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Welcome and Announcements

Ministry Moment

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship

Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:

*Hymn 12

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

13 October 2024 + 10:00 a.m.

Faithful, Hopeful, Loving Harold Hale
Church Sonata in E-flat Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Psalm 22:3-5

God, you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.
In you our ancestors trusted, and you delivered them.
To you they cried, and they were saved;

in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

God, you are holy. All praise to you, now and forever!

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise St. Denio

Holy God, you are present in all the moments of our lives.
You have given us hearts that question suffering and minds
that resist easy answers. Forgive us when we accept only
what we see as good. Have mercy on us when we turn
away from what troubles and disturbs. Strengthen us to
recognize your presence in the hurting places of our
world. Give us the resilience and courage to care about
what we do not understand and the faith to persist in
lamenting. Hear now our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover



*Declaration of Pardon

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Leader:
People:

Sermon

Anthem

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong, and it never ends.

Following the response, students in Kindergarten— Grade 5 will
go to their Sunday school class.

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Pew Bible, OT pages 471-472
Psalm 22:1-11 Pew Bible, OT page 500
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

A Time to Lament Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

The text: “Yet | am not reduced to silence by the darkness or by
the mystery which hides God.” Job 23:17

| Choose Love Mark Miller

In the midst of pain, | choose love.

In the midst of pain, sorrow falling down like rain,

| await the sun again | choose love.

In the midst of war, hate and anger keeping score,

1 will seek the good once more, | choose peace.

When the world falls down, explanations can’t be found,
1 will climb to holy ground 1 will rise. | choose love.



*Affirmation of Faith

The Church at Prayer

Choir:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

The Lord’s Prayer

The Presentation of Our Gifts

Offertory

Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32-33

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus
Christ has set the pattern for the church’s mission. Christ’s
human life involves the church in the common life of all
people. Christ’s service to men and women commits the
church to work for every form of human well-being.
Christ’s suffering makes the church sensitive to all human
suffering so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of
people in every kind of need. Christ’s crucifixion discloses
to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that
marks human relations, and the awful consequences of the
church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the
risen Christ and the hope of Christ’s coming, the church
sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society
and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows
this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its
action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.
Amen.

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,

| can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.
| can hear the brush of angels’ wings

| see glory on each face;

Surely the presence of our God is in this place.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders found in the pew racks.

Gloria Franz Joseph Haydn
Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace.



Offertory Response

*Prayer of Dedication

* Hymn 761
*Charge and Benediction
*Closing Response

*Voluntary

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below

Praise God above, ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Holy and loving God, accept these gifts given in gratitude
as we partner in Christ’s service. May the act of giving
strengthen our commitment to the ministries of mercy for
which Christ died and engage us in the acts of compassion
by which Christ lived. Amen.

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service Beecher

Day by Day Harold Friedell

Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart
Charles Villiers Stanford

(*) The congregation is invited to stand.

Elder Carolyn S. Dungan 04/16/1957—-10/06/2024

IN MEMORIAM

United with Westminster 04/08/1971

: w

Melancolie, a sculpture created by Albert Gyorgy, portrays the
void that grief leaves with us. The sculpture depicts a figure made
of copper sitting on a bench slumped over, with a giant hole in
the center of the being.

Albert Gydrgy is a Romanian-born sculptor, who resides in
Switzerland. Albert lost his wife and created this in his grief. The
sculpture can be found in Geneva in a small park on the
promenade (Quai du Mont Blanc) along the shore of Lake
Geneva. Switzerland.



SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

e The Chancel Flowers are given by Doris and Mal Hildebrand in celebration of their
wedding on October 12.

e Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle

e  Worship Leader: Ned Moore

e Acolytes: Taryn Barnett and Brooke Boutelle

e Greeters: Michella and Ben Arnold

e  Ushers: Greg Boutelle (Head Usher) Sophia Choi, Todd Lafrenz, Jim Parker, Bill Schlosser,
Susan Shaw, Bernie Wiseman

o Safety Team: Marilyn Rigney

e Music: The Westminster Choir and Dale Rogers, organist

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

e 9:00 a.m. —9:30 a.m. Fellowship Committee (Library)will meet.

e 9:30 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, two & three year olds (Nursery) gather for play
and Bible Story. This week: “We Can Be Thankful for What God Gives Us”. Caregivers:
Erin Winn, Sara Eldridge, Dee Dee Duffy

e 10:15 - 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children will begin in worship with their families & go
to Sunday school following the Congregational Response.

¢ Kindergarten — Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “We Can Follow Jesus”
(Mark 10:17-31). Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Julie Robbs
e Grade 3 — Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “A Rich Man’s
Question” (Mark 10:17-31). Teachers: Dr. Aaron Berkowitz, Lindsay Boutelle
e 11:15 a.m. — Noon

e Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall) We will explore the religious environment in
Germany with a particular emphasis on the role of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in
organizing the Confessing Church movement. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz

e Church Officer Orientation (Second Floor Classroom) for soon to be elected elders
and deacons 11:15 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Lunch will be Spuds. Led by Dr. Kieffer

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about us is in our Welcome Brochure located in the pew
pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder
located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining Westminster, speak with Dr. Kieffer.

THE ANNUAL SPUD BAKE IS TODAY. Youth gather in the kitchen from 9:00 a.m.
?9 ¢ to Noon to prepare loaded baked potatoes to raise funds for the Contact Ministries
Christmas Gift Distribution. Members are invited to buy a Spud for $5.00 and help
our youth share God’s love! Minimum donation $5.00 per potato.

ADULT ED FORUM presents Rise of Nazism & Dietrich Bonhoeffer today at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall.
We will explore the religious environment in Germany with a particular emphasis on the role of
Dietrich Bonhoeffer in organizing the Confessing Church. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz



http://www.wpcspi.org/

CHURCH OFFICER ORIENTATION for soon to be elected elders and deacons will be today, 11:15
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom. Lunch will be Spuds.

CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 6 and to Krista Steller, Becky Martin, and s
Bill Deemer for their leadership. Westminster was well represented with 25 walkers
including 13 youth and children. As of Thursday, October 10, Westminster members
have given $4,519. This amount and additional gifts will be matched by the Betty
Smith Mission Fund. You still have time to donate.

'_@ PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE is at work in the states affected by the
PPz devastation of Hurricane Helene. If you would like to give towards PDA’s response,
7 donate by check designating for PDA in the memo line or click Give Now on our
i website Giving Page. Scan this QR code with your phone to go to the church webpage.

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING Each September and October, WPC receives the Peace
& Global Witness Offering which enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing
systems of injustice. Our gifts are helping our neighbors in need — those who live next door, down
the street, and across the globe. 25% of the offering stays with Westminster.

LYDIA CIRCLE meets Tuesday, October 15 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library. Sharon Zook will lead the
devotional from “Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All )
Creation”, Lesson 2, titled “Land Justice.” TEACH THE

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM will meet Wednesday, October 16 at 4:30 p.m. — 6:00 CgILDREN
p-m. at Islamic Society of Greater Springfield. Children and youth in Kindergarten -
through Grade 12 are invited to quarterly interfaith gatherings The 2024-2025 NECESSARY
theme is “Celebrate!l” We will explore the celebrations within our faith traditions. =~ TO TEACH

DMA (DON'T MENTION AGE) will meet Friday, October 18 at 5:30 p.m. in Parish £ APULIE
Hall for a potluck and program at 6:15 p.m. Kathy Smith will speak on the “Peanut Butter and Jelly
Initiative: Helping Feed Those in Need” in Springfield.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held next Sunday, October 20 following the 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service. The purpose of the meeting is twofold. We will elect Church Officers presented by
the Nominating Committee:

THANK YOU to the 65 members of our community who walked in the Springfield ﬁ%?ég

| EW
CROP HUNGER WALK

Elders Class of 2027: Brownie Anderson, Dr. Jonathan Carlson-Eastvold, Joe Fierstos, Vonnie
Hinesley, Julie McDonough, Pat Moore, Marilyn Rigney, Lyle VanDeventer, Youth: Sam
Batterman

Board of Deacons Class of 2027: Ben Arnold, Michella Arnold, Linda Caupert, Dorothy
Hutchinson-Gross, Christian Kennerly, Claudia Nash, Brad Steller, Cathy Yokley, Class of 2025:
Dr. Debra Parker, Youth: Maria Lafrenz

Strategic Planning Committee Class of 2027: Sandy Bellatti, Dr. Richard Leary
2025 Nominating Committee: Mal Hildebrand, Julie Sundquist, Carolyn Swanson, Brad Steller

Associate Pastor for Family Ministry - We will then elect the candidate nominated by the APNC to
serve. She will preach the sermon and following an affirmative vote by the congregation, will begin
Sunday, December 1, 2024. As a part of the Presbyterian Polity and to maintain confidentiality for
the candidate, professional and personal information will be shared Sunday, October 20.



APOSTLES READ LIBRARY GROUP meets Tuesday, October 22 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in the Ziegler
Library to discuss Water Keeper (A Murphy Shepherd Novel) by Charles Martin. New members are
always welcome! The discussion is led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

REFORMATION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27 ———
HARVEST FEST BEGINS AT 11:00 A.M. IN PARISH HALL 5

Westminster will continue the tradition we began in 2021 when
Reformation Sunday fell on Halloween. We will celebrate the Harvest
Festival in the morning. Members are invited to wear costumes to
worship and join Westminster families in Parish Hall following the service
(11:00 a.m. -12:30 p.m.) for a festive gathering.

This celebration provides an opportunity to highlight the origins of Hallows’ Eve in our faith
tradition. Don’t miss this time of creative and meaningful worship.

2025 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN REFLECTION

Hello from the Carpenter Household,

We have been asked to share with the congregation why we give to Westminster. Our
| question is where do we start and do you have a while? We have been members since 1991
| when our children were baptized but only our story starts there. Rance is a child of the
church. He grew up here and attended with his parents for many years then went away to
college.

When he and | got married, we lived across the street from the Methodist church and, since Ellen grew up in
the Methodist church, it was only fitting that we attend that church. We then had children and moved closer
to the center of the city and started church “shopping”. Rance wanted to go back to Westminster and after
many trials elsewhere, we tried Westminster, Ellen approved, and we joined the church. The church has been
a LOVING place to raise our children. Thanks to the FAITHFUL guidance of Dale Rogers our children grew
up with the music he lovingly provided. Both children continued their faith journey through the Confirmation
Classes which exposed them to different faiths. Ellen has gone on eight mission trips with the youth and even
led one when we came up short a minister. Both of us have served as Elders and chaired and co-chaired
committees as we grew on our faith journeys. We have participated in the many adult education opportunities
previously known as 34 Hour, Rance served his time as a deacon, and as many of you know Ellen has been
the Parish Nurse there for many years. The church has been committed to us both as individuals and as parents,
as a couple as well as our children and we have been committed to the church. Our children were baptized
and became members of the church. Lucas worked a short time for the church. Lindsay married in the church
and soon Lucas will follow. One of my favorite lines from a sermon from long ago was that we all had
different gifts to give but all those gifts are from God.

We have been blessed and invest in the church because the church has invested in us and our children. The
church has invested in the community locally and worldwide. It has invested in the church’s mission statement
and continuing its rich history. We give in a very small attempt to pay back all they have provided us with.
We are HOPEFUL that you will prayerfully consider your pledge.

In Faithful, Hopeful and Loving thoughts. -Fllen and Rance Carpenter

As of Thursday, October 10, we have received 77 pledges for a total of $355,948 which is 39% of our
$902,870 goal. Please complete the pledge card and return it to the church office or place it in the offering
plate by Stewardship Dedication Sunday, October 27, 2024. Pledges can also be made online at

WWW.WDpCSpi.org.



http://www.wpcspi.org/

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, October 14
Columbus/Indigenous People Day— Church Office Closed

Tuesday, October 15

9:30 AM  Lydia Circle (Library)
10:30 AM  Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)

1:00 PM  Knit 2 Purl 4 (2™ Floor Classroom)

1:30 PM  Café Moxo prepares meals for Compass
5:30 PM  Family Ministry (Pastor’s Study)

7:00 PM  St. Andrews Sisters rehearsal (Off site)

Wednesday, October 16

8:00 AM  KDO Leadership Training
10:00 AM  Sing by Heart Dementia Friendly Choir
(Parish Hall)
10:30 AM  Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
3:30 PM  Depression and Bi-Polar Support (Conf. Room)
4:30 PM  Children of Abraham (Off site)
5:30 PM  Session (Parish Hall)

Thursday, October 17

11:00 AM  Carolyn Dungan Memorial Service (Sanctuary)
12:00 PM  Memorial Luncheon (Parish Hall)

1:00 PM  Library Guild (Children’s Library)

2:30 PM Memory Loss Group (2" Floor Classroom)
5:00 PM  Pastors Pray in the Chancel (Sanctuary)

5:30 PM  Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2" Floor Classroom)
7:00 PM  Choir (Music Room)

Friday, October 18
5:30 PM  DMA Potluck (Parish Hall)
6:15 PM  DMA Program (Parish Hall)

Saturday, October 19

9:00 AM  PEO Food Drive (Parking Lot)

10:00 AM  AGO Choral Workshop (Parish Hall)
11:00 AM  Church Mice (2™ Floor Classroom)

Sunday, October 20

10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)

10:15 AM  Confirmation Prep (Conference Room)
10:15 AM  Sunday School K to Grade 5 (Chapel/Tower)
11:00 AM  Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary)

11:30 AM  Fair Trade Sale (West Narthex)

11:30 AM  Confirmation (Conference Room)

11:30 AM  Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall)

Westminster Presbyterian Church
533 S. Walnut Street
Springfield, IL 62704

Phone (217) 522-4415  www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Christian K. Choi
Associate Pastor for Parish Life

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Erin Winn, Kara Milward
Nursery Co-coordinator

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Velasquez
Part-time Custodians




