Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:

*Hymn 1

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Communion Sunday
10 November 2024 + 10:00 a.m.

Pavane Gabriel Fauré
The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Psalm 146
We will sing praises to our God as long as we live.
Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals,
In whom there is no help.
When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
on that very day their plans perish.
Happy are those whose hope is in the Lord their God,
who made heaven and earth, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith, executes justice for the oppressed,
and gives food to the hungry.
God lifts up those who are bowed down, watches over
the stranger, and upholds the orphan and widow.
Let us worship this Holy One who will reign forever.

Holy, Holy, Holy Nicaea

Holy and loving God, you call us to be a resilient people
who take risks, treat others with respect, and walk humbly
with you. You lead us into unknown places and gift us
with faithful companions along the way. Forgive us for
not recognizing your generosity or living into all you call
us to be. Hear now are silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover



*Declaration of Pardon
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Meditation

Anthem

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong, and it never ends.

Following the Congregational Response, children in grades K - 5 go
to Sunday School. Grades 6-7 remain in worship for communion.

Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 Pew Bible, OT pages 243, 244

Mark 12:38-44 Pew Bible, NT pages 49-50

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Resilience, Risk, and Respect Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: “Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, ‘My daughter, |
need to seek some security for you, so that it may be well
with you.”” Ruth 3:1

Christus Paradox Alfred Fedak
The text for the anthem is 274 in the Glory to God hymnal



The Presentation of Our Gifts At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
and Prayer of Dedication  the Ministry of Friendship folders at the end of each pew

Offertory  Cantilene Malcolm Archer

Offertory Response  Doxology Hymnal, 606

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and
praise... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and

place, who forever sing to the glory of Xo\ur; name:
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Leader:

People:
Leader:

The Lord's Prayer

Words of Institution

Music at Communion

Distribution of Elements

*Prayer after Communion

*Hymn 8

*Charge and Benediction
Closing Response

*Voluntary

You are holy, O God of majesty...Accept this, our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified
and risen. Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and
upon these your gifts of bread and wine...
Hear now the prayer Christ taught us to pray, saying:

Hymnal, page 35

Of Banquet and Song David Mitchell

The elements are served without interruption. Partake of the
bread as you receive it and hold the cup until all have been
served so that we may symbolize our unity in Christ.

Gluten-free bread is available in the center of the plate.

Holy and loving God, you have fed us with the bread of
life and renewed us for your service. Help all who have
shared Christ’s body and received Christ’s cup to be
people of resilience, risk and respect. May our daily living
be worthy of your kingdom and may we know the calm
with which Christ calmed the sea. Amen.

Eternal Father, Strong to Save Melita
Forth in Thy Name Orlando Gibbons
Psalm XIX Benedetto Marcello

(*) The congregation is invited to stand



IN MEMORIAM

Christopher G. Caupert 04/08/1973 — November 2, 2024
United with Westminster 05/22/1988

SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle

Worship Leaders: Maria DelJong

Greeters: Cress Maddox and Wiill Formea

Acolytes: Charlotte Affrunti and Lily Swanson

Cross and Bible Carriers: William Affrunti and Juliana Eastvold

Today’s Communion Bread is Country White Bread and was prepared by Mary Maddox
Elders Serving Communion: Judy Knox (Team Leader), John Cross, Tara Fritsch, Rachael
Hickman, Gregg Humphrey, Dave Leonatti, Pat McNutt, Mary Ray, Julie Robbs, Greg
Swanson, Eleanor VanDeventer, Jeanne VanGieson

Communion Prep: Mary Ray, Ann Collins, Priscilla and Tim Kluge, Elisabeth and Mark
Luttrell, Leigh Milward, Krista Steller

Home Communion Delivery: Melanie and Bud Green, Mary Ray and Valeri Leonatti
Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher) Kyle Duffy, Melanie Green, Chris Hickman, Camille
Massey, Joyce King, Erin Winn

Safety Team: Todd Knox

Music: The Westminster Choir and Dale Rogers, Organist

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

9:45 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story is
“Clap and Shout for God.” (Joshua at Jericho) Caregivers: Kara Milward and Julie Sundquist
10:15 — 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children will begin in worship with their families & go to
Sunday school following the Congregational Response.
e Kindergarten — Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “The Offering” (Mark
12:38-44). Teacher: Meleah Berkowitz and Juliana Eastvold
e Grade 3 — Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “The Unselfish
Widow” (Mark 12:38-44). Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz and Cathy Brower
11:15 a.m. — 12 noon
e Grade 8 Confirmation (Conference Room) Roman Perscution/Scripture and Creeds
Teachers: Dr. Peter and Rev. Dr. Blythe Kieffer
e Adult Education Forum (Parish Hall) presents “The Rise of Nazism & Dietrich
Bonhoeffer”. Dr. Aaron Berkowitz will present the second session of discussion on
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s role in organizing the Confessing Church movement. This class
was rescheduled because of the Congregational Meeting on October 20.
5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group Fellowship and Dinner (Parish Hall) The
youth will complete the care packages for Westminster’s college students. Dinner: Katy and
Toshi Maeda, Ministry Partners: Cathy Brower, Kyle Duffy, Mary Ray



“PLAYING FAVORITES” Organ Recital today at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Join Dale Rogers today for a program made up of organ pieces that call up auto-
biographical memories of people and places. Among those pieces are compositions
by Chuckerbutty, Scarlatti, Buxtehude, Reger, Rinck, Wright, Ogden, and Vierne.
The Worship, Music, and the Arts Committee will host a reception in the West
Narthex following the recital. The Worship, Music, and the Arts Committee will
host a reception in the West Narthex following the recital.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the
pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to Dr. Kieffer.

2025 STEWARDSHIP DRIVE Westminster continues to accept 2025 stewardship pledges. As of
Thursday, November 7, we have received 176 pledges for a total of $743,661 which is 82% of our
$902,870 goal. Please complete the pledge card and place it in the offering plate today. Pledges can
also be made online at www.wpcspi.org.

CONTACT MINISTRIES ADOPT A FAMILY This year, Westminster will again sponsor the nine
families living in the Contact Ministries transitional shelter, providing Christmas gifts
as they work their way toward independence. Each family will have multiple Wishlist
items on SignUpGenius from which to select gifts. The signups are available now.
Check out our website. Gifts can be dropped off under the smaller Christmas tree in
the elevator lobby or ordered for direct delivery to Westminster (make sure to notify
Jennie Alt to expect a package!). All gifts need to be at the church by Wednesday.

December 11.

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM wiill meet this Wednesday, November 13 at 4:30 p.m. at TEACH THE
Westminster. Children and Youth (Kindergarten through High School) are invited to CHILDREN
join us as we welcome our friends from other faith communities. The 2024-25 theme 39

is “Celebration!” We will share the celebration of Christ’s birth! Our service projects NECESS};%
will be twofold: creating (1) “Bundles of Joy,” which are distributed to new moms I}% 'IJ;IIE}%CH

experiencing poverty and include 3 onesies, a 3-piece outfit, sleeper, hat, socks, a —
blanket, two books, and a diaper bag, (This nonprofit was initiated by Dr. Meredith

Volle in honor of her grandmother.) and (2) “birthday boxes” for our little pantry at Graham. These
boxes are kits that include everything a family needs to throw a birthday party, with decorations
and supplies for a cake. Please join us for fun, songs, crafts, music, and a vegetarian meal.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST meets this Thursday, November 14 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall.
Gordon Gates, Board of Trustees Chair, will speak on Lincoln Land Community College. Please RSVP
on our website or by contacting the church office

DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE) will meet this Friday, November 15 at 5:30 p.m. for a potluck and
program at 6:15 p.m. The Lei Abouts, a Springfield ukelele band, will bring a night of music and fun.
Feel free to wear a Hawaiian shirt and/or bright colors! donated RSVP using the weekly email link,
on the website or by contacting the church office.


http://www.wpcspi.org/
http://www.wpcspi.org/

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING CALLED SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17

TO CELEBRATE REV. CHOI'S MINISTRY
;A congregational meeting has been called by Session for Sunday,
l e : November 17. The purpose of the meeting is to concur with the
Presbytery of Great Rivers dissolution of Rev. Christian K. Choi’s
call to serve Westminster Presbyterian Church as Associate Pastor
| for Parish Life. Rev. Choi has been approved for long-term
disability by the Board of Pensions. Additionally, the
congregation will be asked to direct the Personnel Committee to
outline a process and timeline to elect a Pastor Nominating
p - | Committee. A festive reception will follow in Parish Hall to
LN il . . celebrate Rev. Choi’s ministry. The reception will feature a
PowerPoint Presentatlon highlighting Christian’s tenure at Westminster which began December 1,
2018. Cards and well wishes are welcome and can be placed in a basket in Parish Hall.

FAIR TRADE SALE on November 17 following the 10:00 worship service. Shop for the holidays.
Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate and tea will be available for purchase to support just,
environmentally sound products, and small producers.

FAITH COALITION FOR THE COMMON GOOD’S ANNUAL BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER will be
Tuesday, November 19, 7:30 — 8:30 a.m. in Parish Hall. This event is free and attendees are invited
to invest in their future work.

LYDIA CIRCLE meets Tuesday, November 19 at 9:30 a.m. in the library and will study Lesson 3
“Food Justice” from the PW Horizons Bible Study 7Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for
Neighbors and All Creation by the Rev. Dr. Patricia K. Tull. Call Nancy Canady at 217-899-9890

FAMILY MATTERS GYMNASTICS/NINJA NIGHT All families with children age
birth through Grade 5 (plus any older siblings) are invited to join us on the
evening of Saturday, November 23, from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. for a Family Matters
Gymnastics/Ninja Night at the Springfield Gymnastics Center! The Springfield
Gymnastics Center is temporarily located at 1755 Wabash Ave. Please RSVP to
berkowitz@wpcspi.org

ST, ANDREW’S SUNDAY will be celebrated Sunday, November 24. Westminster will continue the
rich tradition with a flourish of bagpipes and drums presenting traditional Scottish music. The Little
Entry is the opening procession of the service. Along with the pipers and drummers, the pastors and
youth will enter with the Bible to underscore the importance of the Word of God in Reformed
liturgy, and the cross to highlight its centrality in our faith.

BREADLESS BREADLINE FUNDRAISER will be on Sunday, November 24 for St. John’s Breadline,
which serves hot food 365 days a year. This year, we will once again host the “Breadless Breadline
Sunday.” WPC members are encouraged to provide additional donations marked for St. John’s
Breadline.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS go up on Monday, November 25 at 10:00 a.m. in anticipation of the
first Sunday in Advent, December 3. If you would like to help, please contact Dale Rogers.

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP on Tuesday, November 26 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in
the Ziegler Library to discuss The Ballot and the Bible by Kaitlin Scheiss. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.



mailto:berkowitz@wpcspi.org

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, November 11

Veterans Day
1:00 PM Elizabeth Circle (2" Floor Classroom)

Tuesday, November 12

10:30 AM Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)

12:00 PM Knitters’ Lunch (2" Floor Classroom)
1:00 PM Knit 2, Purl 4 Mission (2" Floor Classroom)
3:00 PM Compeass for Kids
4:30 PM Stewardship Committee (Pastor’s Study)
7:00 PM St. Andrews Sisters rehearsal (Offsite)

Wednesday, November 13
10:00 AM Sing by Heart Dementia Friendly Choir (Parish Hall)
10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
1:30 PM Pastors Pray in Chancel (Sanctuary)
3:30 PM Depression & Bi-Polar Support (Conf. Room)
4:30 PM Children of Abraham (Parish Hall)
4:30 PM Fiscal Committee (Pastor’s Study)
5:15 PM Session Coordinating (Pastor’s Study)
6:00 PM Board of Deacons (2nd Floor Classroom)

Thursday, November 14
8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast (Parish Hall)
2:30 PM Memory Loss Group (2™ Floor Classroom)
4:30 PM Pastors Pray in the Chancel (Sanctuary)
5:30 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2™ Floor Classroom)
7:00 PM Westminster Choir (Music Room)

Friday, November 15
5:30 PM DMA (Don’t Mention Age) Potluck (Parish Hall)
6:15 PM DMA (Don’t Mention Age) Program

Saturday, November 16
11:00 AM Church Mice (2nd Floor Classroom)

Sunday, November 17
10:00 AM Worship Service — (Sanctuary)

10:15 AM Confirmation Prep (Conference Room)
10:15 AM Sunday School K to Grade 5 (Chapel/Tower)
11:00 AM Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary)

11:15 AM Fair Trade Sale (West Narthex)

11:15 AM Confirmation (Conference Room)

11:15 AM Reception honoring Rev. Choi (Parish Hall)

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut St.

Springfield, lllinois 62704,

Phone (217) 522-4415 Fax (217) 522-4465
http://www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Christian K. Choi
Associate Pastor for Parish Life

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle

Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz

Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Erin Winn, Kara Milward
Nursery Co-coordinators

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Velasquez
Part-time Custodians
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