
 
 

W E S T M I N S T E R 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

18 August 2024 + 10:00 a.m. 

   
Welcome and Announcements 

 Voluntary Arioso Noel Rawsthorne 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell. 

 *Call to Worship  Psalm 30 
 Leader:    Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, 
  and give thanks to God’s holy name. 
 People: For God’s anger is but for a moment; 
  God’s favor is for a lifetime. 

 Leader:  Weeping may linger for the night, 
  but joy comes with the morning. 
 People: You have turned my mourning into dancing; 
  O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 
 Leader: With the rising of the sun, let us worship God. 

 * Hymn 664 Morning Has Broken Bunessan 

 *Prayer of Confession Loving God, forgive our tendency toward self-
centeredness and self-righteousness. Forgive us when we 
are quick to judge without a clear understanding of the 
context and circumstances.  We pray for mercy, because 
you are merciful, and for transformation, because you 
make all things new. Hear now our silent prayers of 
confession. 



 *Sung Response Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover 

 *Declaration of Pardon 
 and Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be  
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 

 Congregational Response Listen, Listen, God is Calling  Neno Lake Mungu 

  Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
  offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy. 

Students in Kindergarten – Grade 5 will go to their Summer Sunday 
school class following the Congregational Response. 

 First Scripture Reading Psalm 30:1-3, 8-12 Pew Bible, OT page 505  

 Second Scripture Reading John 8:1-11 Pew Bible, NT page 100-101 
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

 Sermon For the Love of Grace Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup 
Text:  Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are 
they? Has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one, sir.” And 
Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, 
and from now on do not sin again.”                          John 8:10-11 
 



 Solo Still, Still with Thee John Ness Beck 

  Still, still with Thee, when purple morning breaketh. 
                     When the bird wakens and the shadows flee; 
                     Fairer than morning, lovelier than daylight, 
                     Dawns the sweet consciousness, “I am with Thee.” 
                     When sinks the soul, subdued by toil to slumber, 
                     Its closing eyes look up to Thee in prayer; 
                     Sweet the repose beneath Thy wings o’ershadowing, 
                     But sweeter still to wake and find Thee there. 
                     So shall it be at last in that bright morning, 
                     When the soul wakens, and life’s shadows flee; 
                     O in that moment, fairer than daylight dawning, 
                     Shall rise the glorious though, “I am with Thee.” 
                     Still, still with Thee.  Text:  Harriet Beecher Stowe 

             *Affirmation of Faith                                                          A Brief Statement of Faith (Part I)  
In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 

       We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news 
to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal.  Amen.  

 The Church at Prayer 
 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with your spirit. 
 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Prayers of the People 
 and The Lord’s Prayer 



 The Presentation  At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass 
 of our Gifts the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.  

 Offertory My Soul Abounds with Pleasure               Johannes Brahms  
in This Fair Summertime                                     

 *Offertory Response Doxology   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication Holy and loving God, accept these gifts of our lives and 
labor which we dedicate in Christ’s name. May they 
reflect the joy that is ours because of the grace we have 
received from your generous hands.  May the work of 
Westminster bring joy to others. Amen 

 *Hymn 515 I Come with Joy Dove of Peace  

 *Charge and Benediction 

 *Voluntary Sortie Noel Rawsthorne 

 (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Sunday Liturgist:  Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle  
• Worship Leader: Sam Simonson 
• Children’s Sermon: Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
• Acolytes:  Charlotte Affrunti and Taryn Barnett 
• Greeters: Cathy and Emily Brower 
• Music:, Dale Rogers, organist, Brian Richardson, baritone 
• Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher) Kyle Duffy, Melanie Green, Chris Hickman, Kathy 

Kenyon, Joyce King, Erin Winn 
• Safety Team: Rich Canady, Alan Schuermann 
• Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Krista Steller, Bill Deemer 



EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 
• 9:00 – 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School Teacher/Youth Ministry Partner Orientation (Parish Hall)  

Led by Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz and Mary Ray 

• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story: 
“Share God’s Love Everywhere” (Go and Tell) Caregivers: Lynn McMenamin, Julie and 
Mike Sundquist 

• 10:15 – 11:00 a.m. Sunday School  Children begin in worship with their families & go to 
Sunday school following the Congregational Response. 

• Kindergarten – Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “Parable of the Good 
Samaritan”. Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Linda Purves 

• Grade 3 – Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “The Forgiveness of 
Sins”. Teachers: Aaron Berkowitz, Lindsay Boutelle 

• 11:15 a.m. Fair Trade (West Narthex) Equal Exchange coffee, chocolate, tea, olive oil, nuts 
and other items will be sold to support just, environmentally sound products and small 
producers. Becky Martin and Jeanne VanGieson oversee this ministry. 

• 11:15 a.m. SUMMER ADULT ED FORUM (Parish Hall) presents “How Dire is the Situation 
in the Middle East?” Presenter: Dr. Roy Wehrle  

WI-FI HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM is available in our Sanctuary.  A basket is located at each 
Sanctuary entrance with instructions to install the app for those with Bluetooth enabled hearing 
aids, lanyards, and hearing amplifier packets for those with regular hearing aids, earing amplifier 
packets and disposable earbuds for those without hearing aids.  Please return the lanyards and 

hearing amplifier packets at the end of worship.  For assistance, ask an usher. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the 
pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org.  Please complete the Ministry of Friendship 
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to Rev. Boutelle.   

DR. KIEFFER is away on study leave in Lisbon and Madeira, Portugal. 

TODAY we welcome Rev. Margaret Ann Jessup to our pulpit. Rev. Jessup is the Founder and 
Director of Wooden It Be Lovely. After a long career as a cancer and hospice nurse, Rev. Jessup 
graduated from Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis, MO in 2014 and began ministry at Douglas 
Avenue United Methodist Church. Wooden It Be Lovely is now a separate non-profit that remains 
housed at Douglas Avenue United Methodist Church. Wooden It Be Lovely provides transitional 
employment, housing, community, and love to women healing from lives of poverty, addiction, 
and abuse. Rev. Jessup was named Women of the Year in Illinois by the USA Today and recently 
was named non-profit Director of the Year by the Springfield Chamber of Commerce for developing 
this unique and inspiring program.   

SUMMER ADULT ED FORUM presents “How Dire is the Situation in the Middle East?” today at 
11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall.  Join Dr. Roy Wehrle as he outlines the strategies of Israel, US, and Iran 
and leads a discussion on the risks of war to all concerned.  

http://www.wpcspi.org/


BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS  On Sunday, August 25, the children and youth of Westminster are 
invited to bring their backpacks to the 10:00 a.m. worship service for the blessing 
of backpacks. Along with a blessing, each will receive a monogrammed carabiner 
with a Bible verse for their backpack as a reminder of God’s loving presence on 
their journey throughout this school year.    

YOUNG FAMILY GATHERING On Sunday, August 25, from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., 
young families (parents and children ages birth through grade five) are invited to a swim party at 
the Kieffer home (26 Island Bay Lane) as we splash into a new year together.  Please bring a towel 
and snack to share!  Friends are always welcome and encouraged. 

SPLASH INTO THE NEW YEAR!  On Sunday, August 25, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., incoming Junior 
and Senior High Youth are invited to a swim party at the Batterman Home (1620 Outer Park Dr.) 
as we kick off a new year.  Friends are always welcome and encouraged.  Please bring a towel! 

COMPASS FOR KIDS RECRUITING MINISTRY PARTNERS On Sunday, August 25, Compass School 
year program manager Vyvyan Wesley will present a ministry moment during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship service and be available following worship to answer questions and sign up volunteers for 
the 2024-2025 school year in the West Narthex. The orientation for volunteers will be Tuesday, 
August 27. Compass for Kids begins Tuesday, September 3 from 3:00 – 6:00 p.m. Westminster hosts 
this weekly tutoring afterschool program for the Graham Elementary School site. We welcome Kieley 
Hendricker as our new Site Director.  

APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP meets Tuesday, August 27 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the 
Ziegler Library to discuss Costly Grace: A Contemporary View of Bonhoeffer’s Cost of Discipleship 
by Jon Walker. New members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.  

WCP PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION AND BENCH DEDICATION  On Tuesday August 27 at 6:30 
p.m. parents will attend Orientation. During the WCP Orientation, Westminster youth will make a 
brief presentation on the two benches they donated to the preschool playground.  

ENDOWMENT MISSION GRANT APPLICATIONS DUE SEPTEMBER 1    The Mission and 
Community Service Committee will review grant applications for funding from Westminster’s 
Mission Endowment at its September 4 meeting.  The deadline for submission of grant proposals for 
consideration is September 1. Applications are available on our website on the Mission and Services 
page. Please contact Jeanne VanGieson, 217-341-9255 for more information. 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8   We will gather for worship at 10:00 a.m., share the 
Sacrament of Communion, welcome the Westminster Choir and commission the Education 
Leadership Team. A brunch reception in Parish Hall will follow worship and include ministry displays, 
children’s activities, a PowerPoint Presentation of the 2023-2024 ministry year, and the opportunity 
to sign up for Education, Fellowship, Music, Mission, and Service.    

BRIDGES MID-WEEK FELLOWSHIP Begins Wednesday, September 11 Children in Grades 3-5 are 
invited to Bridges on Wednesdays beginning September 11, from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. This fellowship 
bridges friendships among our children and across generations. It also includes mission projects and 
interfaith gatherings. Leaders: Meleah Berkowitz and Pat Roller 

PW SALAD SUPPER will be held Tuesday, September 17 at 6:00 p.m. in Parish Hall. Westminster 
archivists Sue Cull and Carol Bloemer will present “The Dorcas, Abiah, and Erastus Road Trip”. Mark 
Your Calendar! 



NOMINATIONS WELCOME 

THE 2024 NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now receiving nominations for the following positions 
of leadership at Westminster.   

DEACON (CLASS OF 2027) 
ELDER (CLASS OF 2027) 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE (CLASS OF 2025) 
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE (CLASS OF 2027) 

Nominations may be placed in the offering plate, emailed to the committee chair, Eleanor 
VanDeventer, at ehuitt@yahoo.com or placed in the Nominating Committee’s mailbox on the wall 
in the West Narthex by the Edwards Street doors.   Please complete it by August 18, 2024.  Nominees 
will be presented for election at a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 13, 2024.  

2024 Nominating Committee members: Eleanor VanDeventer (Chair), Michael Nenaber, Brad 
Steller, Alan Stutz, Carolyn Swanson, Julie Sundquist, and Bernie Wiseman 
 
 
Name of Nominee__________________________________ 

Recommended for (check choice)  

____Deacon          ____Elder           ____Nominating       ____Strategic Planning    

1.  Qualities that would make this person a good church officer 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Past experience/current interests and activities in the church 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Helpful information:  special skills, training, employment, community involvement, etc. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Your Name (optional) ____________________________________ 
 



WEEK AT WESTMINSTER   
 
Monday, August 19 
 12:00 PM Refugee Subcommittee Meeting 
  (2nd Floor Classroom) 

Tuesday, August 20 
 1:00 PM Knit 2 Purl 4  (2nd Floor Classroom) 

Wednesday, August 21 
 10:30 AM Worship Planning (Pastor’s Study) 
 4:00 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support Group 
  (Conference Room) 
 4:45 PM Fiscal Committee (Pastor’s Study) 
 5:30 PM Board of Deacons (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 5:30 PM Session Coordinating (Pastor’s Study) 

Thursday, August 22 
 2:30 PM Memory Loss Group   (2nd Floor Classroom) 

Friday, August 23 

Saturday, August 24 

Sunday, August 25 
 10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Sunday School PreK-5 (Third Floor Chapel) 
 2:00 PM Young Family Swim Party (Off site) 
 5:00 PM Youth Cook Out (Off site) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Westminster Presbyterian Church  
533 S. Walnut St.    
Springfield, Illinois 62704  
Phone (217) 522-4415    
http://www.wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Christian K. Choi 
Associate Pastor for Parish Life 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 
Director for Youth 
 
Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Katie Moore 
Director for Children’s Music 

Erin Winn 
Nursery Coordinator 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 
Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

James Capler, Javier Velasquez  
Part-time Custodians  

http://www.wpcspi.org/

