HOMECOMING SUNDAY
COMMUNION SERVICE

September 8, 2024

“...his father saw him and was filled with compassion...” Luke 15:20b






SERVICE OF WORSHIP

Welcome and Announcements
Voluntary
*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship
Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:
*Processional Hymn 301

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

The Prodigal Son James Biery

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.

Worship the Lord with gladness, all creatures.

Come into God’s presence with singing.

Return to the Lord, your God.

For God is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

God’s faithfulness endures to all generations,

welcoming us home with a loving embrace.

Let us build a house that welcomes all and worship God.

Let Us Build a House Two Oak

God of mercy, your hopes for us are greater than our own,
yet our failures do not surprise you. Forgive us, we pray,
even for the sin we cannot see or find too painful to confess.
God of love, accept us as we are, so that we may accept
ourselves. Teach us to affirm what is good in our lives, and
to put behind us what is unworthy, that by your grace we
may live in confidence and joy, in the manner of Jesus our
Christ. Hear now our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. Amen



*Response of Praise
Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Meditation

Solo

Gloria Patri Hymnal, Back Cover
Educational Leadership Commissioning

God welcomes all, strangers and friends
God’s love is strong, and it never ends.

Children in grades K-Grade 5 will go to their Sunday school
classes following the Congregational Response.

Genesis 32:22-33:11 Pew Bible, OT page 30

Luke 15:11-32 Pew Bible, NT page 78-79

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Coming Home The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: “his father saw him and was filled with compassion...”
Luke 15:20b

The Dutchman Michael Peter Smith

The Dutchman’s not the kind of man to keep his thumb jammed in
the dam That holds his dreams in but that’s a secret only Margaret
knows. When Amsterdam is golden in the morning Margaret brings
him breakfast. She believes him. He thinks the tulips bloom beneath
the snow. He’s mad as he can be, but Margaret only sees that
sometimes. Sometimes she sees her unborn children in his eyes

Chorus: Let us go to the banks of the ocean where the walls rise
above the Zuider Zee. Long ago | used to be a young man and dear
Margaret remembers that for me.

The Dutchman still wears wooden shoes his cap and coat are
patched the with love that Margaret sewed there. Sometimes he
thinks he’s still in Rotterdam. He watches the tugboats down canals
and calls out to them when he thinks he knows the captain,

‘til Margaret comes to take him home again through unforgiving
streets that trip him. Though she holds his arm, sometimes he thinks
that he’s alone and he calls her name. Chorus

The windmills whirl the winter round, she winds his muffler tighter.
They sit in the kitchen. Some tea with whiskey keeps away the dew.
He sees her for a moment, calls her name, she makes the bed up
singing some old love song, a song Margaret learned when it was
very new. He hums a line or two. they hum together in the dark.
The Dutchman falls asleep, and Margaret blows the candle out.
Chorus



The Presentation of Our Gifts At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders at the end of each pew.

Offertory  Jubilate Deo Charles Villiers Stanford

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: serve the Lord with

gladness, and come before his presence with a song.

be ye sure that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made

us and not we ourselves. We are his people and the sheep of

his pasture. O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving,

and into his courts with praise. Psalm 100

*Offertory Response  Doxology Hymnal, 606

Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord's Table

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Pastor:  The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and
praise, Creator God. ...Therefore, we lift our voices with
choirs of angels and with all the faithful of every time and
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:

The people sing:
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Leader:

People:
Leader:

The Lord’s Prayer
Words of Institution
Music at Communion

Distribution of Elements

*Prayer after Communion

*Hymn 22
*Charge and Benediction
Closing Response

*Voluntary

You are holy, O God of majesty...Accept this, our sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of
ourselves, that our lives may proclaim the One crucified and
risen. Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon
these your gifts of bread and wine.... Hear now the prayer
Christ taught us to pray, saying

Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling Will Thompson

The elements are served without interruption. Partake of the bread
as you receive it and hold the cup until all have been served so that
we may symbolize our unity in Christ. Gluten-free bread is available
in the center of the plate.

God of the Ages, God near at hand, God of the loving
heart, we go forth from your table with gratitude and
joy. Thank you for being a God who delights in your
children and who welcomes us home with compassion
and a soft, tender, strong embrace. Amen.

God of the Sparrow Roeder
Forth In Thy Name Orlando Gibbons
Postlude in F L.H. Southland

(*) The congregation is invited to stand.



SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

Chancel Flowers are given in loving memory of Gerry Hale by her family.

Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle = Worship Leader: Juliana Eastvold

Acolytes: Taryn Barnett and Charlie Graham  Greeters: Mary Maddox and Joyce Matthews
Bible and Cross Carriers: Sam Batterman, James Maeda Safety Team: Alan Schuermann
Ushers: George Botanga (Head Usher), Mervice Alah Abung, Julie Barton, Deb Fritsch, Sabrina
Holmes, Greg Humphrey, Melanie Humphrey, John McNutt

Today’s Communion Bread is wheat honey cinnamon bread and was baked by Mary Leffler.

Communion Prep: Bill Deemer, Priscilla & Tim Kluge, Elisabeth and Mark Luttrell, Leigh
Milward, Mary Ray, Krista Steller

Elders Serving Communion: Judy Knox (Team Leader), John Cross, Tara Fritsch, Rachael
Hickman, Gregg Humphrey, Dave Leonatti, Pat McNutt, Mary Ray, Julie Robbs, Greg Swanson,
Eleanor VanDeventer, Brinton Wilkey

Music: Westminster Choir, Lyle VanDeventer, Bass, Linda Andrews, Guest Organist

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY

9:30 a.m. Confirmation Parent and Youth Meeting (Sanctuary) Gather to meet one another,
the Confirmation Teaching Teams, and to review the 2024-2025 schedule and expectations.
Led by Dr. Kieffer and Mary Ray

9:45 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, 2 & 3 year olds (Nursery) gather for play and Bible
Story. This week: “God Asks Us to Help” (The Burning Bush) Caregivers: Kara Milward, Maria
Lafrenz

10:15 — 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children will begin in worship with their families & go to
Sunday school following the Congregational Response.

o Kindergarten — Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “Love for Everyone” (Mark 7:24-
37). Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Chelsea Ekstedt

e Grade 3 — Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “Jesus Hears Us All” (Mark
7:34-37). Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Sophia Chor
11:15 a.m. — 12 noon
e Homecoming Sunday Reception (Parish Hall) As we begin the year together, a brunch

reception in Parish Hall will follow worship, ministry displays, children’s activities and a slide
presentation looking back on the 2023-2024 program year.

e Parish Nurse Ellen Carpenter (Church Office) is available for blood pressure checks and
consultation.

5:00 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. Senior High Youth Group Fellowship and Dinner (Parish Hall) Dinner:
Mary Ray and Bill Deemer. Ministry Partners: Cathy Brower, Susan Day, Kyle Duffy, Mary Ray



EDUCATION LEADERSHIP COMMISSIONING

We are grateful for the following members who have agreed to serve as ministry partners on the
education leadership team for 2024-2025.

NURSERY AND PRE-KINDERGARTEN (BIRTH — AGE 4)

Curriculum: Frolic Sunday School is a play-based curriculum that helps young children experience
Bible stories and faith-based storybooks in meaningful, memorable ways. Nursery Coordinators:
Kara Milward, Erin Winn, Nursery worker: Maria Lafrenz Nursery Guild: Linda Caupert, DeeDee
Duffy, Abigail Eldridge, Sara Eldridge, Sally Godbey, Meg Kontio Priscilla Kluge, Judy Knox, Meg
Kontio, Val Leonatti, Lynn McMenamin, Macklin Metzger, Leigh Milward, Christy Pound, Sue Scaife,
and Julie Sundquist.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (KINDERGARTEN- GRADE 5)

Curriculum: Feasting on the Word - This curriculum follows the Revised Common Lectionary and
invites learners into the rhythm of the church year. Kindergarten through Grade 2 meet in the Third
Floor Chapel. Grades 3-5 meet in the Tower Classroom. Co-Directors for Children’s Ministries:
Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz, Lindsay Boutelle, Cathy Brower, Sophia Choi, Marc DeJong, Juliana
Eastvold, Chelsea and Adam Ekstedt, Sara Eldridge, Laura and Eric O’Reilly, Katrina Opperman,
Linda Purves, Julie Robbs, and Karen Sherrick

BRIDGES MID-WEEK FELLOWSHIP (GRADES 3-5)Join us as we bridge relationships and grow in
our faith around the theme: Faith, Art, and Advocacy Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz and Pat Roller
CONFIRMATION PREP (GRADES 6-7)

Curriculum: We will study the New Testament utilizing “Echo, The Story” curriculum. Teachers:
Tara Barnett, Meridith Bryans, Marc DeJong, Joe Fierstos, Mary Ray

CONFIRMATION (GRADES 8)

The curriculum, written by Dr. Peter Kieffer, will explore Church History, Presbyterian Polity and
Beliefs. Teachers: Dr. Aaron Berkowitz, Dr. Peter and the Rev. Dr. Blythe Kieffer, Mary Ray
SENIOR HIGH (GRADES 9-12)

Curriculum: High School youth gather twice monthly for fellowship/games and dinner followed by
Bible Study. Mentors: Cathy Brower, Susan Day, Kyle Duffy, Mary Ray

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM (KINDERGARTEN — GRADE 12)

This inter-faith fellowship meets quarterly to build understanding and friendships Theme:
“Celebrate” Team: Dr. Kieffer, Dale Rogers, Mary Ray, Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz, Georgina
Hudspeth, Pat McNutt, Karen Sherrick

LIBRARY GUILD The Rev. Dr. Edward Ziegler Library and Elaine Ryder Children’s Library provide a
variety of resources. Guild members: Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz, Mary Peura, Kate Wilson
ADULT EDUCATION FORUM

A list of the 2024-2025 schedule can be found at the Adult Ed table in Parish Hall. Teachers:

Dr. Aaron Berkowitz, Carol Bloemer, Dr. Jonathon Carlson-Eastvold, Dr. Katie Carlson-Eastvold,
Sue Cull, Dr. Roland Folse, Dr. Blythe Kieffer, Dr. Peter Kieffer, Dr. Vena Long, Rev. Bobby
Musengwa, Dr. Debbie Parker, Dale Rogers, Dr. Roy Wehrle

Family Ministry Committee: Pat McNutt, Chair, Meridith Bryans, Jim Bryans, Kyle Duffy, Tara
Fritsch, Karen Sherrick, Brad Steller, Staff: Dr. Kieffer, Mary Ray, Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Adult Education Committee: Jay Kennerly, Chair, Dr. Aaron Berkowitz, Dr. Katie Carlson-Eastvold,
Dr. Judy Knox, Dr. Vena Long, Staff: Dr. Kieffer



ANNOUNCEMENTS

WE WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in
the pew pockets and on our website at www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining Westminster, please speak to
one of the pastors. Our next New Member Classes will be Sundays, October 6 and 13.

2024-2025 WELCOME BROCHURES are in the pew pockets this morning. The
Welcome Brochure includes inserts offering introductory information about the history
and architecture of WPC and outlining the church’s ministries and activities in Children
and Youth, Adult Education, Worship and Music, Mission and Community Service and
Congregational Life. It features photos of the Life of Christ stained-glass window located
above the choir loft and contains a welcome from Dr. Kieffer. Look for the updated
brochures on Homecoming Sunday in the pew pockets or at the Welcome Table.

GOOD NEWS FROM APNC - The committee, chaired by Krista Steller, is pleased to report that the
applicant we welcomed to Springfield August 22 - 24 has accepted our invitation to candidate for
the position of Associate Pastor for Family Ministry on Sunday, October 20. She will preach the
sermon and following an affirmative vote by the congregation at a called meeting, she will begin
Sunday, December 1, 2024. As a part of the Presbyterian Polity and in order to maintain
confidentiality as she begins the transition from the congregation she is currently serving to
Westminster, professional and personal information will not be shared until October 20.

APNC Committee: Krista Steller, Chair, Dr. Craig Batterman, Meleah Berkowitz, Emily Brower

(through summer of 2023) Meridith Bryans, Kristianna Eastvold (since summer of 2023), Adam
Ekstedt, Tom Owen

H.E.A.L. FUND provides “helpful emergency assistance for living” to members of the Springfield
community through Contact Ministries and within our church family as needed.

b 11 7 PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
? Sowing the Seeds of peace. Zachariah 8:12.
Each September and October WPC receives the Peace & Global Witness Offering which
s it enables the church to promote the peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice.
SE Our gifts are helping our neighbors in need — those who live next door, down the
L= street, and across the globe. 25% of the offering stays with Westminster

ELIZABETH CIRCLE resumes on Monday, September 9 at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom.
The circle will study Lesson 1 “Environmental Justice” from the PW Horizons Bible Study Let Justice
Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Creation by the Rev. Dr. Patricia K. Tull. Call
Eleanor VanDeventer (217-341-4032).

BRIDGES MID-WEEK FELLOWSHIP Children in Grades 3-5 are invited to Bridges on Wednesdays
beginning September 11, from 4:00 — 5:00 p.m. This fellowship bridges friendships among our
children and across generations. It also includes mission projects and interfaith gatherings. This year’s
theme is “Faith, Art, and Advocacy.” Leaders: Meleah Berkowitz and Pat Roller

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST resumes Thursday, September 12 at 8:00 a.m. in Parish Hall.
Lynne Slightom, Development Director for Solar Cookers International, will show us how solar
cooking works and its positive global impact on low-income families and the environment. Jim
Dolan will provide breakfast and devotions. Please RSVP on our website or contact the church office.
All ages of friends and church goers are welcome to join us.



http://www.wpcspi.org/

JUNIOR HIGH CONFIRMATION begins next Sunday, September 15 Grades Six and Seven meet from
10:15 - 11: 00 a.m. during worship in the Conference Room and will study the New Testament during
these preparatory years and utilize “Echo, The Story” curriculum. Grades Eight meets Sunday
mornings from 11:15 — 12 noon in the Conference Room following worship. The curriculum, written
by Dr. Peter Kieffer, will explore Church History, Presbyterian Polity and Beliefs.

ADULT EDUCATION FORUM: FAITH, ART AND ADVOCACY PART 1: REFUGEE MINISTRY
Join us Sundays, September 15 and 22 at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall to learn about Westminster’s
Refugee ministry which began in 1849 when we welcomed Presbyterian refugees from Madeira,
Portugal who made Springfield their home. Presented by Rev. Dr. Kieffer, Archivists Carol Bloemer,
Sue Cull, and Dr. Berkowitz.

LYDIA CIRCLE resumes on Tuesday, September 17 at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Carolyn Beatty (244
Maple Grove, 62712) and will study Lesson 1 “Environmental Justice” from the PW Horizons Bible
Study Let Justice Roll Down: God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Creation by the Rev. Dr.
Patricia K. Tull. Call Nancy Canady (217-899-9890).

THE NINTH ANNUAL WESTMINSTER WOMEN’S SALAD SUPPER
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
6:00 - 8:00 P.M. IN PARISH HALL
PROGRAM:
THE DORCUS, ABIAH, AND ERASTUS ROAD TRIP
PRESENTED BY
WESTMINSTER ARCHIVISTS — SUE CULL & CAROL BLOEMER

Enjoy an evening with your Westminster sisters and bring your favorite salad.

Sign up on 9/8 Homecoming Sunday and 9/15 in the West Narthex
or RSVP to Jennie Alt 217-522-4415 or jalt@wpcspi.org.

DR. KIEFFER’S BIBLE STUDY will resume Thursday, September 19, 5:30 — 6:45 p.m. in the Second
Floor Classroom. This year’s study is Disciple’s overview of The Prophets and Letters of Paul titled
“Remember Who You Are.” Members and friends are welcome to sigh up on Homecoming Sunday.

DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE) will meet Friday, September 20 at 5:30 p.m. for a potluck and
program at 6:15 p.m. Carolyn Moore will provide a program talking about the Amazing Life and
Accomplishments of Marjorie Merriweather Post. Her family were the founders of the Post Cereal
Company. RSVP using the weekly email link, on the website, or by contacting the church office.

CHURCH MICE (infants through age 4) will meet Saturday mornings beginning Saturday, September
21, at 11:00 a.m. Follow the pathway of cheese for a delightful musical adventure. Open to members
and friends. Mr. Rogers leads Church Mice.



STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY — On Sunday, September 22, we will

introduce the 2025 Stewardship theme: FAITHFUL, HOPEFUL, l—‘H/]'FM[
LOVING which is based on | Corinthians 13:13. The Stewardship mo

letter will be mailed the week of September 23 following the

Session’s approval of the 2025 budget. Stewardship Dedication will l V] @ ,
be Sunday, October 27.

Serving on the 2025 Stewardship Committee: Marc Anderson, Ellen Carpenter, Dr. Tanya DeSanto,
Tara Fritsch, Harold Hale, Jay Kennerly, Julie Robbs, and Jim Dolan, Chair.

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in the
Ziegler Library to discuss Water Keeper (A Murphy Shepherd Novel) by Charles Martin. New
members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

MILESTONE MEMBERSHIP RECOGNITION - On Sunday, September 29 we will honor members
who joined Westminster Presbyterian Church in 1972 1974, 1969, 1964, 1959, and 1954 during
worship. We are grateful for all the ways these members have enriched the life of our congregation
over the years. The congregation is invited to a reception in the West Narthex following worship to
express our congratulations and appreciation.

CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM GATHERS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 2 GiichIhe
Children and Youth (Kindergarten through High School) are invited to the first
gathering of Children of Abraham on Wednesday, October 2, 4:30-6:00 p.m. at the NEQEIS%
Islamic Society of Greater Springfield (3000 Stanton Street). This year’s theme is IS TEACH
“Celebrate.”

Z6

THE ADULTS

@& ANNUAL CHURCH WORLD SERVICE CROP HUNGER WALK is World
.2 Communion Sunday, October 6. Join the Springfield community addressing
hunger in our world and community. The Walk begins at Third Presbyterian
(1030 N. Seventh) with check-in beginning at 1:00 and walk at 1:30 p.m.
Krista Steller is an event coordinator, with Becky Martin organizing the
Westminster walkers.

DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS FAITH-BASED OPPORTUNITY Dr. Aaron Berkowitz has offered to
lead a faith-based Dungeons and Dragons inter-generational group. No previous experience
necessary. If you are interested in participating, Contact Aaron at berkowitz@wpcspi.org.

NEW MEMBER CLASS Friends and visitors are invited to a New Member Class @ ©
on Sundays, October 6 and 13, 9:00 — 9:45 a.m. in the Pastor’s Study. Anyone [FEXITIILIT]
who has been visiting and would like to learn more about the church, its mission, B Ml]mbershm
and becoming a member is invited. New members will be received at the 10:00 g

a.m. service on October 20 following a Special Session meeting at 9:30 a.m. :l CLASS: -



mailto:berkowitz@wpcspi.org

THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, September 9
9:00 AM  Garden Club (Parish Hall)
1:00 PM  Elizabeth Circle (2" Floor Classroom)

Tuesday, September 10

10:30 AM  Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)

12:00 PM  Knitter’s Lunch (2" Floor Classroom)
1:00 PM  Knit 2 Purl 4 (2 Floor Classroom)
3:00 PM  Compass for Kids
4:00 PM  Nominating Committee (Pastor’s Study)

Wednesday, September 11

10:30 AM  Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)
1:30 PM  Pastors Pray in the Chancel (Chancel)
3:30 PM  Depression and Bi-Polar Support

(Conference Room)

4:00 PM  Bridges (Tower Classroom)
4:45 PM  Fiscal Committee (Pastor’s Study)
5:15 PM  Session Coordinating (Pastor’s Study)
6-00 PM  Board of Deacons (2™ Floor Classroom)

Thursday, September 12
8:00 AM  Men’s Breakfast (Parish Hall)
7:00 PM  Choir (Music Room)

Friday, September 13
1:00 PM  Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep (Kitchen)

Saturday, September 14
1:30 PM  Choir Retreat at Indian Point Presbyterian

Sunday, September 15
10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10:15 AM  Sunday School K to Gr 5 (Chapel)
10:15 AM  Confirmation Prep Grade 6-7
(Conference Room)
11:15 AM Confirmation Grade 8 (Conference Room)
11:15 AM Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall))

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut Street

Springfield, IL 62704

Phone (217) 522-4415 Fax (217) 522-4465
WWW.WpCspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Christian K. Choi
Associate Pastor for Parish Life

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Kara Milward, Erin Winn
Nursery Coordinators

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Velasquez
Part-time Custodians




