Fer
iy

Welcome and Announcements
Ministry Moment

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Processional Hymn 327

*Prayer of Confession

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Stewardship Sunday
22 September 2024 + 10:00 a.m.

2025 Stewardship Campaign Jim Dolan
Allegretto Pensoso Edward Elgar
The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Psalm 89:1-2

We will sing of God’s steadfast love forever.

With our mouths, we will proclaim

God’s faithfulness to all generations.

We declare that God’s steadfast love is established forever.
God’s faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

Come, let us lift our faithful, hopeful, loving voices.

From All That Dwell Below the Skies Lasst Uns Frfreuen

Great God of wisdom, we confess the times we have tried
to silence questions and have been afraid of the
consequences of asking. Often our lack of trust prevents

us from providing space for wonder, and exploration, and
discovery. We confess the places we have not listened,
worried because we did not know the answers. Forgive us,
God, and empower us to trust you enough to dare to
wonder, to question, to change, and to grow. Hear now
our silent prayers of confession.



*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon
and Passing of the Peace

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Leader:
People:

Sermon

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong and it never ends.

Following the response, students in Kindergarten— Grade 5
will go to their Sunday school class.

James 3:13-4:1 Pew Bible, NT page 230
Mark 9:30-37 Pew Bible, NT page 45
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

A Time to Ask Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: “But they did not understand what he was saying and were
afraid to ask him.” Mark 9:32



Anthem

*Affirmation of Faith

The Church at Prayer
Choir:

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Prayers of the People
and The Lord’s Prayer

Lord, 1 Stretch My Hands to You Jay Althouse
Lord, | stretch my hands to you; no other help | know.

If you should leave me all alone, where, then, shall | go?

Oh, Lord, | give my soul to you; | seek your care and love.

No other blessings do | need but those from you above.

Lord, 1 ask you; give me faith, and help me understand.
And Lord, when 1 this life shall leave, just hold me in your hand.
text: Charles Wesley

A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in Jesus Christ, Fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.
God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives. Amen.

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place,

| can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.
| can hear the brush of angels’ wings

| see glory on each face;

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.



The Presentation
of our Gifts

Offertory

*Offertory Response

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn 684

*Charge and Benediction

Closing Response

Congregational Meeting

*Voluntary

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.

Voluntary in c-minor Maurice Greene

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below

Praise God above, ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Holy and loving God, accept the gifts of our lives and our
labor as we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives. Amen.

Faith Begins by Letting Go Lux Prima

The Lord Bless You Anonymous

The Lord bless you, the Lord keep you, may God’s love always
surround you; protect you and guide you in all that you do;
Our prayer for you. Amen

Lift High the Cross Andrew Carter

(*) The congregation is invited to stand.



SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

¢ Chancel Flowers are given by Pat and Alan Hymans to the Glory of God.
e Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle

o Worship Leader: Liam Kiszely

e Acolytes: Lucy Bassett and Lily Swanson

e Greeter: Sue Sawers

e Music: The Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, Organist

o Ushers: George Botanga (Head Usher), Mervice Alah Abung, Julie Barton, Deb Fritsch,
Gregg Humphrey, Melanie Humphrey. Julie McDonough, John McNutt

o Safety Team: Peter VanGieson
¢ Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Krista Steller

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

e 9:45 a.m.—-12 noon Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story: “God
Does Amazing Things.” (The Red Sea) Caregivers. Erin Winn, Maria Lafrenz

10:15 — 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children will begin in worship with their families & go
to Sunday school following the Congregational Response.
¢ Kindergarten — Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “Great in God’s Eyes”
(Mark 9:30-37). Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Sophia Choi
e Grade 3 — Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “Serve Others First”
(Mark 9:30-37). Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Adam Ekstedt

e Grade 6-7 (Conference Room) The lesson is Session 19 titled “Jesus’ Birth”
Teachers: Mary Ray and Joe Fierstos

11:00 a.m. Congregational Meeting immediately following worship for the purpose of
approving the sale of 518 S. Glenwood.

11:15 a.m. — 12 noon

e Grade 8 Confirmation (Conference Room) Lesson One: “Christian History” from
Church History, Polity and Beliefs of the PC(USA). Led by Mary Ray

e  Adult Education Forum (Parish Hall) presents “Faith, Art, Advocacy Part 1:
Refugee Ministry.” In 1849, we welcomed Presbyterian refugees from Madeira,
Portugal who made Springfield their home. Today’s session will continue the
story of the Portuguese Presbyterians in Springfield, the churches they founded,
and the lives they lived. Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz

5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group Fellowship and Dinner (Parish Hall)
Dinner: Sarah and David Eldridge, Ministry Partners: Cathy Brower, Kyle Duffy, Mary Ray

WI-FI HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM is available in our Sanctuary. A basket is located at each
Sanctuary entrance with instructions to install the app for those with Bluetooth enabled hearing
aids, lanyards, and hearing amplifier packets for those with regular hearing aids, earing amplifier
packets and disposable earbuds for those without hearing aids. Please return the lanyards and
hearing amplifier packets at the end of worship. For assistance, ask an usher.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the
pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to Dr. Kieffer.

2025 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN INTRODUCED TODAY, SEPTEMBER 22

Faithful, Hopeful, Loving is the 2025 Stewardship theme based on

I Corinthians 13:13. Our stewardship—what we do with what has been —Fﬁ l+

given to us—is love in action. We are grateful for the faithful, hopeful, { [ '
loving members within this congregation who give generously to support ETl

the ministry of Westminster and the work of Christ. Serving on the 2025 l V] @
Stewardship Committee: Marc Anderson, Ellen Carpenter, Dr. Tanya

DeSanto, Tara Fritsch, Harold Hale, Jay Kennerly, Julie Robbs, and Jim Dolan, Chair.

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held today following the 10:00 a.m. Worship Service for
the purpose of approving the sale of 518 S. Glenwood.

DR. KIEFFER will travel to Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center in Reno, Nevada this week
(September 23-26) to attend the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly Fall meeting.

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP meets Tuesday, September 24 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in
the Ziegler Library to discuss Water Keeper (A Murphy Shepherd Novel) by Charles Martin. New
members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

DR. KIEFFER’S BIBLE STUDY meets Thursday, September 26, 5:30 — 6:45 p.m. in the Second Floor
Classroom. This year’s focus is the Disciple Bible Study “Remember Who You Are.”

FAMILY MATTERS meets Saturday, September 28, 5:30 p.m. in the Third Floor Chapel. Parents are
invited to join in a time of fellowship as their children view a movie.

MILESTONE MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITION Sunday, September 29 On Sunday, September 29 we
will honor members who joined Westminster Presbyterian Church in 1974, 1969, 1964, 1959, 1954
during worship. The congregation is invited to a reception in the West Narthex wing worship to
express our congratulations and appreciation.

FLU SHOTS will be offered on Sunday, September 29 by Parish Nurse Ellen Carpenter in the Church
Office starting at 9:15 a.m. and following worship.

ADULT EDUCATION FORUM: The Church and the Custody Battle of Public Education will be
presented Sundays, September 29 and October 6 at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall. We will review the
history of education in the United States, the role the “church” has played, and consider today’s
situation, and project into the future. Thomas Jefferson wrote “An educated citizenry is a vital
requisite for our survival as a people.” However, who should be educated, who should do the
educating, and how should it be financed is an ongoing battle. The Constitution says in the 10t
Amendment “that any powers not given to the federal government or prohibited to the states are
reserved for the states or the people.” Since education is not mentioned in the Constitution, does
this leave it solely in the purview of the state or local government? Presented by Dr. Vena M. Long,
4th generation teacher on both sides of the family.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN LUNCHEON is on October 4 at 12 noon in Parish Hall. Dr. Aaron
Berkowitz will present “Portuguese Presbyterian Churches in the 19" Century”. Jeanne VanGieson
is the Kitchen Chair and Pat Hymans is the Chair of the Day. Please RSVP on the website or with
Jennie Alt by Wednesday, October 2.


http://www.wpcspi.org/

SING BY HEART CHOIR BEGINS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2
The Springfield Choral Society, in partnership with the Dale and Deborah Smith
Alzheimer’s Center at SIU Medicine and Westminster Presbyterian Church, is launching
a new program to create a supportive and joyful musical experience for individuals
with dementia and their caregiver, promoting social connection, creative expression,
and overall well-being. SING BY HEART is a new Springfield-area choral group for those
with memory loss, their care givers and singers from the Springfield Choral Society
who have been trained as specialized volunteers. lts goal is to minimize the impact of dementia
and other forms of memory loss. Recent scientific research shows the portions of the brain linked
to music are undamaged by diseases like Alzheimer’s, and singing lowers cortisol levels and promotes
senses of well-being, happiness, and trust. The SING BY HEART choir will meet on Wednesdays
beginning October 2 from 10:00-11:30 a.m. in Parish Hall and continue for eight weeks. The final
session on Wednesday, November 20 will feature a small performance at 11:00 a.m. for family,
friends, and the public. This collaboration is funded by the Westminster Mission and Worship, Music
and Arts Funds.

RUTH AND NAOMI CIRCLE will resume on Wednesday, October 2, 7:00 p.m. at the home of
Linda Purves (6 N. Cotton Hill Lane, 62712). Linda will lead the devotional by Henri Nouwen
entitled, "Bringing Solitude into Our Lives" (pp. 80-86) from the book, Devotional Classics. RSVP
directly to Linda Purves at (409-651-4701).

ANNUAL CHURCH WORLD SERVICE CROP HUNGER WALK Join the
Springfield community on World Communion Sunday, October 6 for the annual
CROP Hunger Walk at Third Presbyterian (1030 N. Seventh). Check-in starts at
1:00 p.m. and the 2-mile Walk begins at 1:30 p.m. Krista Steller is the event
coordinator, with Becky Martin organizing the Westminster walkers. We hope
you will consider joining our children and youth who will walk or sponsor them.
The Betty Smith Mission Fund is providing a matching grant. Let us join and give generously.

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS FAITH BASED OPPORTUNITY Those interested in participating are
invited to attend an Informational Meeting on Sunday, October 6 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library. No
previous experience necessary. Dr. Aaron Berkowitz has offered to lead a faith-based Dungeons and
Dragons inter-generational group.

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held Sunday, October 20 following the 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service. The purpose of the meeting is twofold. We will elect Church Officers presented by
the Nominating Committee. We will then elect the candidate nominated by the APNC to serve as
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry. She will preach the sermon and following an affirmative vote
by the congregation, will begin Sunday, December 1, 2024. As a part of the Presbyterian Polity and
to maintain confidentiality for the candidate, professional and personal information will not be
shared until Sunday, October 20. During the search, the APNC created two profiles with Church
Leadership Connection, reviewed 121 candidates, initiated contact with 40, interviewed 14 on Zoom
and welcomed three at Westminster. They believe they have found the most qualified candidate
who will bring wisdom, experience, authenticity and warmth to our congregation.

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING Each September and October WPC receives the Peace
& Global Witness Offering which enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing
systems of injustice. Our gifts are helping our neighbors in need — those who live next door, down
the street, and across the globe. 25% of the offering stays with Westminster.




VWESTMINSTER STAFF
WEEK AT WESTMINSTER The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff
Monday, September 23

8:00 AM King’s Daughters Board Meeting (Parish Hall) X?;g:;’:f;?of?g:tg?ig{ f}?eOi

Tuesday, September 24

10:30 AM  Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)
1:00 PM  Knit 2 Purl 4 (24 Floor Classroom)
3:00 PM  Compeass for Kids Dale T. Rogers
6:00 PM  Apostles Read (Library) Director of Music and the Arts

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Wednesday, September 25

Mary Ray
10:30 AM  Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study) Director for Youth
1:30 PM  Pastors Pray in the Chancel (Chancel)
3:30 PM  Depression and Bi-Polar Support Group Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
(Conference Room) Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry
4:00 PM  Bridges (Third Floor Tower Classroom)
5:00 PM Helping Hands Meal delivered Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music
Thursday, September 26 Erin Winn, Kara Milward
2:30 PM  Memory Loss Group (2" Floor Classroom) Nursery Co-coordinator
5:30 PM Dir. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2" Floor Classroom)
7:00 PM  Choir (Music Room) Emily Rowley, Keri Tate

Friday. September 27 Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter

Saturday, September 28 Parish Nurse

11:00 AM  Church Mice (2" Floor Classroom)
5:30 PM  Family Matters (3" Floor Chapel) Pat Hymans

Hospitality Coordinator

Sunday, September 29

10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary) Lisa Runkle
10:15 AM  Sunday School Kindergarten — Grade 5 Financial Administrator
(Third Floor Chapel and Tower Room)
10:15 AM  Confirmation Prep (Conference Room) Jennie Alt
11:15 AM  Confirmation Class (Conference Room) Church Administrative Assistant

11:15 AM  Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall)
Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick

Building and Property Manager
Westminster Presbyterian Church Braden Barton, James Capler,
533 S. Walnut St. Terry Gietl, Javier Velasquez

Springfield, lllinois 62704

Part-time Custodians
Phone (217) 522-4415 Fax (217) 522-4465

http://www.wpcspi.org



http://www.wpcspi.org/

