Welcome and Announcements
Ministry Moment

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell
*Call to Worship
Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

*Hymn 318

*Prayer of Confession

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

World Communion Sunday
6 October 2024 + 10:00 a.m.

Faithful, Hopeful, Loving Dr. Tanya DeSanto

We Are Marching in the Light of God Zulu melody
Procession of Bridges Children with breads of the world.

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Around the world people gather
to break bread and pour wine.
We gather with them in heart and mind.

Around the world the broken body is made whole.

As part of that body, we join in its unity.

Around the world the Banquet of God

is prepared for the table.

We, who share in the banquet, come eagerly to be fed.

Adoremos juntos, compartamos los dones de Dios.
Let us worship together, let us share God’s gifts.

In Christ There is No East or West St. Peter

Holy and loving God, forgive us for not trusting you with
the breadth of our emotions and for the unhealthy ways
we deal with loss and regret. Sometimes we live in denial
and sometimes we overindulge ourselves. Let us find a
silence that can hold all our emotions, a confidence that
we are held in your strong embrace, and a faith that
empowers us to persist in integrity. Hear now our silent
prayers of confession:



*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

Scripture Reading

Meditation

Anthem

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong, and it never ends.

Following the Congregational Response, children in grades Pre-K-2
go to Sunday School. Grades 3-5 remain in worship for communion.

Job 1:12, 2:1-10 Pew Bible, OT pages 453

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

A Time to Persist Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: “Then Job’s wife said to him, ‘Do you still persist in
your integrity?’” Job 2:9a

Ubuntu Mark Hayes

| am me because of you, ubuntu, ubuntu, and you are your because
of me. | need you and you need me, we are one big family, ubuntu
imgumuntu ngabanye abantu. 1 am human just like you, but we
have differences, it’s true. | will see the best in you, and | know that
you will see the best in me. | will guard your dignity, ubuntu.

We will live in harmony, ubuntu. We will live in harmony, | will
lift your spirit high, wipe the teardrops form your eyes. As a chorus
we are strong when everyone of us sings along. So lift your voice
and sing your part, let us hear what’s in your heart. Umbutu
ungumuntu ngabanye abantu.



The Presentation of Our Gifts
and Prayer of Dedication

Offertory

Offertory Response

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Invitation to the Lord's Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders at the end of each pew

All Over the World

All over the world, O people, lift up your voice
Give praise and rejoice. Let Jesus shine!

Magnify Jehovah, the Lord God of us all.

Lift your praise forever, our hearts in one accord,
Come every nation, give adoration, praise the Lord.

Michael Barrett

Doxology Hymnal, 606

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and
praise... Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
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Leader:

People:
Leader:

The Lord's Prayer
Words of Institution
Music at Communion

Distribution of Elements

*Prayer after Communion

*Hymn 295
*Charge and Benediction

*Voluntary

You are holy, O God of majesty...Accept this, our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified
and risen. Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and

upon these your gifts of bread and wine...
Hear now the prayer Christ taught us to pray, saying:

Hymnal, page 35

Meditation for Peruvian Flute David Tell

The elements are served without interruption. Partake of the
bread as you receive it and hold the cup until all have been
served so that we may symbolize our unity in Christ.

Gluten-free bread is available in the center of the plate.

Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people
in heaven and on earth. You have fed us with the bread of
life and renewed us for your service. Help all who have
shared Christ’s body and received Christ’s cup, to be
persistent so that our daily living may be part of the life of
your kingdom, and our love be your love reaching out
into the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Go to the World! Sine Nomine

Toccata on Jesus Shall Reign Wherever the Sun
Gilbert Martin

(*) The congregation is invited to stand



SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

o Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle

o Worship Leaders: Bridges Children: August and Roscoe Ekstedt, Charlotte Moore, Abi
Velasquez Alonso, Sam Berkowitz

e Greeters: Drs. Judy and Todd Knox

e Acolytes: Charlotte Affrunti and Conner Hill

e Cross and Bible Carriers: Sam Batterman and James Maeda

e Elders Serving Communion: Scott Day (Team Leader) Tara Fritsch, David Jenkins, Jay
Kennerly, Tim Kluge, Amanda Kurmann, Vena Long, Christy Pound, Jeanne VanGieson,
Peter VanGieson, Brinton Wilkey, Sarah Zerfas

e Today’s Communion Bread is Cottage Bread and was prepared by Mary Jo Jenkins

e Home Communion Delivery: Eleanor and Lyle VanDeventer, Kathy Kenyon and Bill
Schlosser, Judy Knox and Sara Eldridge.

e Communion Prep: Mary Ray, Ann Collins, Priscilla and Tim Kluge, Elisabeth and Mark
Luttrell, Leigh Milward, Krista Steller

e Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher), Sophia Choi, Todd Lafrenz, Jim Parker, Bill Schlosser,
Susan Shaw, Bernie Wiseman

o Safety Team: Alan Schuermann

e Music: The Westminster Choir, David Tell, Peruvian Flute, and Dale Rogers, organist

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

e 9:30 a.m. Parish Nurse (Church Office) Ellen Carpenter will check blood pressures.
e 9:30 a.m. Dungeons and Dragons Information Meeting (Library) . Dr. Aaron Berkowitz will
lead this faith-based Dungeons and Dragons inter-generational group.
e 9:45 am.—12 noon Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story: “We
Ask God for What We Need.” (Manna in the Desert) Caregivers: Erin Winn, Lynn McMenamin
e 10:15 — 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children will begin in worship with their families & go to
Sunday school following the Congregational Response.
¢ Kindergarten — Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “We are Family” (Mark
10:2-16). Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Katrina Opperman
e GCrade 3 — Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “Jesus Blesses
Children” (Mark 10:2-16). Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Chelsea Ekstedt
e 11:15 a.m. — 12 noon
e  Adult Education Forum (Parish Hall) presents “The Church and the Custody Battle of
Public Education. We will review the history of education in the United States, the
role the “church” has played, and consider today’s situation, and project into the
future. Presented by Dr. Vena M. Long

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the
pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to Dr. Kieffer.
The October New Member Class will be rescheduled later in the year.



http://www.wpcspi.org/

BREADS OF THE WORLD PROCESSIONAL - We welcome our Bridges children who will process
with the breads of the world during the 10:00 a.m. voluntary as we celebrate World Communion
Sunday. This bread will be served in the West Narthex following worship. The Communion table
is adorned with African textiles, a gift of the late Andrea Butler.

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE

PDA is at work in the states affected by the devastation of Hurricane Helene. If you
!"E" would like to give towards PDA’s response, donate by check designating for PDA in

. the memo line or click Give Now on our website Giving Page. Scan this QR code with
your phone to go to the webpage.

ANNUAL CHURCH WORLD SERVICE CROP HUNGER WALK Join the Springfield community
today on World Communion Sunday for the annual CROP Hunger Walk at Third Presbyterian (1030
N. Seventh). The Betty Smith Mission Fund is providing a matching grant. Let us join and give
generously. Walk details will be in West Narthex following today’s service.

H.E.A.L. FUND provides “helpful emergency assistance for living” to members of the Springfield
community through Contact Ministries and within our church family as needed.

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING Each September and October, WPC receives the Peace
& Global Witness Offering which enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing
systems of injustice. Our gifts are helping our neighbors in need — those who live next door, down
the street, and across the globe. 25% of the offering stays with Westminster.

ELIZABETH CIRCLE meets Monday, October 7, 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom. Sue Baker
will lead the devotional from “Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All
Creation”, Lesson 2, titled “Land Justice.”

THE ANNUAL SPUD BAKE is next Sunday, October 13! Junior and Senior High Youth
will gather in the kitchen from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon to prepare loaded baked and
sweet potatoes to raise funds for the Contact Ministries Christmas Gift Distribution.

CHURCH OFFICER ORIENTATION for soon to be elected elders and deacons will be next Sunday,
October 13, 11:15 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom. Lunch will be Spuds.

ADULT ED FORUM presents Rise of Nazism & Dietrich Bonhoeffer on October 13, 20 at 11:15 a.m.
in Parish Hall. We will explore the religious environment in Germany with a particular emphasis on
the role of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in organizing the Confessing Church. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz

LYDIA CIRCLE meets Tuesday, October 15 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library. Sharon Zook will lead the
devotional from “Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Creation”, Lesson
2, titled “Land Justice.”

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM meets Wednesday, October 16 at 4:30 p.m. — 6:00 p.m. at Islamic
Society of Greater Springfield Children and youth in Kindergarten through Grade 12 are invited to
quarterly interfaith gatherings The 2024-2025 theme is “Celebrate!” We will explore the celebrations
within our faith traditions.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN Meet at Sangamon County Water Reclamation District's Spring Creek Plant on
October 10, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. Gregg Humphrey, Executive Director, will lead the group and a
video presentation and then a driving tour of the facility.

DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE) will meet Friday, October 18 at 5:30 p.m. in Parish Hall for a
potluck and program at 6:15 p.m. Kathy Smith will speak on the “Peanut Butter and Jelly Initiative:
Helping Feed Those in Need” in Springfield.




CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held Sunday, October 20 following the 10:00 a.m. Worship
Service. The purpose of the meeting is twofold. We will elect Church Officers presented by the
Nominating Committee:

Elders Class of 2027: Brownie Anderson, Dr. Jonathan Carlson-Eastvold, Joe Fierstos, Vonnie
Hinesley, Julie McDonough, Pat Moore, Marilyn Rigney, Lyle VanDeventer, Youth: Sam
Batterman

Board of Deacons Class of 2027: Ben Arnold, Michella Arnold, Linda Caupert, Dorothy
Hutchinson-Gross, Christian Kennerly, Claudia Nash, Brad Steller, Cathy Yokley, Class of 2025:
Dr. Debra Parker, Youth: Maria Lafrenz

Strategic Planning Committee Class of 2027: Sandy Bellatti, Dr. Richard Leary
2025 Nominating Committee: Mal Hildebrand, Julie Sundquist, Carolyn Swanson, Brad Steller

We will then elect the candidate nominated by the APNC to serve as Associate Pastor for Family
Ministry. She will preach the sermon and following an affirmative vote by the congregation, will
begin Sunday, December 1, 2024. As a part of the Presbyterian Polity and to maintain confidentiality
for the candidate, professional and personal information will be shared Sunday, October 20.

2024 BAY WEEKEND, NOVEMBER 2-3 We welcome the Rev. Jihyun Oh, Stated Clerk of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Details will follow.

2025 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN REFLECTION

I was not raised in a church family. My parents never took me to church, although my mother had
made sure that | was baptized in an Episcopal church in Minnesota shortly after my birth. My
conversion to Christianity happened when | was in my 30’s and resulted in me returning to an
| Episcopal church in Peoria, however over time | would drift away from it. Career opportunities
would eventually lead me to Springfield

I have lived in Springfield now for 30 years and have been a member of Westminster for nearly half of that
time. During the first half of that 30 years. | drove past Westminster many times and thought it looked very
interesting, but never made a Sunday morning visit. Finally, | made it to my first Westminster service, and
what a wonderful discovery it was. Such an incredibly beautiful sanctuary, such a powerfully glorious choir,
and what wonderful warm and welcoming people. Clearly, there was a powerful spirit residing here. By my
third visit (wearing a visitor name tag}, Becky Martin and Krista Steller warmly greeted me. | was won over,
and | knew this was where | belonged during my time in Springfield.

There have been many wonderful experiences in this church. Serving as both a Deacon and an Elder allowed
me to meet and work with so many from this fabulous congregation. One of my earliest epic memories was
the report from the Mission Trip team members and their very moving testimonials. Clearly this was a church
that was putting their faith into actively serving others while at the same time preserving the legacy of its
founders.

Early on, | was struck with an inescapable conclusion: Westminster is no accident.... From its early abolitionist
history to its current Steadfast Neighbor initiative, it has always represented faith in action. In its current
location alone for 116 years, it is the product of generations upon generations of faithful, caring and loving
stewardship. Each generation that it has shepherded has passed it on to the next one in at least as good, if not
better, condition that it inherited. I'm confident that is guided by an invisible divine hand that will assure that
this tradition will continue into the future.

As of Thursday, October 3, we have received 47 pledges for a total of $259,360 which is 29% of our goal of
$902,870 goal. Please complete the pledge card and return it to the church office or place it in the offering
plate by Stewardship Dedication Sunday, October 27, 2024. Pledges can also be made online at
WWW.WpCcspi.org. -Marc Anderson



http://www.wpcspi.org/

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, October 7

9:00 AM Garden Club of Springfield (Off site)
1:00 PM Elizabeth Circle (2" Floor Classroom)

Tuesday, October 8

10:30 AM Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)

12:00 PM Khnitters’ Lunch (2" Floor Classroom)
1:00 PM Knit 2, Purl 4 Mission (2™ Fl. Classroom)
1:30 PM Café Moxo prepares Compass meals (Kitchen)
4:00 PM Memorial Garden Committee (Pastor’s Study)
5:30 PM Worship, Music & Arts (Music Room)

Wednesday, October 9
10:00 AM Sing by Heart Dementia Choir (Parish Hall)
10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
1:30 PM Pastors Pray in Chancel (Sanctuary)
3:30 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support (Conf Rm)
4:00 PM Bridges (Tower Room)
4:30 PM Fiscal Committee (Pastor’s Study)
5:00 PM Children’s Choir (Music Room)
5:15 PM Session Coordinating (Pastor’s Study)
6:00 PM Board of Deacons (2nd Floor Classroom)

Thursday, October 10
8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast (Off site)
1:00 PM PEO BF Meeting (Parish Hall)
5:30 PM Dir. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2nd Floor Classroom)
7:00 PM Westminster Choir (Music Room)

Friday, October 11
1:00 PM Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep (Kitchen)

Saturday, October 12
11:00 AM Church Mice (2nd Floor Classroom)
5:30 PM Melvin/Hildebrand Wedding (Library)

Sunday, October 13
Spud Bake Youth Fundraiser
10:00 AM Worship Service - Sanctuary
10:15 AM Sunday School (Pre K-5)
11:15 AM Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall)
11:15 AM Church Officer Orientation (2™ Floor Classroom)

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut St.

Springfield, lllinois 62704,

Phone (217) 522-4415 Fax (217) 522-4465
http://www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Christian K. Choi
Associate Pastor for Parish Life

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Erin Winn, Kara Milward
Nursery Co-coordinator

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Velasquez
Part-time Custodians
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