamic in worship as well as grace-full in encouraging faithful membership in
Christ’s body. Together we wrestle with these hard questions about being a Christian in today’s
world with creativity and heartfelt curiosity which enables the fostering of genuine community."
Words, I thoughtfully and prayerfully wrote about the future, next call. Do you see the lived life
and ministry of Westminster in that description? As I spoke with your APNC and experienced
Westminster, I indeed saw alive in this church community those attributes and hopes for
ministry. And so, with the Holy Spirit’s guidance I has brought me before you today.

As I shared in the Children's Sermon, I am a sibling to a brother (I am indeed sorry I cannot also
share the photos. You can see them later.) I am the older sibling by a year but the running joke in
my family is just exactly at what age my brother became the bigger sibling. Him and I differ on
that point of family history.

I say I was the bigger, stronger, sister in charge for longer time in our childhood than he
remembers. Especially, as we playfully re-imagine our history together to share anecdotes about
our childhood with his own kids - he has 2 boys and a girl, siblings that don't always get along,
too. I am proudly Aunt Sarah who gets to create wonderful childhood memories with them.

In remembering and re-spinning my own childhood stories of sibling rivalry, adventures and of
course, some zany flourishing to our gang up together and beat our parents’ moments, I am
honest to admit. Sure, they happened, but maybe not exactly as I or even he remembers, but as
Mark Twain has famously said: "Don't let facts get in the way of a good story'
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"Teacher, we want you to do..."

So as I recall those moments when my brother and I settle in to weave another embellished story
of siblings facing impossible odds with a brother and sister who fought constantly and yet, loved
each other and achieved something great in a story to teach his children to truly care for each
other; I see echoes of those stories in the Gospel of Mark's telling of James and John, the sons of
Zebedee's moment to shine or maybe not shine as they speak to Jesus -

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”

I always have so many questions as I read these snippets of conversations. We have so many
moments in the gospels when the disciples ask Jesus their own questions, ideas, where they
aren’t on the same page with Jesus. Then, especially in Mark, they are spun around, turned
upside down and rearranged to beloved disciples, brothers like James and John truly worthy of
their nickname - "Sons of Thunder."

What a bold demand these brothers make to our Lord? Was it even a question? I may have
missed that. Just where in their journey together with their Lord and Savior, had these two
brothers, sat down and worked out, exactly, how to ask how they would be rewarded for their
faithfulness - "okay, okay," I imagine, as two brothers move in conversations seamlessly from
bickering, arguing, to compromise and final proposal, "you, James can be at Jesus' right but that
means I, John, get his left, good? Alright, let’s go ask him."

Just immediately after Jesus foretells his death, and resurrection, the words, as verse 33 from
Chapter 10 reads, "‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be handed over
to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him
over to the Gentiles; **they will mock him, and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him; and
after three days he will rise again.’

NOW, now is the time to make requests? And yet, Jesus is a level of Zen and patience I have
seen in many a parent as the inevitable sibling's squabbling turns to late night ice cream requests
from both doe eyed children.

As one scholar notes:

"The words that come to my mind are, “Who do you think you are?”” The words that Jesus says
are, “What is it you want me to do for you?” Surely, he must realize that Zebedee’s boys need to
straighten out their values and goals. After all, their primary concern is where they will sit in
glory, not whether they can actively pursue a ministry or earn rightful acclaim. Yet Jesus
engages their request respectfully, if also firmly. “You do not know,” he tells them." !

"You do not know."

"You do not know." As the brother's imagine the access to power, to glory, to divine favor, in
asking of Jesus to sit at his right and left hands; reminiscent of other powerful leaders, chief
advisors' to kings, the fact that Jesus does not deny them outright - is a patient Lord, indeed.

! Chapman, Stephen "Sons of Entitlement: Mark 10:35-45" The Christian Century. Oct 12, 2006.
https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2006-10/sons-entitlement Accessed Oct 17, 2024.
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Jesus' question in return, in answer highlights for all of us, just how child-like we all can be
approaching a life of discipleship. And even as Christ Jesus again retells the true depth of his
journey, they do not hesitate. They don't pause, these sons of thunder rubble on, they don't
reflect, and they certainly don't engage one another in an argument of re-negotiating the terms of
leadership; they affirm their desire to follow. And most surprising, as Jesus does not deny their
request but rather foreshadows their true journey- Christ’s disciples definitely will not be what
they envisioned.

The theologian Barclay notes that this use by Jesus of the word baptism, does indeed mean 'to
dip or submerge', but in the original Greek does not always refer to water. While our minds and
most likely our hapless brothers as well, may draw back to the blessings and forgiveness baptism
with water indeed provides. However, this baptism is one of pain, sacrifice and even, death.

Yet the conversation ends here for James, John and Jesus.

And like all good family drama, the rest of the disciples are now weighing in as well as our text
continues.

Are they angry because our Sons of Thunder were too bold, inconsiderate, in asking Jesus of
such favors or are they jealous that James and John asked first? The Gospel of Mark has already
noted a moment before where the disciples have argued among themselves as to who was the
greatest a few chapters back. We may never know, but we do know that the infighting was
enough for Jesus to call them together and shed even more light into his calling, into his work as
Savior. Let's hear again his words to all the disciples,

“You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them,
and their great ones are tyrants over them. *’But it is not so among you, but whoever wishes to
become great among you must be your servant, **and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all. *’For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life
a ransom for many.”

Servant leadership -

The redefinition by Jesus as to what it means to rule, to live in God’s kingdom, to be great, to
truly be of God is to serve.

And I wonder today, just how does such a life may look, I look to those around me as we have
faced large natural disaster recovery across the country. A particular place comes to mind both in
its connection to my experiencing Christ alive but also as an example of servant leadership
today.

ILLUSTRATION -Black Mountain Presbyterian Church - Black Mountain, NC

A little piece of my heart is left in a place that I have felt God is in the thin space that is Montreat
and Black Mountain NC. A place where I have brought young people to deepen their faith for a
decade through their youth conferences but also, I think most surprisingly, I heard God's
commitment to me as well.
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So, it had me in anxious watch as Hurricane Helene ripped through that part of Western North
Carolina, over three weeks ago. I am sure a lot of you as well have connections to that part of
the country or have seen the photos, news stories and devastation that the hurricane wrought.

And so, as the news began to really expand on just how much Western North Carolina and others
has been affected, I turned to my reliable news source of friends and larger Presbyterian church
family to see how Montreat, Black Mountain are doing and to see how I can help. I came across
the daily updates from a little church in Black Mountain. The Black Mountain Presbyterian
Church has been sharing on Facebook how they been both a repair of the breach and restoration
of hope for their community.

In that time of great lost for many, and as many struggled to clean-up, comprehend what had
happened and set things anew, the church served -

-they are serving hot meals to hundreds of community people daily
-they are serving as a food pantry with free food, water, diapers,
They are sharing household needs -fresh sheets, blankets, towels, sanitary items.

-they are providing to their community items to help them clean up, stay warm and so much
more

that they've been offering thanks and assurance of in going need but there is no more space to
store additional supplies. Donations have been asked to be directed to financial support for them
and other local organizations to continue service into the future.

Servant leadership poured in as we truly care for one another and I was strengthened to hear as
they continue work for the long-haul, as the pastor of Black Mountain Presbyterian, Rev. Mary
Katherine Robinson has powerfully said:

"The roar of love has now become stronger, more consistent, more bold than the roar of the
waters that knocked us down 16 days ago." 2

Conclusion

This roar of love, this servant leadership is a challenge to us all, because like the journey of Jesus
to the cross and the triumph of resurrection, it is a life-long one. It is tomorrow focused. This
work of caring for one another, serving one other is small, minute by minute decisions where we
are to show compassion for another. It is ...

It is so among you, I am assured - and as I look forward to hearing your stories of servant
leadership as a church, as families, as disciples. And as I join you all here at Westminster so we
may, together serve our Lord, fully and forever.

2 “The Roar of Love” sermon 10.13.2024, Rev. Mary Katherine Robinson, Black Mountain Presbyterian Church)



