Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:

*Hymn 367

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Congregational Meeting
17 November 2024 + 10:00 a.m.

Occasional Oratorio: March G.F. Handel

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Psalm 116

Protect us, O God, for in you we take refuge.

We bless God who gives us counsel.

In the night our hearts also instruct us.

We keep God always before us. Because God is our
right hand, we shall not be moved.

Therefore, our hearts are glad, and our souls rejoice.
our bodies also rest secure.

You show us the path of life. In your presence
there is fullness of gratitude and joy. Amen.

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come George’s Windsor

O God, who is faithful and just, we have failed to help
those who have little while we have much. We are too
quick to judge others, and often cut ourselves off from the
surprising ways in which your Spirit moves. Our arrogance
leads us away from you. Forgive us, Merciful God, and
hear now our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover



*Declaration of Pardon

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Leader:
People:

Sermon

Anthem

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong and it never ends.

Following the response, children in Kindergarten— Grade 5 will
go to their Sunday school classes and youth in Grades 6-7 will
go to Confirmation Prep.

| Samuel 2:1-8 Pew Bible, OT pages 245
Hebrews 10:15-25 Pew Bible, NT page 224-225
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Holding Fast to Hope Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

The text: “Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without
wavering, for God who has promised is faithful.” Hebrews 10:23

O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go Elaine Hagenberg
The text for the anthem is found at 833 in the hymnal



*Affirmation of Faith

The Church at Prayer
Choir:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Prayers of the People
and The Lord’s Prayer

The Presentation of our Gifts

Offertory

A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,

everywhere the giver and renewer of life...

who inspired the prophets and apostles

rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,

claims us in the waters of baptism,

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks

and to live holy and joyful lives. Amen.

Surely the presence of our God is in this place,

| can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.
| can hear the brush of angels’ wings

| see glory on each face;

Surely the presence of our God is in this place.

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.

Andantino Franz Joseph Haydn



*Offertory Response  Doxology Hymnal, 606

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication = Holy and ever-faithful God, we offer these gifts back to
you. Multiply them so that they might help build up your
kingdom on earth, where the hungry are fed, the poor
exalted, and the needy raised from the ash heap. All
glory, praise and honor are due to you, now and forever.

Amen.
*Hymn 837  What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine Showalter
*Charge and Benediction
Closing Response  Day by Day Harold Friedell
Congregational Meeting
*Voluntary Now Thank We All Our God Sigfried Karg-Elert

(*) The congregation is invited to stand.

SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

Flowers in the Chancel are given in honor of Rev. Choi’s ministry by the Board of Deacons.
Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle

Worship Leader: Juliet Boutelle

Acolytes: Rose DeJong and Cara Bryans

Greeters: Christian, Liliana, and Nora Kennerly

Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher) Kyle Duffy, Melanie Green, Chris Hickman, Joyce
King, Camille Massey, Coleman Moore, Erin Winn

Safety Team: Alan Schuermann
Music: The Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, organist
Videography and Sound: Bill Deemer, Bob Fox, Krista Steller



IN MEMORIAM

Ruth Robert-Roland 12/27/1927 —11/14/2024
United with Westminster 02/04/1962

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

9:45 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, two & three year olds (Nursery) gather for play
and Bible Story. This week’s story: “Following God is an Adventure” (Naomi and Ruth)
Caregivers: Kara Milward, Sara Eldridge, Judy Knox

10:00 — 11:00 a.m. Children in Pre-K — Grade 5 begin in worship with their families & go to
Sunday school following the Congregational Response.

e Kindergarten - Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) Story: “God is in Control” (Mark 13:1-
8) Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Juliana Eastvold

e Grades 3-5 (Third Floor Classroom) Story: “Keep Watch” (Mark 13:1-8) Teachers:
Aaron Berkowitz, Cathy Brower

e Grades 6-7 (Conference Room) Lesson 24 of Echo titled “Kingdom Ways” from
the Echo curriculum. Teachers: Meridith Bryans and Cara Barnett

11:00 a.m. Congregatlonal Meetlng & Reception Honoring Rev. Christian Choi

@1 The congregation will meet today following worship and

| act upon the request of the Session to dissolve the pastoral
relationship between Westminster Presbyterian Church and
the Reverend Christian K. Choi as Associate Pastor for
Parish Life. Rev. Choi began long-term disability by the
Board of Pensions on July 30, 2024. Benefits include 60%
of effective salary and coverage for all Rev. Choi’s medical
B, and retirement dues. Westminster will provide Rev. Choi:

. R

Severance pay (5.5 months @ 40%) Salary & SS Offset $8,325.53

Housing $6,416.67
Vacation and Study Leave (36.5 days) Salary & SS Offset $6,375.15
Housing $4,913.46
Total $26,030.81

Additionally, the congregation will be asked to direct the Session to work in consultation
with the Presbytery of Great Riverss Committee on Ministry to outline a process and
timeline for electing a Pastor Nominating Committee.

A festive reception will follow in Parish Hall to celebrate Rev. Choi’s ministry. The
reception will feature a PowerPoint Presentation highlighting Christian’s tenure at
Westminster which began December 1, 2018. Cards and well wishes are welcome and
can be placed in a provided basket.

11:15 a.m. Fair Trade (West Narthex) Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate and tea are sold to
support just, environmentally sound products, and small producers. Coordinators: Becky
Martin and Jeanne VanGieson



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about us is in our Welcome Brochure located in the pew
pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder
located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, speak to Dr. Kieffer.

2025 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN “FAITHFUL, HOPEFUL, LOVING” - As of Thursday, November
14, we have received 188 pledges for a total of $766,740 which is 85% of our $902,870 goal. Please
complete the pledge card and place it in the offering plate today. Pledges can also be made online
at www.wpcspi.org.

CONTACT MINISTRIES ADOPT A FAMILY This year, Westminster will again
sponsor the nine families living in the Contact Ministries transitional shelter,
providing Christmas gifts as they work their way toward independence. Each
family has multiple Wishlist items on SignUpGenius from which to select gifts.
Check out our website. Additionally, a table will be available in Parish Hall today
for those who would like review printed lists and make a selection. Gifts can be
dropped off under the smaller Christmas tree in the elevator lobby or ordered
for direct delivery to Westminster (make sure to notify Jennie Alt to expect a
package!). All gifts need to be at the church by Wednesday, December 11.

FAIR TRADE SALE today following the Congregational meeting. Shop for the holidays. Equal
Exchange coffee, chocolate and tea will be available for purchase to support just, environmentally
sound products, and small producers.

FAITH COALITION FOR THE COMMON GOOD’S ANNUAL BREAKFAST
FUNDRAISER will be Tuesday, November 19, 7:30 — 8:30 a.m. in Parish Hall.
This event is free and attendees are invited to invest in their future work. This
year’s theme is: Operation Build: Gathering in Unity for Democracy.
Westminster will host a table and invite members to gather for an inspiring
program and delicious breakfast prepared by Pat Hymans.

LYDIA CIRCLE meets Tuesday, November 19 at 9:30 a.m. in the library and will study Lesson 3
“Food Justice” from the PW Horizons Bible Study Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for
Neighbors and All Creation by the Rev. Dr. Patricia K. Tull. Call Nancy Canady at 217-899-9890

SING BY HEART CHORAL PRESENTATION - On Wednesday, November 20, at 11:00 a.m. there
will be a small performance for family, friends, and the public by this new Springfield-area choral
group, SING BY HEART, which was initiated by the Springfield Choral Society this fall in collaboration
with Westminster Presbyterian Church, and the Dale and Deborah Smith Alzheimer’s Center at SIU
School of Medicine. The goal of the initiative is to create a supportive and joyful musical experience
for individuals with dementia. This collaboration is funded by the Westminster Mission &
Benevolence and Worship, Music and Arts Endowment Funds.

FAMILY MATTERS GYMNASTICS / NINJA NIGHT All families with children age
birth through Grade 5 (plus any older siblings) are invited to join us on the
evening of Saturday, November 23, from 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. for a Family Matters
Gymnastics/Ninja Night at the Springfield Gymnastics Center! The Springfield
Gymnastics Center is temporarily located at 1755 Wabash Ave. Please RSVP to
berkowitz@wpcspi.org



http://www.wpcspi.org/
http://www.wpcspi.org/
mailto:berkowitz@wpcspi.org

ST. ANDREW’S SUNDAY will be celebrated Sunday, November 24. Westminster will continue the
rich tradition with a flourish of bagpipes and drums presenting traditional Scottish music. The Little
Entry is the opening procession of the service. Along with the pipers and drummers, the pastors and
youth will enter with the Bible to underscore the importance of the Word of God in Reformed
liturgy, and the cross to highlight its centrality in our faith.

BREADLESS BREADLINE FUNDRAISER will be on Sunday, November 24 for St. | “Thess
John’s Breadline, which serves hot food 365 days a year. This year, we will once g
again host the “Breadless Breadline Sunday.” WPC members are encouraged to 3\
provide additional donations marked for St. John’s Breadline.

ADULT EDUCATION FORUM presents “Journey to a Holy Place: Pilgrimage in a Globalizing
World” Sundays, November 24 and December 1 at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall. This two-part series,
led by Dr. Debra Parker, introduces pilgrimages as a common feature in many world religions,
including Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. The first session provides a brief historical
comparison of religious pilgrimages and their contemporary manifestations, noting how religious
traditions have built a foundation on stories of travel. The second session focuses on the
contemporary pilgrim in a globalizing world and the popularity of the pilgrim tourist. This session
also includes a personal account of my recent and second pilgrimage on the Camino del Norte in
Northern Spain. Debbie Parker is a Senior Instructor at Western Governors University. She has a
Ph.D. in English Studies from lllinois State University.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS go up on Monday, November 25 at 10:00 a.m. in anticipation of the
first Sunday in Advent, December 3. If you would like to help, please contact Dale Rogers.

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP on Tuesday, November 26 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in
the Ziegler Library to discuss The Ballot and the Bible by Kaitlin Scheiss. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

NEW MEMBER CLASS will be held Sundays, December 1 and 8, 9:00 — 9:45 a.m. in the Pastor’s
Study. Anyone who has been visiting and would like to learn more about the church, its mission,
and becoming a member is invited. New members will be received at the 10:00 a.m. service on
December 15 following a Special Session meeting at 9:30 a.m.

ENDOWMENT MISSION GRANT APPLICATIONS The Mission and Community Service Committee
will review 2024 grant applications for funding from Westminster’s Mission Endowment at its
December 4 meeting. The deadline for submission is December 1. Applications are available under
Congregational Life on our website on the bottom of the Mission and Service page. Please contact
Jeanne VanGieson, 217-341-9255 for more information.

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE meets on Wednesday, December 4 7:00 p.m. at the home of Blythe
Denham Kieffer (26 Island Bay Lane, 62712). Debbie Parker will lead the devotional by G.K.
Chesterton “A Magical Universe” (pp. 333-338) from the book, Devotional Classics, edited by
Richard J. Foster and James Bryan Smith. RSVP to Judy at 217-691-1057. )

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE HOSTS CHRISTMAS TEA Friday, December 6, noon to
2:00 p.m. in Parish Hall. All women of Westminster and their guests are invited to
enjoy an afternoon of tea sandwiches, salads, and desserts with a musical program by
the St. Andrews Sisters, accompanied by Dale Rogers.

ADVENT CELEBRATION on Sunday, December 8. During the Worship Service in the Sanctuary,
Children’s Choir will present special music under the direction of Katie Moore, Director for Children’s
Music. Following the service, members and friends gather in Parish Hall to create ornaments, sing
carols, and enjoy a festive brunch.




THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, November 18
6:00 PM  DAR Meeting (3™ Floor Classroom)

Tuesday, November 19

7:00 AM  Faith Coalition Breakfast Fundraiser (Parish Hall)
10:30 AM  Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)

1:00 PM  Knit 2 Purl 4 (2" Floor Classroom)

3:00 PM  Compass for Kids

5:30 PM  Family Ministry (Pastor’s Study)

7:00 PM  St. Andrews Sisters rehearsal (Off site)

Wednesday, November 20

10:00 AM  Sing By Heart Dementia Choir (Parish Hall)
10:30 AM  Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
3:30 PM  Depression and Bi-Polar Group (Conf. Room)
4:00 PM  Bridges (Tower Classroom)
4:00 PM  Property Meeting (2™ Floor Classroom)
5:00 PM  Children’s Choir (Music Room)
5:30 PM  Session Meeting (Parish Hall)
6:30 PM  D&D Group (Library)

Thursday, November 21

10:30 AM  WCP Friendship Feast (Parish Hall)
1:00 PM  Library Guild (Children’s Library)
2:30 PM Memory Loss Group (2nd Floor Classroom)
4:30 PM  Pastors Pray in the Chancel (Sanctuary)
5:30 PM  Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2™ Floor Classroom)
7:00 PM  Choir (Music Room)

Friday, November 22

Saturday, November 23
11:00 AM  Church Mice (2" Floor Classroom)
4:30 PM  Family Matters Gymnastics / Ninja (Off site)

Sunday, November 24
St. Andrews Sunday and Breadline Sunday

10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)

10:15 AM  Sunday School Pre-K to Grade 5
(Tower Classroom and Chapel)

10:15 AM  Confirmation Prep (Conference Room)

11:15 AM  Confirmation Class (Conference Room)

11:15 AM  Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall)

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut Street  Springfield, IL 62704
Phone (217) 522-4415 Fax (217) 522-4465
WWW.WpPCspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Christian K. Choi
Associate Pastor for Parish Life

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Erin Winn, Kara Milward
Nursery Co-coordinator

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Veldsquez
Part-time Custodians




