WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Second Sunday of Advent
8 December 2024 +10:00 a.m.

Welcome and Announcements
Voluntary  Prelude Alexander Scriabin

Introit O come, O come, Immanuel,
Come now to earth and with thy people dwell,
The world awaits from heaven a holy sign,
O come and show to us the light divine.
O come, O come, Immanuel,
As age to age the prophets did foretell;
Redeemer come to save us one and all,
Be born again in Bethlehem’s manger stall.

*Ringing of the Bell  7he congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

*Lighting of the
Second Advent Candle
Leader:  People of God, come,
for the light of peace calls us together.
People:  The Lord has spoken through
the mouth of the holy prophets of old.
Leader: By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us.
Come, people of God, let us follow this new light.
People:  Let us listen to the voice crying out preparing the way,
inviting us to travel the journey of this Advent season.
Leader:  God will use the lights of hope and peace
to show us the way.
(The First and Second Advent Candles are lit.)

*Processional Hymn 87  Comfort, Comfort Now My People Genevan 42



Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon and
Passing of the Peace

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Anthems

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

Refining God, you have sent us prophets and we have
not listened. We have not always determined what is
best, practiced spiritual disciplines, or lived with integrity.
Forgive us, we pray, for lives that do not reflect your
loving kindness and renew your covenant within us.
Hear now our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. Amen.

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

Westminster Children’s Choir
Candle, Candle, Burning Bright
| Wanna Be Ready
Mary Had a Baby
Happy Birthday, Jesus!

Come, Savior, quickly come, come,
Come Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, come, Savior, quickly come.

Children in grades Pre-K - Grade 5 go to Sunday School and youth in
Grades 6-7 remain in worship for communion.



First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Leader:
People:

Meditation

Anthem

The Presentation of Our Gifts
and Prayer of Dedication

Offertory

Offertory Response

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Malachi 3:1-4 Pew Bible, OT page 889-890
Philippians 1:3-11

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Pew Bible, NT page 196

Determining What is Best Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: “And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more
and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to
determine what is best...” Philippians 1:9-10a

Jul, Jul

Jul, Jul, glorious Jul, shine bright for all creation.
Starlight from heaven, illumine the night:

In every heart, Glod’s love shines and burns bright.
Heaven’s song sung time and time again;

All the world longs for Love’s peaceful refrain.

Gustaf Nordquist

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders at the end of each pew

From Heaven Above to Earth | Come Johann Pachelbel

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Hymnal, 606

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and
praise...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:

The people sing: —

Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho- ly Lord, Ged of pow-er and might.

Heav-en and earth are  full of your glo -ry. Ho-san - na in  the
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Leader:  You are holy, O God of majesty...Accept this, our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified
and risen. Great is the mystery of faith:

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Leader:  Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and
upon these your gifts of bread and wine...
Hear now the prayer Christ taught us to pray, saying:

The Lord's Prayer Hymnal, page 35

Words of Institution

Music at Communion O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Donald Pearson

Distribution of Elements 7he elements are served without interruption. Partake of the
bread as you receive it and hold the cup until all have been
served so that we may symbolize our unity in Christ.

Gluten-free bread is available in the center of the plate.



*Prayer after Communion

*Hymn 105

*Charge and Benediction

Closing Response

*Voluntary

Holy and loving God, thank you for nourishing our
bodies and spirits in this sacrament. Purify our lives with
your refining fire so that we may live with integrity, love
with sincerity, and shine your glory; through Jesus the
Christ child. Amen

People Look East Besancon
Heaven and Earth Are Ringing Giovanni Gastoldi
People Look East Kristina Langlois

(*) The congregation is invited to stand

V. Keith Huston 10/19/1948 — 11/30/2024
United with Westminster 10/09/2016

In Memoriam

Elder Phyllis J. Lowrey 06/18/1941 — 11/30/2024
United with Westminster 03/06/1988

In Memoriam

SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

¢ Flowers in the Chancel are given in honor of the birthday of the Rev. Dr. William Cross by

his son, John Cross.

e Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Sarah A. Bishop

¢ Advent Candle Lighters: Michella and Ben Arnold

e Acolytes: Charlotte Affrunti and Charlie Graham

e Cross and Bible Carriers: James Maeda and Abigail Eldridge

e Children’s Choir: Junie Berkowitz, Sam Berkowitz, Lily Hill, Charlotte Moore, Chandler
Reich, Paislee Reich, Eva Volle

e  Music: The Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, Organist, Harper and Reese Huston, Maria
Lafrenz, Lily Swanson, Advent Singers



Today’s Communion Bread is Swedish Limpa and was prepared by Brad Swanson.

Elders Serving Communion: Scott Day (Team Leader) Jim Dolan, Tara Fritsch, David
Jenkins, Jay Kennerly, Tim Kluge, Amanda Maddox-Wenthe, Vena Long, Christy Pound,
Jeanne VanGieson, Brinton Wilkey, Sarah Zerfas

Communion Prep: Mary Ray, Ann Collins, Priscilla and Tim Kluge, Elisabeth and Mark
Luttrell, Leigh Milward, Krista Steller

Home Communion Delivery: Mary and Coleman Moore, Kathy Kenyon and Bill Schlosser,
Julie and Mike Sundquist, Eleanor and Lyle VanDeventer

Greeters: Chelsea, Adam, August, Roscoe, and Teddy Ekstedt

Ushers: George Botanga (Head Usher), Mervice Alah Abung, Julie Barton, Deb Fritsch,
Greg Humphrey, Melanie Humphrey, Julie McDonough, Bill Schlosser

Safety Team: Todd Knox

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

9:00 a.m. New Member Class (Pastor’s Study) Those interested in membership are invited
to learn more about Westminster and the Presbyterian Church (USA) led by Dr. Kieffer

9:45 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, two - three-year-olds (Nursery) gather for play
and Bible Story. This week’s story: “God Called Samuel to Serve” (Hannah and Samuel)
Caregivers: Kara Milward, Maria Lafrenz, Sara Eldridge

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K — Grade 5 begin in worship with their families & go
to Sunday school following the Congregational Response.
e Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) Story: “Zechariah’s Blessing” (Luke
1:68-79) Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Katrina Opperman

e Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Classroom) Story: “Tender Mercy” (Luke 1:68-79)
Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Julie Robbs

11:15 AM. - 12:30 P.M.

e Advent Celebration — A reception in Parish Hall will follow worship and include a
festive brunch, the singing of Christmas Carols, the creating of ornaments and the
decorating of Christmas cookies. Children who were not in Sunday School on
December 1 will have the opportunity to create an advent wreath for home.

o Fair Trade (West Narthex) Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate, tea, olive oil, nuts
and other items will be sold. Thank you to Becky Martin and Jeanne VanGieson
for leading this ministry.

e Parish Nurse Ministries (Church Office) Parish Nurse Ellen Carpenter will check
blood pressures and provide consultation:s.

12:00 p.M. Youth shop for Contact Ministries gifts (West Narthex) Senior and Junior High
youth gather in the West Narthex before departing for Target to purchase gifts for
Springfield youth which will be distributed to Contact Ministries families. The money
raised at the Spud Bake provides funds for this community outreach.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is on our website at www.wpcspi.org.
Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder located on the end of each pew. If you are
interested in joining Westminster, speak to Dr. Kieffer or Rev. Bishop. New members will be
received and recognized next Sunday, December 15.

CHRISMON BOOKLETS, which outline the history and meaning of the ornaments displayed on
Westminster’s Chrismon Tree located in the Chancel, can be found in the pew pockets.

H.E.A.L. FUND provides “helpful emergency assistance for living” to members of the Springfield
community through Contact Ministries and within our church family as needed. Donations are
welcome. This fund is highlighted on Communion Sundays.

THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING is an annual special collection of the Presbyterian Church. It
supports church workers and their families in times of need and funds scholarships for racial/ethnic
students. Please look for the offering envelopes to give toward this special fund and nurture the
promise of future leaders and those who serve the church. PREPARE THE WAY is this year’s theme.
ELIZABETH CIRCLE meets Monday, December 9 12:00 — 2:00 p.m. at Papa Franks for their annual
Christmas luncheon.

KNIT 2 PURL 4 MISSION AND FELLOWSHIP meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor
Classroom. Knitters will knit at home December 24, 31 and January 7.

JOINT SESSION AND DEACON MEETING will be Wednesday, December 11 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. All new elders and deacons are invited. A Holiday Party will follow at the Kieffer Home.
CONTACT MINISTRIES ADOPT A FAMILY Westminster members have generously fulfilled 90 sets
of gifts for nine families living in temporary housing at Contact Ministries. Please be sure all gifts
arrive at the church by Wednesday. December 11. Wrapping paper is welcome. Mission Committee
members will sort them for delivery to Contact Ministries on Sunday, December 15.
PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST will be Thursday, December 12 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall. Bob
Wire will speak about his family’s service in the Civil War. Jay Kennerly will provide devotions, and
a member will provide breakfast. Please RSVP on our website or by contacting the church office.
THE MITTEN TREE for Contact Ministries is in the West Narthex. In addition to children’s items,
adult gloves, hats, and scarves are also needed and will be collected through January 1.

TOYS FOR TOTS box is in the West Narthex until January 1. Place unwrapped gifts in it for children
of any age. This is a program of the Marine Corps Reserve.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO ELECT PNC
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025

Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, January 5, immediately following
worship, to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) that will recommend a candidate for
Co-Pastor who will transition to Head of Staff. A congregational gathering will follow the
meeting in Parish Hall to provide an opportunity for input from member.

Nominations for the PNC are currently being accepted through Sunday, December 22. Please
submit the person’s name and their WPC involvement to churchoffice@wpcspi.org or Eleanor
VanDeventer, Nominating Committee Chair at ehuitt@yahoo.com.



http://www.wpcspi.org/
mailto:churchoffice@wpcspi.org
mailto:ehuitt@yahoo.com

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, December 9
1:00 PM Elizabeth Circle (Off site)

Tuesday, December 10

10:30 AM  Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)
3:00 PM  COMPASS
4:30 PM Fiscal Committee (Pastor’s Study)
7:00 PM St. Andrew’s Sisters (Offsite)

Wednesday, December 11

10:00 AM  Pastors Pray in Chancel

10:30 AM  Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
3:30 PM  Depression & Bi-Polar Support (Conf. Room)
4:00 PM  Bridges (Tower Classroom)
5:00 PM Children’s Choir (Music Room)
5:30 PM Joint Meeting of Elders/Deacons (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM Elders and Deacons Christmas Party (Off site)

Thursday, December 12
8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast

11:30 AM  Concordia Worship Service (Off site)
5:30 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2" FI Classroom)
7:00 PM  Choir Rehearsal (Music Room)

Friday, December 13
1:00 PM Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep (Kitchen)

Saturday, December 14

Sunday, December 15

9:30 AM New Members Meet with Session (Library)

10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)

10:15 AM Sunday School (Pre-K to Grade 5)

10:15 AM  Conf. Prep Grades 6-7 (Conference Room)
11:15 AM  Conf. Class Grade 8 (Conference Room)
5:30 PM Staff Christmas Party (off site)

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut St.

Springfield, lllinois 62704

Phone (217) 522-4415 Fax (217) 522-4465
http://www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF

The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Kara Milward, Erin Winn
Nursery Coordinators

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Valesquez
Part-time Custodians




