
 W  E  S  T  M  I  N  S  T E R  

              PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH 

 First Sunday after Christmas Day 

                 29 December 2024 + 10:00 a.m. 

  

 

 Welcome and Announcements  

 Voluntary Noël Louis Claude Daquin 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower bell. 

 *Call to Worship 

 Leader: Let our spirits rejoice in God our Savior, 

  who has done great things for us, and for all people. 

 All: God scatters the proud in the imagination of their hearts, 

and raises up those who humble themselves. 

 Leader: God fills the hungry with good things  

  and satisfies those who thirst for goodness.  

 All: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, 

  peace and goodwill to all. 

 Leader: Come! Let us worship the God who saves. 

 *Hymn 140 Once in Royal David’s City Irby 

 *Prayer of Confession Holy and loving God, we confess the times we have 

  tried to silence questions and been afraid of the 

  consequences of asking. Often our fear prevents us from 

  providing space for wonder, and exploration and 

  discovery.  Forgive us and empower us to trust 

  you enough to dare to wonder, to question, to change, 

  and to grow.  Hear now our silent prayers of confession.  



 *Sung Response Lord Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Page 

 *Declaration of Pardon 

 and Passing of the Peace  

 Leader:  Friends, believe the good news.  

 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you.  

 People: And also with you.  

 Leader: Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri  

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit  

  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

  world without end. Amen.   

   Children’s Sermon 

 Congregational Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

 Response go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

Children in  Pre-kindergarten – Grade 5 go to Sunday School 

class following the Congregational Response.  

 First Scripture Reading Luke 2:41-52 Pew Bible, NT page 59 

 Second Scripture Reading Colossians 3:12-17 Pew Bible, NT page 201 

 Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People:  Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon Let the Peace of Christ Rule in Your Hearts 

    Rev. Sarah A. Bishop 

  Text: “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 

indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” 

Colossians 3:15 

 

 

 



 Solo Where Is the Child? John Ness Beck 

  Where is the child?  When I was a child, He seemed closer to me. 

I’ve wandered afar with no guiding star from the child of Gallilee. 

Where is the joy of that tiny boy?  And where’s the laughter and 

glee?  And where’s the delight of this holy night?  And where’s 

the child in me?  Why should we lose all the happiness of caroling, 

and who should refuse all the joy the season’s love can bring? 

When did I grow too old to remember all of the glow of home 

in December?  Where is the child, the innocent child?  Can I be 

beguiled to let him find me?  What do I hear?  A sound, faint but 

clear; do children still sing their song?  I know I can find that child’s 

peace of mind.  Make me a child again for today and all my life long. 

 *Affirmation of Faith   A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God, 

we trust in Jesus Christ, 

fully human, fully God.  

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:  

preaching good news to the poor  

and release to the captives,  

teaching by word and deed  

and blessing the children,  

healing the sick  

and binding up the brokenhearted,  

eating with outcasts,  

forgiving sinners,  

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks  

and to live holy and joyful lives,  

even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, 

praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 The Church at Prayer  

  Choir: Surely the presence of our God is in this place, 

  I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace. 

  I can hear the brush of angels’ wings 

  I see glory on each face;   

  Surely the presence of our God is in this place. 

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And with your spirit. 

 Pastor: Let us pray. 



 Prayers of the People 

 The Lord’s Prayer  Hymnal, page 35 

 The Presentation and At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass  

 Dedication of Our Gifts the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks. 

 

  Offertory In the Lonely Midnight A. P. Howard 

   In the lonely midnight, on the wintry hill, 

   Shepherds heard the angels singing, “Peace, goodwill.” 

   Listen, O ye weary, to the angel’s song, 

   Unto you the tidings of great joy belong. 

  *Offertory Response Doxology Hymnal, 606 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God, all creatures here below 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   *Prayer of Dedication      Holy and loving God, through the offering of these gifts, 

we become a more open people – open-minded in hearing 

your word and wisdom, open-hearted in healing a broken 

world, open-handed in heeding your call to charity and 

enacted love. With thanks for all good gifts, we present a 

portion of our substance and the whole of ourselves. 

Amen.  

 *Hymn 145 What Child is This? Greensleeves 

 *Charge and Benediction 

 *Voluntary Swiss Noël Louis Claude Daquin 

 

  (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald Boutelle 

• Worship Leader: Will Hovey 

• Acolytes: Lily Swanson and Conner Hill 

• Greeters: Sarah and Bob Zerfas 

• Ushers: George Botanga (Head Usher), Mervice Alah Abung, Julie Barton, Deb Fritsch, Greg 

Humphrey, Melanie Humphrey, Julie McDonough 

• Safety Team: Marilyn Rigney 

• Music: Brian Richardson, Baritone, and Dale Rogers, Organist 

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, two - three-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play 

and Bible Story. This week’s story: “Baby Jesus is Here!” (The Christmas Story) Caregiver: 

Aaron Berkowitz 

• 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K – Grade 5 and begin in worship & go to Sunday 

school following the Congregational Response.  

• Kindergarten - Grade 5 (Third Floor Chapel) Story: “Praise God” (Psalm 148) 

Teacher: Meleah Berkowitz 

• 11:15 a.m. College-age youth meet in West Narthex for Brunch at Boone’s  

 

  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is on our website at www.wpcspi.org.  

Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder located on the end of each pew. If you are 

interested in joining Westminster, speak to one of the pastors. 

THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING is an annual special collection of the Presbyterian Church. It 

supports church workers and their families in times of need and funds scholarships for racial/ethnic 

students. Please look for the offering envelopes to give toward this special fund and nurture the 

promise of future leaders and those who serve the church. THE PERFECT GIFT is this year’s theme. 

IN MEMORIAM 

John W. Kirk   03/17/1952 – 12/20/2024 

United with Westminster 09/28/1980 

http://www.wpcspi.org/


 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO ELECT PNC 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025 

Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, January 5, immediately  

following worship, to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) that will  

recommend a candidate for Co-Pastor who will transition to Head of Staff.   

A congregational gathering will follow the meeting in Parish Hall to  

provide an opportunity for input from members.  

Thank you to all who made a nomination and to the 2024 Nominating Committee which  

includes Eleanor VanDeventer, Chair, Dr. Michael Nenaber, Brad Steller, Dr. Alan Stutz,  

Carolyn Swanson and Julie Sundquist.   

 

 

COLLEGE-AGE BRUNCH TODAY  All college-age youth are invited to brunch today at Boone’s. This 

gathering is hosted by the Rev. Sarah Bishop and Mary Ray. Meet in the West Narthex at 11:15 a.m. 

CHURCH OFFICER RETREAT On Saturday, January 4, 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon, Elders and Deacons 

will gather for the Annual Church Officer Retreat.  The Board of Deacons will meet Wednesday, 

January 8 and Session will meet Wednesday, January 15 

NEW OFFICER ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION On Sunday, January 

5, our newly elected Church Officers will be ordained and installed during 

the 10:00 a.m. service of worship. The following persons were elected at 

the Congregational Meeting on October 20, 2024.  Their bios can soon be 

found on the church website (www.wpcspi.org) under Church Leadership. 

SESSION CLASS OF 2027 

Brownie Anderson, Dr. Jonathan Carlson-Eastvold, Joe Fierstos, 

Vonnie Hinesley, Julie McDonough, Pat Moore, Marilyn Rigney, and Lyle VanDeventer  

Youth Elder – Sam Batterman  

BOARD OF DEACONS CLASS OF 2027 

Ben Arnold, Michella Arnold, Linda Caupert, Dorothy Hutchinson-Gross, Christian Kennerly, 

Claudia Nash, Brad Steller, and Cathy Yokley   

Class of 2025 – Dr. Debra Parker Class of 2026: Randy Wiseman 

Youth Deacon: Maria Lafrenz 

THANK YOU TO CHURCH OFFICERS CLASS OF 2024  We are grateful to the following elders and 

deacons who have served our congregation faithfully: 

SESSION: Jay Kennerly, Tim Kluge, Dave Leonatti, Christy Pound, Karen Sherrick, Eleanor 

VanDeventer and Kristianna Eastvold (Youth) 

BOARD OF DEACONS:  Mervice Alah Abung, George Botanga, Sophia Choi, Melanie Green, 

Camille Massey, Jim Parker, Susan Shaw, Class of 2025 Coleman Moore 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS TAKE DOWN will be Tuesday, January 7 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  

Many thanks to those who assisted in decorating the church.  We have enjoyed these adornments 

through the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  Come help store things away for another year. 



KNIT 2 PURL 4 MISSION & FELLOWSHIP  Knitters will knit at home December 29, and January 7.  

A Celebration for the New Year will be held on Tuesday, January 14 in the Parish Hall.  Contact 

Mary Jo Jenkins at 217-622-8657. 

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST will be Thursday, January 9 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall.  Please 

RSVP on our website or by contacting the church office.  

DR. KIEFFER’S BIBLE STUDY resumes on Thursday, January 9, 5:30 – 6:45 p.m. We 

continue the Disciple: Remember Who You Are and begin with the Letters of Paul with 

Lesson 17: Called through God’s Grace.    New Members are welcome!   

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE will not meet in January.   

NURSERY GUILD MINISTRY PARTNER MEETING   On Sunday, January 12 at 9:15 a.m. in Parish 

Hall, the Nursery Guild and Nursery Coordinators will meet to provide an opportunity for ministry 

partners to sign-up on a schedule of Sundays through winter and spring and discuss the forming a 

NEW Preschool Sunday School.   

SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY PARTNER MEETING   On Sunday, January 12 at 9:15 a.m. in Parish 

Hall, Sunday School teachers will meet to provide an opportunity for ministry partners to sign-up 

on a schedule of Sundays through winter and spring.  New Sunday School teachers are welcome! 

ADULT ED FORUM presents "Faith, Art, Advocacy Part II: Civil Rights.”Sunday, January 12, 11:15 

a.m. in Parish Hall During the 20
th
 century, emerging technologies permitted musicians to develop 

new genres of Jazz, Rock and Reggae that would transform the music industry and lead this march 

of the civil rights movement.  Dr. Peter Kieffer will lead the class.  

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO ASHVILLE, NC IN 2025 INFORMATIONAL MEETING   All youth and 

adults interested in attending the 2025 Mission Trip are invited to an informational meeting on 

Sunday, January 12 at 11:15 a.m. in the Second Floor Classroom. During our meeting we will learn 

more about our mission site, Ashville, NC and working with Ashville Youth Mission.  We will have 

confirmed dates, intent to participate forms as well as accept deposits for this exciting week of 

service, care, and education.  
ELIZABETH CIRCLE meets on Monday, January 13 at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom and 

Lynne O’Shea will lead study Lesson 4 “Water Justice.” Call Eleanor VanDeventer at 217-341-4032.  

MARTIN LUTHER KING SUNDAY On MLK Sunday, January 19, the Rev. Godfrey (Bobby) 

Musengwa will preach and present a workshop following worship in Parish Hall. Dr. Kieffer and 

Rev. Musengwa attended CREDO together in 2008 and have been friends and colleagues in the 

ministry since that time. Rev. Musengwa serves as Pastor of the Maximo Presbyterian Church in St. 

Petersburg, FL. 

LYDIA CIRCLE meets Tuesday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m. in the library and Randy Wiseman will lead 

study Lesson 4 “Water Justice” from the PW Horizons Bible Study. Call Nancy Canady at 217-899-9890.  

CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING will be held Sunday, January 26 following worship. Prior 

to worship, members are invited to the Egg-tastic breakfast fundraiser in Parish Hall that will be 

served by youth attending the 2025 Youth Mission Trip. 2024 Annual Reports from the Session and 

Deacon Committee chairs are due Friday, January 10, 2025 by noon. 

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP The Apostles’ Read Library Book Group will 

meet on Tuesday, January 28, 2025. The book for January is After Jesus Before 

Christianity: A Historical Exploration of the First Two Centuries of Jesus Movements by 

Erin Vearncombe, Brandon Scott, Hal Taussig, and the Westar Institute. 

 

 



 

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER  

 

Monday, December 30 

12:30 PM  Reporter Folding 

Tuesday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve 

Church Office Closed at Noon 

Wednesday, January 1  

Church Office Closed  

Thursday, January 2 

 3:30 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support 

  (Conference Room) 

Friday, January 3  

Saturday, January 4  

Sunday, January 5  

Parish Nurse Ministries (Church Office) 

10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:15  AM  Sunday School Pre K – Grade 5 

  (3
rd
 Floor Classroom and Chapel) 

 10:15 AM Confirmation Prep Grades 6-7 

  (Conference Room) 

 11:00 AM Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary) 

 11:15 AM Congregational Gathering  

  (Parish Hall) 

 11:15 AM Confirmation Class 

 5:00 PM Sr. High Youth Group (Parish Hall) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church  

533 S Walnut St., Springfield, Illinois  62704 

Phone (217) 522-4415       

Fax (217) 522-4465 

wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 

Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop 

Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 

Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 

Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 

Director for Youth 

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 

Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Katie Moore 

Director for Children’s Music 

Kara Milward, Erin Winn 

Nursery Coordinators 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 

Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 

Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 

Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 

Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 

Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 

Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 

Building and Property Manager 

Braden Barton, James Capler,  

Terry Gietl, Javier Valesquez 

Part-time Custodians  


