
 
 

  W E S T M I N S T E R 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
15 September 2024 + 10:00 a.m. 

   
Welcome and Announcements 

 Ministry Moment CROP Hunger Walk 

 Voluntary Gabriel’s Oboe Ennio Morricone 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell. 

  *Call to Worship  Psalm 19          
                                 Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God! 
 People: The days and nights declare the wonder of God’s work. 

 Leader: Their voices go through all the earth and their words reach 
the ends of the world. 

 People: All creation is shouting for joy. 
 Leader: Come, let us gather and give thanks with each breath.  

 *Processional Hymn 297 In Christ Called to Baptize                                  St. Denio 

 *Prayer of Confession You have called us, O God, and we have refused to listen. 
You have stretched out your hand, and we have not taken 
it. We have taken what you have given us and used those 
gifts to hurt others. Forgive our mistakes and give us the 
grace to understand your place in our lives and to 
embrace the unconventional wisdom that there are times 
we are called to enter into the suffering of others and this 
world. Hear now our silent prayers of confession. 



 *Sung Response Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover 

 *Declaration of Pardon 
 and Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be  
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 Sacrament of Baptism  Waterlife 
  I was there to hear your borning cry,  
  I’ll be there when you are old.  
  I rejoiced the day you were baptized  
  to see your life unfold. 
  When you hear the wonder of the Word,  
  I’ll be there to cheer you on.  
  You were raised to praise the living Lord  
  to whom you now belong.  
  I was there to hear your borning cry,  
  I’ll be there when you are old. 
  I rejoiced the day you were baptized 
  to see your life unfold. 

Following the response students in Kindergarten– Grade 5 will 
go to their Sunday school class.   

 First Scripture Reading Proverbs 1:20-23, 28-33 Pew Bible, OT page 584-585 

 Second Scripture Reading Mark 8:27-38 Pew Bible, NT page 43-44 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 



 Sermon Unconventional Wisdom Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
The text: Do you gain anything if you win the world but lose your 
whole life?  Mark 8:36 

 Anthem Cantate Domino James Chepponis 
  Sing to the Lord a new song. 

             *Affirmation of Faith  Apostles’ Creed 
  I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
  Maker of heaven and earth,  

  And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;  
  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  
  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 The Church at Prayer 
 Choir: Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place, 
  I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace. 
  I can hear the brush of angels’ wings 
  I see glory on each face;   
  Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with your spirit. 
 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Prayers of the People 
 and The Lord’s Prayer 

 The Presentation  At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass 
 of our Gifts the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.  



 Offertory Softly and Tenderly                                         Raymond Brown  
The text for the anthem is found at 418 in the hymnal. 

 *Offertory Response Doxology   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  *Prayer of Dedication Wise and loving God, give us your grace and vision that 
we may offer ourselves, our works, and our voices in 
service to you. Accept these offerings given in faith and 
dedicated in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 *Hymn 450 Be Thou My Vision Slane 

 *Charge and Benediction 

                     Closing Response The Lord Bless You Anonymous 
   The Lord bless you, the Lord keep you, may God’s love always 

                                   surround you; protect you and guide you in all that you do; 
                                   Our prayer for you: Amen  

    *Voluntary Tuba Tune in D C. S. Lang 

 (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

 

 



SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Sunday Liturgist:  Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle 

• Worship Leader:  James Maeda 

• Acolytes:  Harper and Reese Huston 

• Greeters:  Nancy and Rich Canady 

• Music:  The Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, Organist 

• Ushers: Greg Boutelle (Head Usher), Mervice Alah Abung, Deb Fritsch, Greg Humphrey, 
Melanie Humphrey, Julie McDonough, John McNutt, Jim Parker 

• Safety Team: Brad Steller 

• Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Krista Steller 

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 
• 9:15 a.m. Refugee Subcommittee (Library) 

• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story: “We 
Can Help People Who are Hurting.” (The Burning Bush) Caregivers: Kara Milward, Maria 
Lafrenz 

• 10:15 – 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children will begin in worship with their families & go 
to Sunday school following the Congregational Response. 

• Kindergarten – Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “Jesus Asks a Question” 
(Mark 8:27-38). Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Lindsay Boutelle 

• Grade 3 – Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “Following Jesus” 
(Mark 8:27-38). Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Julie Robbs 

• 11:15 a.m. – 12 noon  
• Grade 8 Confirmation (Conference Room) Lesson One: “Christian History” from 

Church History, Polity and Beliefs of the PC(USA). Led by Mary Ray 
• Adult Education Forum (Parish Hall) presents “Faith, Art, Advocacy Part 1: Refugee 

Ministry.” In 1849, we welcomed Presbyterian refugees from Madeira, Portugal who 
made Springfield their home. Today’s session will review how the people of Madeira 
came to Springfield and include a PowerPoint presentation of Dr. Kieffer’s recent 
study week in Portugal and her visit to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Funchal, 
Maderia.  Led by Sue Cull and Dr. Kieffer    

WI-FI HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM is available in our Sanctuary.  A basket is located at each 
Sanctuary entrance with instructions to install the app for those with Bluetooth enabled hearing 
aids, lanyards, and hearing amplifier packets for those with regular hearing aids, earing amplifier 
packets and disposable earbuds for those without hearing aids.  Please return the lanyards and 

hearing amplifier packets at the end of worship.  For assistance, ask an usher. 

The Library Committee has prepared a cart in the West Narthex including books from our Adult 
and Children’s libraries which are available for checkout. Please plan to stop by to peruse the 

books and resources. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the 
pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org.  Please complete the Ministry of Friendship 
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to Dr. Kieffer.   

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM is celebrated today as Kathryn Black presents her daughters Lucy Baker 
Black and Elizabeth Birdie Black.  The assisting elder is Dr. Peter Kieffer and representing our youth 
and children are Brooke and Juliet Boutelle. 

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held next Sunday, September 22 following the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service for the purpose of approving the sale of 518 S. Glenwood. 

ADULT EDUCATION FORUM:   FAITH, ART AND ADVOCACY PART 1: REFUGEE MINISTRY 
Sunday, September 15 and 22 Join us at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall to learn about Westminster’s 
Refugee ministry which began in 1849 when we welcomed Presbyterian refugees from Madeira, 
Portugal who made Springfield their home.  Today’s session will review how the people of Madeira 
came to Springfield presented by Sue Cull and include a PowerPoint presentation of Dr. Kieffer’s 
recent study week in Portugal and her visit to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Funchal, Maderia.     
Next Sunday, Dr. Aaron Berkowitz will continue the story of the Portuguese Presbyterians in 
Springfield, the churches they founded and the lives they lived.  

JUNIOR HIGH CONFIRMATION begins today.  Grades Six and Seven meet 10:15 – 11: 00 a.m. 
during worship (except Communion Sundays) in the Conference Room.  They will study the New 
Testament during these preparatory years and utilize “Echo, The Story” curriculum.  Grade Eight 
meets 11:15 – 12 noon in the Conference Room following worship in the Conference Room. The 
curriculum, written by Dr. Peter Kieffer, will explore Church History, Presbyterian Polity and Beliefs. 

DR. KIEFFER’S BIBLE STUDY will resume this Thursday, September 19, 5:30 – 6:45 p.m. in the 
Second Floor Classroom. We will begin with Chapter One “God’s People Weep” from the Disciple 
Study the Prophets and the Letters of Paul in “Remember Who You Are.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WOMEN OF WESTMINSTER ARE INVITED TO 
THE NINETH ANNUAL WESTMINSTER WOMEN’S SALAD SUPPER 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17  
6:00 - 8:00 P.M. IN PARISH HALL 

PROGRAM:  
THE DORCUS, ABIAH, AND ERASTUS ROAD TRIP 

PRESENTED BY 
WESTMINSTER ARCHIVISTS – SUE CULL & CAROL BLOEMER 

Enjoy an evening with your Westminster sisters and bring your favorite salad.  

Sign up on  9/15 in the West Narthex 
  or  RSVP to Jennie Alt 217-522-4415 or jalt@wpcspi.org. 

http://www.wpcspi.org/


CHURCH MICE (infants through age 4) will meet on Saturday mornings beginning Saturday, 
September 21 at 11:00 a.m.  in the 2nd Floor Classroom. Follow the pathway of cheese for a delightful 
musical adventure. Open to members and friends. Mr. Rogers leads Church Mice.   

2025 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN INTRODUCED NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22  
Faithful, Hopeful, Loving is the 2025 Stewardship theme based 
on I Corinthians 13:13. People of faith are hopeful because God’s 
steadfast and reliable love sustains us through the vicissitudes life 
presents. Our stewardship—what we do with what has been 
given to us—comes from hope. Let us give generously. 
Serving on the 2025 Stewardship Committee:  Marc Anderson, 
Ellen Carpenter, Dr. Tanya DeSanto, Tara Fritsch, Harold Hale, Jay 
Kennerly, Julie Robbs, and Jim Dolan, Chair.   
Stewardship Dedication will be Sunday, October 27. The Stewardship letter will be mailed the week 
of September 23 following the Session’s approval of the 2025 budget. 

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP meets Tuesday, September 24 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. in 
the Ziegler Library to discuss Water Keeper (A Murphy Shepherd Novel) by Charles Martin.  New 
members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz. 

MILESTONE MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITION Sunday, September 29 On Sunday, September 29 we 
will honor members who joined Westminster Presbyterian Church in 1974, 1969, 1964, 1959, 1954 
during worship. We are grateful for all the ways these members have enriched the life of our 
congregation over the years. The congregation is invited to a reception in the West Narthex wing 
worship to express our congratulations and appreciation. 

ANNUAL CHURCH WORLD SERVICE CROP HUNGER WALK  
Join the Springfield community on World Communion Sunday, 
October 6 as we address hunger in our world and community 
through the annual Church World Service CROP Hunger Walk at 
Third Presbyterian (1030 N. Seventh).  Check-in starts at 1:00 p.m. 
and the 2-mile Walk begins at 1:30 p.m. CROP Hunger Walk is a 
nation-wide event sponsored by Church World Service Krista Steller 
is an event coordinator, with Becky Martin organizing the 
Westminster walkers. We hope you will consider joining our children and youth who will walk or 
sponsor them.  The Betty Smith Mission Fund is providing a matching grant. Let us join and give 
generously.  

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS FAITH BASED OPPORTUNITY Dr. Aaron Berkowitz has offered to 
lead a faith-based Dungeons and Dragons inter-generational group. No previous experience 
necessary. Those interested in participating are invited to attend an Informational Meeting on 
Sunday, October 13 at 9:30 a.m. in the Library. 

A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held on Sunday, October 20 following the 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service for the purpose of electing the candidate nominated by the APNC to serve as 
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry.  We will also elect Church Officers in the Class of 2027 during 
this meeting. 

 



WEEK AT WESTMINSTER   
 
Monday, September 16 
 8:00 AM KDO Leadership Training (Parish Hall) 

Tuesday, September 17 
 9:30 AM Lydia Circle (Library) 
 1:00 PM Knit 2 Purl 4  (2nd Floor Classroom) 
   3:00 PM  Compass for Kids 
   5:00 PM  Family Ministry Committee (Pastor’s Study) 
 6:00 PM Women’s Salad Supper (Parish Hall) 

Wednesday, September 18 
 10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study) 
 1:30 PM Pastors Pray in the Chancel (Chancel) 
 3:30 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support Group 
  (Conference Room)  
 4:00 PM Bridges (Third Floor Tower Classroom) 
 5:30 PM Session (Parish Hall) 

Thursday, September 19 
 1:00 PM Library Guild (Children’s Library) 
 2:30 PM Memory Loss Group (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 5:30 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 7:00 PM Choir (Music Room) 

Friday, September 20 
 5:30 PM DMA Potluck (Parish Hall) 
 6:15 PM DMA Program (Parish Hall) 

Saturday, September 21 
 11:00 AM Church Mice (2nd Floor Classroom) 

Sunday, September 22 
 9:00 AM Stewardship Mailing Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Sunday School Kindergarten – Grade 5 
   (Third Floor Chapel and Tower Room) 
 10:15 AM Confirmation Prep (Conference Room) 
  11:00 AM Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary) 
 11:15 AM Confirmation Class (Conference Room) 
  11:15 AM Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall) 
 
 
  
Westminster Presbyterian Church  
533 S. Walnut St.    
Springfield, Illinois 62704  
Phone (217) 522-4415   Fax (217) 522-4465 
http://www.wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Christian K. Choi 
Associate Pastor for Parish Life 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 
Director for Youth 

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Katie Moore 
Director for Children’s Music 

Erin Winn, Kara Milward 
Nursery Co-coordinator 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 
Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

Braden Barton, James Capler,  
Terry Gietl, Javier Velasquez 
Part-time Custodians  

http://www.wpcspi.org/

