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Welcome and Announcements

Ministry Moment

Voluntary

*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:
*Processional Hymn 12

*Prayer of Confession

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

25 August 2024 + 10:00 a.m.

Compass for Kids Sarah Oglesby
Toccata Georg Muffat

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Adapted from Psalm 84

How lovely is God’s dwelling place.

Our spirits long for the courts of the Lord.

Our hearts sing for joy to the Living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest
for herself where she may lay her young in God’s house,
Happy are those who strength is in God,

who go from strength to strength.

Come, let us worship with reverence and joy! Amen.

Immortal, Invisible God only Wise St. Denio

Holy and uncontainable God, for trying to contain you,
forgive us. Loving and limitless God, for trying to limit
you, forgive us. Gracious and boundless God, for trying to
bind you, forgive us. Sometimes we are foolish enough to
believe that it is to our advantage to reduce you to
something we can comprehend. Hear now our silent
prayers of confession.



*Sung Response

*Declaration of Pardon
and Passing of the Peace

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

*Response of Praise

Blessing of the Backpacks

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Leader:
People:

Sermon

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end, Amen, Amen.

Children and youth are invited to come forward for a
blessing as a new school year begins.

Listen, Listen, God is Calling Neno Lake Mungu

Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.

Students in Kindergarten - Grade 5 will go to their Summer Sunday
school class following the Congregational Response.

| Kings 8:22-30, 41-42 Pew Bible, OT p 312-313
John 6:56-69 Pew Bible, NT pages 98-99
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Strength to Strength Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: “Happy are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion... They go from strength to
strength.” Psalm 84:5,7a



Solo

*Affirmation of Faith

The Church at Prayer
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Prayers of the People
and The Lord’s Prayer

The Presentation
of our Gifts

In the Darkness and the Light Scott Munro

In the passages of silence: If | listen carefully;

I will almost hear your footsteps, Falling softly next to me.

In the brilliance of the sunrise... In the darkness of the night...
I will always find You near me;

In the darkness and the light.

In a place ‘twixt earth and heaven, | will hear You call my name;
Like a watchful loving sentry, In a heart yet so untamed.

When | stumble in the hollows; When | ramble on the heights;

I will have You near to guide me

Through the darkness and the light.

Ever always where You lead me; Into peace or into pain:
Let my days be given freely; Not for me, but for Your gain.
I’m just a pilgrim on a journey; My home is far from sight:
But, | know You'll always see me

Through the darkness and the light

Psalm 84:1-5,7a
How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for
herself, where she may lay her young, at your altars,
O LORD of hosts, my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your
praise. Happy are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion. They go from
strength to strength. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Let us pray.

At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.



Offertory  For the Love of a Stranger Scott Munro

You came here one evening, and everything changed:
You brought your own heavenly star.

The hay in the stable, the angels that sang;

Shepherds and kins from afar.

I've heard the old story again and again;

still it seemed hard to believe.

But out in the desert, a tender shoot springs;

All for the love of a stranger.

In the dust of the roads and the grass on the hills,
your words were so strong and so sure.

A healer, a teacher, a lamb you became.

We just didn’t know who you were.

The thorns in the crown and the nails to the wood;
did you really do that for me?

A man who knew sorrow; acquainted with pain.
All for the love of a stranger.

We met there one morning beneath the spring trees;
| felt you take hold of my heart.

| knew from that moment, | wasn’t the same;

| knew that we never would part.

I've walked in high places, the valleys I've seen;

I’'ve stood in your silence at times.

Your arm is revealed, and a heart has believed.

All for the love of a stranger.

*Offertory Response  Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below

Praise God above, ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication  Living God, we are grateful that the highest heaven cannot
contain you, yet you dwell in our midst and within our
hearts. Accept these gifts which we offer in gratitude and
humility. Endow them with your power, that they may
express your steadfast love and impart your sustaining
strength to those we serve in Christ’s name. Amen.

*Hymn 402  How Lovely, Lord Merle’s Tune
*Charge and Benediction

*Voluntary  Paean Michael Higgins
(*) The congregation is invited to stand.



SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

Chancel Flowers are given in loving memory of Lynne Cleverdon from her children Carol
Lynne Booth and Joe Cleverdon.

Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle

Worship Leader: Braden Barton

Acolytes: Harper and Reese Huston

Greeters: Arlene and Mike Cooney

Music: Dale Rogers, organist, Scott Munro, Vocalist and Guitarist

Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher) George Botanga, Kyle Duffy, Melanie Green, Chris
Hickman, Melanie Humphrey, Kathy Kenyon, Joyce King,

Safety Team: John Stafford

Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Krista Steller

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

9:45 a.m. — 12 noon Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story: “God
Sends People to Take Care of Us.” (Baby Moses) Caregivers: Erin Winn, Maria Lafrenz

10:15 - 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children begin in worship with their families & go to Sunday
school following the Congregational Response.

o Kindergarten — Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “Parable of the Sower.”
Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz

e Grade 3 — Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “The Resurrection of
the Body, and Life Everlasting.” Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Aaron Ekstedt

2:00 —4:00 p.m. Young Family Gathering today at the Kieffer home. Young families (parents
and children ages birth through grade five) are invited to a swim party (26 Island Bay Lane)
as we splash into a new year together. Please bring a towel
and snack to share! Friends are always welcome and
encouraged.

5:00 -7:00 p.m. Annual Youth Kick Off Swim Party (The
Batterman Home), Incoming Junior and Senior High Youth are
invited to a swim party at the Batterman Home (1620 Outer
Park Drive) as we kick off a new year together. Friends are
always welcome. Please bring a towel!

WI-FI HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM is available in our Sanctuary. A basket is located at each
Sanctuary entrance with instructions to install the app for those with Bluetooth enabled hearing

aids, lanyards, and hearing amplifier packets for those with regular hearing aids, earing amplifier
packets and disposable earbuds for those without hearing aids. Please return the lanyards and

hearing amplifier packets at the end of worship. For assistance, ask an usher.

The Library Committee has prepared a cart in the West Narthex including books from our Adult
and Children’s libraries which are available for checkout. Please plan to stop by to peruse the

books and resources.


https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjF15-72t7VAhWK7IMKHRceDJgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.weddingwire.com/weddings/6695705/wedding_new_website&psig=AFQjCNGjNDZ5aBvFdt0_emqTF8hrQC2mhg&ust=1503074348876833

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the
pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org. Please complete the Ministry of Friendship
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to Dr. Kieffer.

WE WELCOME SCOTT MUNRO today in worship who will present special music. Scott and his
wife, Dianne, worked with Dr. Kieffer as Young Life leaders in South Holland, IL. Scott is a gifted
photographer and musician and will present songs he has composed.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS Today, the children and youth of Westminster are invited to bring
their backpacks to worship for a blessing. Along with a blessing, each will receive a monogrammed
carabiner with a Bible verse for their backpack as a reminder of God’s loving presence on their
journey throughout this school year.

COMPASS FOR KIDS — Today we welcome COO of Compass, Sarah Oglesby, who will present a
ministry moment and be available following worship to answer questions and sign up volunteers
for the 2024-2025 school year in the West Narthex. The orientation for volunteers will be Tuesday,
August 27. Compass for Kids begins Tuesday, September 3 from 3:00 — 6:00 p.m. Westminster hosts
this weekly tutoring afterschool program for the Graham Elementary School site. We welcome Kieley
Hendricker as our new Site Director. Kieley previously worked as a paraprofessional at Blackhawk
Elementary School and is a mother of two.

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP meets Tuesday, August 27 from 6:00 — 7:00 p.m. in the
Ziegler Library to discuss Costly Grace: A Contemporary View of Bonhoeffer’s Cost of Discipleship
by Jon Walker. New members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.

WCP PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION AND BENCH DEDICATION is Tuesday August 27 at 6:30 p.m..
During the WCP Orientation, Westminster youth will make a brief presentation on the two benches
they donated to the preschool playground.

WESTMINSTER CHOIR resumes its regular rehearsals on Thursday, September 5 at 7:00 p.m. and
will have its annual Choir Retreat at Indian Point Presbyterian Church on Saturday, September 14
from 1:30 until 5:00 p.m. Following the retreat, the choir is invited to share dinner at the home of
Meg and Jim Kontio. If you have considered joining the choir, now is a great time.

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL begins Homecoming Sunday, September 8. Join us at the reception in
Parish Hall to select the animal for this year’s Sunday School Offerings which support Heifer
International. Envelopes will also be distributed. The following classes begin Sunday, September 8:

CHILDREN BIRTH-AGE 3 begin in the Nursery, located on the lower level. Following the
children’s sermon Preschoolers join them for a lesson from the Frolic Preschool Sunday
School curriculum, which is play-based and helps our youngest children experience Bible
stories and faith-based storybooks in meaningful ways.

KINDERGARTENERS - GRADE 5 will gather in the Third Floor Chapel following the
Children’s sermon for a lesson from the Feasting on the Word curriculum, which is a
lectionary-based. The curriculum invites learners into the rhythm of the church year.
Children grades Kindergarten through Grade 2 will meet in the Third Floor Chapel with
Meleah Berkowitz and Ministry Partners. Children grades 3-5 will meet in the Tower
Classroom with Dr. Aaron Berkowitz and Ministry Partners.



http://www.wpcspi.org/

CONFIRMATION PARENT MEETING - Parents and youth are invited to a brief
organizational meeting on Homecoming Sunday, September 8 at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
with Dr. Kieffer. The purpose of the meeting is to meet one another, the Confirmation
Teaching Teams, and to review the 2024-2025 schedule and expectations.

JUNIOR HIGH CONFIRMATION begins Sunday, September 15 Grades Six and Seven meet
from 10:15 — 11: 00 a.m. during worship (except) Communion Sundays in the Conference
Room. They will study the New Testament during these preparatory years and utilize “Echo,
The Story” curriculum. Grades Eight meets from 11:15 — 12 noon in the Conference Room
following worship in the Conference Room. The curriculum, written by Dr. Peter Kieffer, will
explore Church History, Presbyterian Polity and Beliefs.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP begins Sunday, September 8 5:00-6:30 p.m. Senior High
youth will meet two Sunday evenings each month, beginning September 10. High School
youth will gather in Parish Hall for dinner and fellowship/games, followed by Bible Study.

BRIDGES MID-WEEK FELLOWSHIP - Children in Grades 3-5 are invited to Bridges on Wednesdays
beginning September 13, from 4:00 — 5:00 p.m. beginning in the Children’s Library. This fellowship
bridges friendships among our children and across generations. It also includes service opportunities,
art projects, and interfaith gatherings.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST resumes Thursday, September 12 at 8:00 a.m. The program
will be Lynne Slightom, Development Director for Solar Cookers International, will show us how
solar cooking works and its positive global impact on low-income families and the environment.
RSVP to the church office or online.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN SALAD SUPPER will be Tuesday, September 17, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. in Parish
Hall. The program: The Dorcus, Abiah, and Erastus Road Trip will be presented by Westminster
Archivist Sue Cull & Carol Bloemer. Enjoy an evening with your sisters and bring your favorite salad.

DR. KIEFFER’S BIBLE STUDY will resume Thursday, September 19, 5:30 — 6:45 p.m. in the Second
Floor Classroom. We will study the Prophets and the Letters of Paul in “Remember Who You Are.”
Sign up on Homecoming Sunday when the curriculum will be available for purchase.

CHURCH MICE (infants through age 4) will meet on Saturday mornings beginning Saturday,
September 21 at 11:00 a.m. Follow the pathway of cheese for a delightful musical adventure. Open
to members and friends. Mr. Rogers leads Church Mice.

HOMECOMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
WORSHIP AT 10:00 A.M. BRUNCH RECEPTION AT 11:15 A.M.

Join your Westminster family for Homecoming Sunday on September 8 as we
explore a story of homecoming in Scripture: Luke 15:1-3, 11-33. Rembrandt’s
painting of “The Return of the Prodigal Son,” which can be found at the
Hermitage in St. Petersburg, Russia was created at the end of Rembrandt’s life, in
the late seventeenth century. In the painting, Rembrandt captures the nature of
God’s compassion in the hands that embrace and welcome their son home.

We will gather for worship at 10:00 a.m., share the Sacrament of Communion,
welcome the Westminster Choir and commission the Education Leadership
Team. A brunch reception in Parish Hall will follow worship and include ministry
displays, children’s activities, a PowerPoint Presentation of the 2023-2024 ]

ministry year, and the opportunity to sign up for Education, Fellowship, Music, Mission, and Service.




WEEK AT WESTMINSTER

Monday, August 26

9:30 AM  King’s Daughters’ Board Meeting
(3 Floor Classroom)

11:00 AM  Memorial Service for Lynne Cleverdon
(Sanctuary)

12:00 PM  Memorial Luncheon (Parish Hall)

Tuesday, August 27
10:30 PM Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study)

1:00 PM  Knit 2 Purl 4 ( (2" Floor Classroom)
3:00 PM  Compass Volunteer Training

(Parish Hall)
4:00 PM  Nominating Committee (Pastor’s Study)
5:00 PM CROP Walk Materials Pick Up

(West Narthex)
6:00 PM  Apostles Read Book Club (Library)
6:30 PM  WCP Orientation for Families

Wednesday, August 28

12:30 PM  Reporter Mailing (2 Floor Classroom)

1:30 PM  Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study)

4:00 PM  Depression and Bi-Polar Support Group
(Conference Room)

4:00 PM  Property Committee and Earth Care Team
(24 Floor Classroom)

5:00 PM Deliver Helping Hands Hot Meal (Kitchen)

5:30 PM Session (Parish Hall)

Thursday, August 29

Friday, August 30
10:00 AM Popsicles on the Playground (Preschool)

Saturday, August 31

Sunday, September 1
10:00 AM  Worship Service (Sanctuary)
10:15 AM  Sunday School Kindergarten — Grade 5
(Third Floor Chapel and Tower Room)

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut St.

Springfield, lllinois 62704

Phone (217) 522-4415 Fax (217) 522-4465
http://www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Christian K. Choi
Associate Pastor for Parish Life

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Erin Winn
Nursery Coordinator

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

James Capler, Javier Velasquez
Part-time Custodians
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