Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary

Introit

*Ringing of the Bell

*Lighting of the Fourth Advent
Candle and Call to Worship

One:
All:
One:

All:

One:

All:

WESTMINSTER

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Fourth Sunday of Advent
22 December 2024 10:00 a.m.

What Child is This? English Traditional

O come, O come, Immanuel,

Come now to earth and with thy people dwell,
The world awaits from heaven a holy sign,

O come and show to us the light divine.

O come, O come, Immanuel,

As age to age the prophets did foretell;
Redeemer come to save us one and all,

Be born again in Bethlehem’s manger stall.

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower bell.

People of God, come, for the light of love calls us.
What love is this? How are we to follow?

This love calls from the margins and the center;
from suffering and comfort;

from oppression and privilege.

We too come from the margins and the center;
from suffering and comfort;

from oppression and privilege.

Then let us bring our love, and join it to this

light of love, and gather in worship to discover the
greatest love there is.

Come, let us listen and speak, sing, pray and give,
for now is the time to worship.

(The First, Second, Third, and Fourth Advent Candles are lit.)



*Hymn 110

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon
and Passing of the Peace
Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational
Response

First Scripture Reading

Love Has Come Bring a Torch

Long-awaited Messiah, we come before your humble
throne to admit that we are far too ready to receive your
love yet we are reluctant to love, we lean on your grace
yet not easily moved to forgive. God of boundless love,
forgive us and restore us, let your face shine upon us, and
help us become a reflection of abounding love. Hear now
our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

Come, Savior, quickly come; come,
Come Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, come, Savior, quickly come.

Children in grades Pre-K to 5 are invited to experience the
Christmas Story and Nativity in Sunday School.

Micah 5:2-5a Pew Bible, OT page 865



Second Scripture Reading

Sermon

Anthem

*Affirmation of Faith

The Church at Prayer
Choir:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Prayers of the People
and The Lord’s Prayer

The Presentation
of our Gifts

Luke 1:39-45 Pew Bible, NT page 57
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: = Thanks be to God.

Blessed is She Who Believed Rev. Sarah A. Bishop

Text: “And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” Luke 1:45

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
The text for the anthem is 129 in the hymnal.

Michael Praetorius

The Scots Confession (3.06)

When the fullness of time came God sent God’s Son,
God’s eternal wisdom, the substance of God’s own glory,
into this world, who took the nature of humanity from
the substance of a woman, a virgin, by means of the Holy
Ghost. And so was born the “just seed of David,” the
“Angel of the great counsel of God,” the very Messiah
promised, whom we confess and acknowledge to be
Emmanuel, true God and true man, two perfect natures
united and joined in one person. Amen.

Surely the presence of our God is in this place,

| can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.
| can hear the brush of angels’ wings

| see glory on each face;

Surely the presence of our God is in this place.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.



Offertory

*Offertory Response

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn 134

*Charge and Benediction

*Voluntary

Issay, Issay Ethiopian Christmas Carol

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below

Praise God above, ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Holy God, thank you for your love magnified in the gift
of the Christ Child. Accept these gifts as signs of our
gratitude for the wondrous things you bring to those who
wait. In great joy, we celebrate the transformation of the
world and your coming kingdom. Amen.

Joy to the World Antioch
Sunday School children process and conclude on the Chancel

Joy to the World Phil Lehenbauer
(*) The congregation is invited to stand.

IN MEMORIAM

Dorothy H Wire 12/11/1929-12/15/2024 James A.Singleton 10/14/1930- 12/19/2024
United with Westminster 10/02/1966 United with Westminster 10/01/1961

IN MEMORIAM

SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Blythe Denham Kieffer

Acolytes: Brooke and Juliet Boutelle

Greeters: Rachael, Chris, and Madelynn Hickman

Advent Candle Lighters: Kathy Bacon, Steve Wright, Paislee and Chandler Reich

Music: The Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, Organist, Harper and Reese Huston, Maria
Lafrenz, Lily Swanson, Advent Singers

Ushers: George Botanga (Head Usher), Mervice Alah Abung, Julie Barton, Deb Fritsch, Greg
Humphrey, Melanie Humphrey, Julie McDonough

Safety Team: Peter Van Gieson



EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

e 9:45 a.m.-12 noon Infants, toddlers, two - three-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play
and Bible Story. This week’s story: “Anything is Possible with God” (The Christmas Story)
Caregivers: Erin Winn, Maria Lafrenz, Priscilla Kluge

e 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K — Grade 5 and youth in Grades 6 - 7 begin in
worship & go to Sunday school and Confirmation Prep following the Congregational
Response.

e Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) Story: “The Nativity Story” Teachers:
Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz, Lindsay Boutelle, Cathy and Emily Brower, Sophia
Choi, Chelsea and Adam Ekstedt

e Grades 6-7 (Conference Room) Lesson 28 “Rising Tension” from the Echo
curriculum. Teachers: Meridith Bryans and Cara Bryans

e 11:15 a.m. — Noon

e Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (Sanctuary) All children and youth participating in the
5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service gather for a rehearsal,

¢ Nominating Committee (Pastor’s Study)

e 4:.00 p.m. Christmas Vespers (Sanctuary) Westminster’s Christmas
Vespers program will include choral music and carols sung by the
Westminster Choir and the St. Andrew’s Sisters. Featured in the program
will be oboist, Lucy Yockey. Linda Andrews will accompany the hymns,
and Dale Rogers will accompany both the vocal groups and play organ
works based on Christmas carols.

e 5:00 p.m. Choir Dinner (Parish Hall)

e 5:30 p.m. Youth Christmas Party (Off site) Junior and Senior High are =
invited to the Swanson Home (2201 Augusta, 62704) to enjoy a festive dmner and
exchange white elephant gifts.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in
the pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to a pastor.

CHRISMON BOOKLETS, which outline the history and meaning of the ornaments displayed on
Westminster’s Chrismon Tree located in the Chancel, can be found in the pew pockets.

FAITHFUL, HOPEFUL, LOVING STEWARDSHIP UPDATE As of Thursday, fm%lﬂ{: Al
December 19 we received 215 pledges for a total of $845,179 which is 94% of our POfC TUAl ',
$902,870 goal. Mj

TOYS FOR TOTS box is in the West Narthex through January 1. Place unwrapped gifts in it for
children of any age. This is a program of the Marine Corps Reserve.

THE MITTEN TREE for Contact Ministries is in the West Narthex. In addition to children’s items,
adult gloves, hats, and scarves are also needed and can be collected through January 1.



http://www.wpcspi.org/

OVER 300 CHRISTMAS GIFTS for the nine families living in temporary housing at Contact Ministries
were purchased by Westminster members, sorted by the Mission and Community Service
Committee, and delivered. The staff at Contact expressed deep appreciation for the well-organized
and generous gift to the families they serve. Special thanks to Jennie Alt for her part in making this
such a smooth and successful outreach in the Spirit of Christmas.

THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING assists current and retired church workers and their families who
are in financial need, also makes it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. Please look for the offering envelopes
and nurture the promise of future leaders and those who serve the church.

CHILDREN IN THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT on Tuesday, December 24 meet at 4:30 p.m. in the
Second Floor Classroom, where they will receive a costume and be given instructions.

HELPING HANDS CHRISTMAS DINNER for 120 is being prepared and served by Carolyn and Brad
Swanson, Megan, Greg, and Lily Swanson, Meridith, Jim, Kate and Carolyn Bryans this Wednesday.

CHURCH OFFICER RETREAT On Saturday, January 4, 9:00 a.m. — 12 noon, Elders and Deacons
will gather for the Church Officer Retreat &

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION -On Sunday, January 5, our newly elected Church Officers will
be ordained and/or installed during the 10:00 a.m. service of worship.

KNIT 2 PURL 4 MISSION & FELLOWSHIP Knitters will knit at home December 24, 29, and January
7. A Celebration for the New Year will be held on Tuesday, January 14 in the Parish Hall. Contact
Mary Jo Jenkins at 217-622-8657.

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE will not meet in January.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST will be Thursday, January 9 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall. Please
RSVP on our website or by contacting the church office.

DR. KIEFFER’S BIBLE STUDY resumes on Thursday, January 9, 5:30 — 6:45 p.m. We continue the
Disciple: Remember Who You Are and begin with the Letters of Paul with Lesson 17: Called through
God’s Grace. New Members are welcome!

ELIZABETH CIRCLE meets on Monday, January 13 at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom and
Lynne O’Shea will lead study Lesson 4 “Water Justice.” Call Eleanor VanDeventer at 217-341-4032.

ADULT ED FORUM presents "Faith, Art, Advocacy Part 1l: Civil Rights.”Sunday, January 12, 11:15
a.m. in Parish Hall During the 20t century, emerging technologies permitted musicians to develop
new genres of Jazz, Rock and Reggae that would transform the music industry and lead this march
of the civil rights movement. Dr. Peter Kieffer will lead the class.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO ELECT PNC
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025

Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, January 5, immediately following
worship, to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) that will recommend a candidate for
Co-Pastor who will transition to Head of Staff.

A congregational gathering will follow the meeting in Parish Hall to provide an opportunity for
input from members.

Thank you to all who made a nomination and to the 2024 Nominating Committee which
includes Eleanor VanDeventer, Chair, Dr. Michael Nenaber, Brad Steller, Dr. Alan Stutz, Carolyn
Swanson and Julie Sundquist. Nominations are being accepted through today.




CHRISTMAS EVE AT WESTMINSTER

5:00 P.M. CHILDREN’S SERVICE
The Christmas Story will be presented with narration from “The Rhyme Bible” by
Rev. Sarah A. Bishop, Scripture readings by the 2025 Confirmation Class, special
roles by the Bridges children, tableau by Sunday School Children, and special music
by the Children’s Choir and the Advent Singers. We welcome Kelly and Edison
Zohfonyi with newborn son Jace as our Holy Family. All children are invited to
participate as shepherds, angels, and lambs.

5:30 P.M. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER
HOSTED By THE BOARD OF DEACONS
Over 100 people will gather for a delicious meal of roast turkey, baked ham, two
types of potatoes, gravy, vegetables, garden salad, rolls, and fresh fruit pies.

7:00 P.M. SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
The Westminster Choir will provide the choral music and our high school youth
will read the Christmas Story in this Annual Service of Lessons and Carols. Dr.
Kieffer will present the meditation.

In ancient times, church bells did not ring during Advent; however, on Christmas
at the singing of the angel’s song “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” the bells rang out. We
follow that tradition by ringing bells during the singing of the closing carol.

SO BRING YOUR SILVER BELLS, BRASS BELLS,
JINGLE BELLS, AND EVEN COW BELLS
TO THIS SERVICE AND BE PREPARED TO RING OUT IN PEALS OF JOY!

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME AT BOTH WORSHIP SERVICES!
CHILDCARF WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE ON CHRISTMAS EVE.

10:00 A.M. SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

We will continue the celebration of Christmas as we contemplate the peace Christ’s
birth means in our lives with Rev. Sarah Bishop preaching! Rev, Boutelle will
provide worship leadership and special music will be presented by new member
Brian Richardson and Dale Rogers.




THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, December 23
10:00 AM Inurnment for Dorothy H. Wire
2:30 PM Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)

Tuesday, December 24
12:00 PM  Church Office Closed at Noon

4:30 PM  Children gather (2" Floor Classroom)

5:00 PM Children’s Service (Sanctuary)

5:30 PM  Christmas Eve Dinner (Parish Hall)
7:00 PM Lessons & Carols Candlelight Service

(Sanctuary)

Wednesday, December 25
Church Office Closed
5:00 PM Helping Hands Meal Delivered

Thursday, December 26
Church Office Closed

Friday, December 27

Saturday, December 28

Sunday, December 29

10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)

10:15 AM  Sunday School Pre-K to Grade 5
(Tower Classroom and Chapel)

Westminster Presbyterian Church
533 S Walnut Street

Springfield, lllinois 62704
Phone (217) 522-4415

Fax (217) 522-4465

wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Kara Milward, Erin Winn
Nursery Coordinators

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Valesquez
Part-time Custodians
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