
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W E S T M I N S T E R 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
20 October 2024 + 10:00 a.m. 
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Order of Worship 
 
 
Welcome and Announcements   

 Ministry Moment Faithful, Hopeful, Loving Julie Robbs 

 Voluntary  An Interlude Harold Darke 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell. 

 *Call to Worship  Based on Psalm 104 
 Leader:    Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

 People: O Lord my God, you are very great  
       and clothed with honor and majesty. 
 Leader: O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
 People: In wisdom you have made them all. 
 Leader:  May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
 People: Let us sing praise to our God while we have being; 
 Leader:  Let us worship and bless the Lord with praises. 

 *Processional Hymn 24 God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens Holy Manna 

 *Prayer of Confession Gracious and merciful God, too often we rely on your 
graciousness without thinking about the sacrifice. We want 
to sit beside you in your glory yet fail to stand beside you 
in your suffering. We are eager to be the first in your 
kingdom, but we are among the last to care for the least. 
Forgive and teach us to persist in reverence throughout 
every season and circumstances of life. Hear now our 
silent prayers of confession. 

 *Sung Response     Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us                        Hymnal, Back Cover 

 



 *Declaration of Pardon   
 Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be  
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 

 Congregational Response God welcomes all, strangers and friends 
  God’s love is strong and it never ends. 

  Following the response, children in Kindergarten– Grade 5 will 
  go to their Sunday school classes and youth in Grades 6-7 will 
  go to Confirmation Prep.   

 First Scripture Reading Job 38:1-7 Pew Bible, OT page 484 

 Second Scripture Reading Mark 10:35-45 Pew Bible, NT page 47 
  Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.  
  People:  Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon But It Is Not So Among You Rev. Sarah Bishop 
Text: "But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become 
great among you must be your servant. And whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be slave of all."         Mark 10:43-44 



 Anthem Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace  
  Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace; 
  where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
  where there is injury, let there be pardon; 
  where there is doubt, let there be faith; 
  where there is anguish, let there be hope; 
  where there is sadness, let there be joy. 
  O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
  to be consoled as to console;  to be understood, 
  as to understand; to be loved, as to love; 
  for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning 
  that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are 
  born into eternal life.  Amen. 
  Music:  Howard Helvey        Text:  St. Francis of Assisi 

 *Affirmation of Faith   Brief Statement of Faith (Part i) 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, healing the sick 
and binding up the brokenhearted,  
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal. Amen.  

 The Church at Prayer                                 
 Choir: Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 
  I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace. 
  I can hear the brush of angels’ wings 
  I see glory on each face;   
  Surely the presence of our God is in this place. 

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with your spirit. 
 Pastor: Let us pray.  

 The Lord’s Prayer 



 The Presentation of Our Gifts At this time all worshipers are requested to sign and pass 
  the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks. 

 Offertory An Offertory John Ness Beck 

  With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself 
                                                         before God on high?  Shall I come be for God with  
                                                         burnt offerings?  Shall I come before God with yearling 
                                                         calves?  Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
                                                         with ten thousand rivers of oil?  Shall I give God my 
                                                         first-born for my transgressions, the fruit of my body 
                                                         for the sin of my soul?  God has shown you what is good. 
                                                         And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice 
                                                         and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. 
                                                                                                                  Text:  Micah 6: 6-8 

 Offertory Response Doxology   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication Loving God, we give you thanks for all your gifts of 
goodness and grace. Receive our lives and gifts dedicated 
in your name as a sacrifice of praise to you and teach us to 
honor you each day by our obedience to your will.  
Amen. 

 *Hymn 305 Come Sing, O Church, in Joy! Darwall’s 148th 

 *Charge and Benediction 

 Closing Response:     Forth in Thy Name Orlando Gibbons 
  Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,  
  My daily labor to pursue 
  Thee, only thee, resolved to know,  
  In all I think, or speak, or do  



 Congregational Meeting 

 *Voluntary Symphony I: Finale                                       Louis Vierne   

  (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

 

 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 
• Chancel Flowers are given in gratitude for the gift of God’s call to ministry as we welcome 

candidate, the Reverend Sarah Anne Bishop, and recognize the Reverend Dr. Blythe 
Denham Kieffer’s ministry as Pastor and Head of Staff which began in October 2013. 

• Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
• Worship Leader: Ben Bassett 
• Acolytes: Kate Bryans and Lucy Bassett 
• Greeters:  Dr. Marc and Jen DeJong 
• Ushers: Greg Boutelle (Head Usher) Sophia Choi, Joyce King, Todd Lafrenz, Bill Schlosser, 

Susan Shaw, Bernie Wiseman 
• Music: Westminster Choir, and Dale Rogers, organist 

 
EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY 

• 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, two & three year olds (Nursery) gather for play 
and Bible Story. This week: “God Gave Moses the Ten Commandments” (Ten 
Commandments) Caregivers: Kara Milward, Maria Lafrenz 

• 10:15 – 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children will begin in worship with their families & go 
to Sunday school following the Congregational Response. 

• Kindergarten – Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “James and John Ask” 
(Mark 10:35-45). Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz 

• Grade 3 – Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “Servant Love” 
(Mark 10:35-45). Teachers: Dr. Aaron Berkowitz, Cathy Brower 

• Grades 6-7 (Conference Room) Lesson 21 of Echo titled “Jesus’ Followers”. 
Teachers: Mary Ray, Joseph Fierstos 

• 11:30 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  
• Reception to Welcome the Rev. Sarah Bishop (Parish Hall) 
• 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group Fellowship and Dinner (Parish 

Hall) The youth will prepare care packages for Westminster’s college students. 
Dinner: Angie and Todd Lafrenz, Ministry Partners: Cathy Brower, Kyle Duffy, 
Mary Ray 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Mary Terry Norton 02/23/37 – 10/17/2024 
United with Westminster 08/25/2002 



Introducing The Rev. Sarah Anne Bishop 
Candidate for Associate Pastor for Family Ministry 
Westminster Presbyterian Church – Springfield, IL 

 
 

Formal Education   
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary  
 Master of Divinity Degree 2005 - 2008 
Muskingum University 2001 - 2005 
 B.A. Christian Education and Political Science   
 
Ordination Date  
September 2013 by the Presbytery of Wabash Valley 
     
Work Experience  
First Presbyterian Church, Winter Haven, FL 2018-2024 
    Associate Pastor of Christian Education and Family Ministries 

• Resource and lead education, pastoral care, and intergenerational opportunities for adults 
and children in 1000-member church   

First Presbyterian Church, South Bend, IN 2013-2018 
     Associate Pastor of Christian Formation and Education  

• Education for adults, children and youth in 500-member church  
First Presbyterian Church, Frankfort, KY 2010-2013 
      Director of Christian Education 

• Education for adults, children and youth in 250-member church     
     

Service to the Church 
Commissioner, Synod of South Atlantic 
Commission on Church Vitality, Presbytery of Tampa Bay 
General Presbyter Search Committee, Presbytery of Tampa Bay 
Small Group Leader, Montreat Youth Conference 
Endowment Ministry Team and Treasurer, Association of Presbyterian Church Educators (APCE) 
222nd GA Teaching Elder Commissioner (Portland, OR) 
Committee on Ministry, Presbytery of Wabash Valley 
 
 
Additional Training 
Clinical Pastoral Education 2007 
 Norton Children Hospital  
Interim/Transitional Ministry Training 2017 
 Week 1 MALT – St. Louis, MO 



Bio 
Sarah was born and raised in Marysville, OH, a small city northwest of Columbus.  She grew up in 
the First Presbyterian Church of Marysville with her younger brother Erik.  Within that congregation, 
she participated in the life and ministries including Sunday School, Children’s Choir, Vacation Bible 
School, and youth group.  
 
The summer following her freshman year at Muskingum College, Sarah directed their Vacation Bible 
School.  This formative leadership role led her to explore ministry as a career, 
 

 
Statement of Faith  
I believe in God, the Holy One of Israel who is complete within the Trinity yet sought relationship 
with humanity through Torah and Christ. Sin entered the good creation as we believed we could 
live apart from God. Evil wove its way into all of life both within human hearts and all we’ve created 
apart from God.  
 
And yet, God continually sought to bring us back into relationship in active ways and in a personal 
way, through the life of Jesus Christ.  Jesus lived out a relationship with God of pure love and grace, 
an inexplicable gift to an undeserving world. As Savior, Christ embodies God’s unending grace.  We 
are asked to respond as forgiven people, to be active participants in that unfolding grace striving for 
God’s kingdom in the world here and now. 
 
The Holy Spirit is the messenger of God able to create new life in each of us. To the community of 
faith, the Holy Spirit whispers God’s truth when the church is blinded by selfish aims. The Holy Spirit 
is the sustainer of our new life in this world and the reconciler of what is with what will be.  
 
The sacraments of baptism and communion are the visible signs of invisible grace. Baptism signals 
the claiming of God upon our lives regardless of our ability to understand it. The Eucharist in bread 
and wine is the sustaining power of Christ here and now in our community that frees us to participate 
in God’s grace with service to the world. And communion grounds again as God’s beloved and 
forgiven church, the body of Christ individually and stronger together.  
 
The church is to joyfully participate in Christ’s ongoing life and work. We understand this discipleship 
through the Word. Scripture is the unique and authoritative, inspired Word of God that both speaks 
to the community of believers who walked with Christ and undergirds the faithful today. Faith leads 
the church to pursue justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. In every step, we are 
compelled by God, accompanied by Christ and nourished by the Holy Spirit as faithful people living 
in this world and into the world not yet realized. 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about us is in our Welcome Brochure located in the pew 
pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org.  Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder 
located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, speak to Dr. Kieffer.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held today following the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service. The 
purpose of the meeting is twofold. We will elect Church Officers presented by the Nominating 
Committee: 

Elders Class of 2027:  Brownie Anderson, Dr. Jonathan Carlson-Eastvold, Joe Fierstos, Vonnie 
Hinesley, Julie McDonough, Pat Moore, Marilyn Rigney, Lyle VanDeventer,   
Youth: Sam Batterman  

Board of Deacons Class of 2027: Ben Arnold, Michella Arnold, Linda Caupert, Dorothy 
Hutchinson-Gross, Christian Kennerly, Claudia Nash, Brad Steller, Cathy Yokley,   
Class of 2026 Randy Wiseman,    
Class of 2025: Dr. Debra Parker  
Youth: Maria Lafrenz   

Strategic Planning Committee Class of 2027: Sandy Bellatti, Dr. Richard Leary  

2025 Nominating Committee: Mal Hildebrand, Julie Sundquist, Carolyn Swanson, Brad Steller 

APOSTLES’ READ BOOD GROUP meets Tuesday, October 22 at 6:00 p.m. in the Ziegler Library to 
discuss Water Keeper (A Murphy Shepherd Novel) by Charles Martin. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz. 
 

 

THE 2024 BAY WEEKEND, NOVEMBER 2-3 
THE REV. JIHYUN OH, STATED CLERK OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA) 

PRESENTATION:   
THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST 

Sunday, November 2 
Welcome Reception 5:30 – 8:00 p.m. Members are invited to the home of Drs. Todd and 

Judy Knox for a gathering hosted by the Adult Education Committee. 
Sunday, November 3  
Worship Service        10:00 a.m.  Rev. Oh will preach.  
Education Forum      11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  Presentation 
All Church Lunch 12:30 p.m.  We will share a community meal. 

Biography: The Rev. Jihyun Oh is the Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). Jihyun, who was born in South Korea and raised in Kansas, is the first Korean American to serve in 
the PC(USA)’s highest ecclesial office, only the second woman, and the first woman of color.  Rev. Oh earned 
undergraduate degrees in Biology and German Studies from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a 
Master of Science in Finance from Florida International University, and a Master of Divinity degree 
from Columbia Theological Seminary. 

 
  
 

 
 

http://www.wpcspi.org/
https://www.ctsnet.edu/


REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 
HARVEST FEST BEGINS AT 11:00 A.M. IN PARISH HALL 
Westminster will continue the tradition we began in 2021 when 
Reformation Sunday fell on Halloween.  We will celebrate the Harvest 
Festival in the morning.  Members are invited to wear costumes to worship 
and join Westminster families in Parish Hall following the service (11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.) for a 
festive gathering.  

A DELICIOUS LUNCH will be provided and treat bags sent home with the children.  
PUMPKIN CRAFTS AND TREATS, STORY-TELLING AND FACE PAINTING in the Parish Hall. 
A HARVEST MAZE in the Youth Room. 

This celebration provides an opportunity to highlight the origins of Hallows’ Eve in our faith 
tradition. Don’t miss this time of creative and meaningful worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I have taken to time reflect upon what stewardship means to me, I have had the 
privilege to relive some of my favorite memories over the last 16+ years. I initially 
came to Westminster to join the 9th grade confirmation class with the Reverend 
Tasha Blackburn as a somewhat shy and hesitant 14 year old who did not feel 
comfortable in a church setting. Over the school year that followed I forged 
friendships with my fellow confirmands and felt welcomed by the youth group 
adult leaders. I was confirmed in April 2008 and signed up to participate in my very 
first youth mission trip to Birmingham, Alabama that summer at the behest of my 
new youth group friends.  

A day or two prior to leaving for that mission trip I tried to back out. I was scared about what the 
coming week would bring, and worried about missing a softball tournament at home and letting my 
teammates down. With only about 15 hours until the bus was scheduled to leave the WPC parking lot, 
I agreed to go. It soon became clear to me that opting for mission trip over softball was the best 
decision. The mission team wrapped their arms around me and made me feel comfortable right away. 
Over the remainder of my high school career, I went on to attend 3 more mission trips and countless 
youth group events. I was also proud to have been chosen to serve as a youth elder.  
In my college years I always looked forward to returning to Westminster on school breaks and 
updating everyone on what was new and exciting in my life. My WPC family was also there for me 
when I made a difficult decision to move back to Springfield in late 2017 after a challenging first few 
years postgrad living in Southwest Florida. Since that time, I have had the privilege to attend another 
youth mission trip as an adult sponsor, serve as a deacon, participate in Westminster’s first 
international mission trip to Kenya in January 2020, and now serving as elder.  
I can confidently say that I would not be the woman I am today if it were not for Westminster and all 
that it has given to me. Each one of us has different spiritual gifts to offer as the church continues its 
ministry. I look forward to what the future holds for our congregation and will give to help support 
that future. Please join me in supporting our work. 
Peace and love, 
Tara Fritsch 
As of Thursday, October 17, we have received 96 pledges for a total of $454,929 which is 50% of our goal 
of $902,870 goal.  Please complete the pledge card and return it to the church office or place it in the offering 
plate by Stewardship Dedication Sunday, October 27, 2024.  Pledges can also be made online at 
www.wpcspi.org.         

2025 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN REFLECTION 

http://www.wpcspi.org/


THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER  

Monday, October 21 
 8:00 AM KDO Leadership Training (Parish Hall) 

Tuesday, October 22 
 10:30 AM Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study) 
 1:00 PM Knit 2 Purl 4 (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 3:00 PM Compass for Kids 
 4:30 PM Support and Endowment (Pastor’s Study) 
 6:00 PM Apostles Read Book Club (Library) 
 7:00 PM St. Andrews Sisters rehearsal (Off site) 

Wednesday, October 23 
 10:00 AM Sing by Heart Dementia Friendly Choir 
  (Parish Hall) 
 10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study) 
 5:00 PM Deliver Helping Hands Hot Meal 
 3:30 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support (Conf. Room) 
 4:00 PM Bridges (Tower Classroom) 
 4:00 PM Property Meeting (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 5:00 PM Children’s Choir (Music Room) 
 5:15 PM Membership Meeting (Pastor’s Study) 
 6:00 PM Adult Ed Meeting (Pastor’s Study) 

Thursday, October 24 
 3:30 PM Pastors Pray in the Chancel (Sanctuary) 
  4:00 PM  Personnel Committee 
 5:30 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2nd Floor Classroom)  
 7:00 PM Choir (Music Room) 

Friday, October 25 

Saturday, October 26 
 11:00 AM Church Mice (2nd Floor Classroom)  

Sunday, October 27  
 10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Confirmation Prep (Conference Room) 
 10:15 AM Sunday School K to Grade 5 (Chapel/Tower) 
 11:15 AM Harvest Fest & Luncheon (Parish Hall) 
 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 
533 S. Walnut Street   
Springfield, IL  62704  
Phone (217) 522-4415   Fax (217) 522-4465 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Christian K. Choi 
Associate Pastor for Parish Life 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 
Director for Youth 

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Katie Moore 
Director for Children’s Music 

Erin Winn, Kara Milward 
Nursery Co-coordinator 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 
Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

Braden Barton, James Capler,  
Terry Gietl, Javier Velasquez 
Part-time Custodians  
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