
 

W E S T M I N S T E R 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

11 August 2024 + 10:00 a.m. 

   
Welcome and Announcements 

 Voluntary Concerto in F:  Allegro George Frederick Handel 

 *Ringing of the Bell The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell. 

 *Call to Worship  Psalm 34:1,3 
 Leader: I will bless the Lord at all times; 
 People: God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth  
 Leader: O magnify the Lord with me  
 People: and let us exalt God’s name together. 
 Leader: Come, let us worship God.  

 * Hymn 15 All Creatures of our God and King Laudes Domini 

  Verses 1, 2, 4, 6 

 *Prayer of Confession Merciful God, you make us your own. Yet, we confess we 
have not lived as your faithful children. We have been 
angry with the world and nursed grudges against our 
adversaries.  We have accumulated the fruits of our labors 
rather than share our bounty with the needy.  We have 
lacked initiative in building up our neighbors with words 
of kindness. Forgive us and give us the grace to love as 
Christ loved us. Hear now our silent prayer of confession. 

 *Sung Response Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover 



 *Declaration of Pardon 
 and Passing of the Peace 
 Leader: Friends, believe the good news. 
 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 
 Leader:  Let us greet one another with the sign of peace. 

 *Response of Praise Gloria Patri 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be  
world without end, Amen, Amen. 

 Children’s Sermon 

 Congregational Response Listen, Listen, God is Calling  Neno Lake Mungu 

  Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, 
  offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy. 

Students in K– Grade 5 will go to their Summer Sunday school class 
following the Congregational Response. 

 First Scripture Reading Ephesians 4:25-5:1 Pew Bible, NT page 194  

 Second Scripture Reading John 6:35, 41-51 Pew Bible, NT page 98 

 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God.                                                                          

 Sermon Top Ten to Avoid Rev. Gerald W. Boutelle 
Text: “…and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.” Ephesians 5:2  

 Anthem It is Well With My Soul Phillip P. Bliss 

  The text for the anthem is 840 in the hymnal. 

 

  

             



  *Affirmation of Faith                                                          A Brief Statement of Faith (Part I)  

In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 

       We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: preaching good news 
to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, 
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal.  Amen.  

 The Church at Prayer 
 Choir: Surely the presence of our God is in this place, 
  I can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace. 
  I can hear the brush of angels’ wings 
  I see glory on each face;   
  Surely the presence of our God is in this place. 

 Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And with your spirit. 
 Pastor: Let us pray. 

 Prayers of the People 
 and The Lord’s Prayer 

 The Presentation  At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass 
 of our Gifts the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.  



 Offertory On Wings of Song                                  Felix Mendelssohn 
On wings of song we send you the best our hearts can give. 
May health and good fortune attend you as long as you live. 
We wish you peace and comfort.  We wish you happy days, 
the sun to warm in the daytime, the moon to guide you at night. 
On wings of song we send you the best our hearts can give. 

 *Offertory Response Doxology   
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 *Prayer of Dedication Holy and loving God, may we delight in the work that is 
ours, take responsibility for the lives we have been given, 
and reflect your loving and generous presence in these 
gifts which we dedication in Christ’s name.  Amen 

 *Hymn 611 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymn to Joy 

 *Charge and Benediction 

 Closing Response Day by Day Harold Friedell 

 *Voluntary Trumpet Tune in A David N. Johnson 

 (*) The congregation is invited to stand. 

 

 

 

 

 
SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 

• Flowers in the Chancel are given in loving memory of Heather Huitt and in honor of her 
birthday from Bob, Julie, Brian, and Sarah Blythe  

• Sunday Liturgists:  Christy and Avery Pound             Worship Leader: Macklin Metzger
   

IN MEMORIAM 

Kevin G. Proctor 11/24/1949 – 08/05/2024 
United with Westminster 01/26/2014 



• Children’s Sermon: Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
• Acolytes:  Lily Swanson and Lucy Bassett Greeter: John Cross 
• Music: Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, organist,   
• Ushers: Sabrina Holmes (Head Usher) Kyle Duffy, Melanie Green, Chris Hickman, Camille 

Massey, Joyce King, Erin Winn 
• Safety Team: Brad Steller  
• Videographers and Sound: Bob Fox, Krista Steller 

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER 
• 9:45 a.m. – 12 noon   Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story: 

“Jesus is Always with Us” (Go and Tell) Caregivers: Sally Godbey, Macklin Metzger 
• 10:15 – 11:00 a.m. Sunday School Children begin in worship with their families & go to Sunday 

school following the Congregational Response. 

• Kindergarten – Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is “Parable of the Lost Coin”. 
Teachers: Meleah Berkowitz, Sophia Choi 

• Grade 3 – Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom) The story is “The Holy Catholic 
Church, The Communion of Saints”. Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz  

• 11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Summer Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall) presents “Democracy in the 
World Today.”  Join Dr. Roy Wehrle in a discussion about democracy  

• 11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  

• Open House (518 S. Glenwood) The congregation is invited to an Open House of 518 
S. Glenwood which will be available for sale this month.   

• College Age Brunch (Boone’s) Plan to meet Mary Ray, Director for Youth, in the West 
Narthex and walk to Boone’s for brunch. 

• Parish Nurse Ministry (Church Office)  

WI-FI HEARING ASSISTANCE SYSTEM is available in our Sanctuary.  A basket is located at each 
Sanctuary entrance with instructions to install the app for those with Bluetooth enabled hearing 
aids, lanyards, and hearing amplifier packets for those with regular hearing aids, earing amplifier 
packets and disposable earbuds for those without hearing aids.  Please return the lanyards and 

hearing amplifier packets at the end of worship.  For assistance, ask an usher. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
WELCOME VISITORS! Information about who we are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the 
pew pockets and on our website www.wpcspi.org.  Please complete the Ministry of Friendship 
folder located on the end of each pew. If you are interested in joining, please speak to Rev. Boutelle.   
DR. KIEFFER is away on study leave in Lisbon and Madeira, Portugal. 
TODAY we welcome the Rev. Boutelle to our pulpit. Jerry joined the Westminster staff as Parish 
Associate in October 2013.  He has served Illinois churches in South Holland, St. Ann, Peoria, 
Springfield, Carrollton, White Hall, and Petersburg until his retirement in 2009.  Jerry earned a 
Master of Divinity and a Master of Sacred Theology from McCormick Theological Seminary. 

http://www.wpcspi.org/


OPEN HOUSE TODAY, AUGUST 11, 11:15 A.M. – 12:30 P.M. Westminster’s 518 S. 
Glenwood Rental Property will be available for sale this month. Income from the 
sale will repay the Support and Endowment Loan.  
MEALS ON WHEELS AUGUST 12-16 Westminster members assist the Daily Bread 

program by delivering hot meals prepared by Senior Services at 701 S. Mason St.  
CONTACT MINISTRY BACKPACK COLLECTION We have currently received 195. Thank you for 
your contributions to this ministry. 
DMA (DON’T MENTION AGE) will meet Friday, August 16 at 5:30 p.m. for a potluck and program 
at 6:15 p.m. called “Sing-along with Junior.” Junior Stevens is a local musician who plays regularly 
in the area. He hand-crafts wooden cigar box guitars which he sells locally. RSVP using the weekly 
email link, on the website, or by contacting the church office. 
NURSERY GUILD/SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER/YOUTH MINISTRY PARTNERS ORIENTATION 
AUGUST 18   Nursery Guild members, Sunday School teachers for Kindergarten through Grade 5 
and Youth Ministry Partners (Junior and Senior High) will meet Sunday, August 18, from 9:00 – 
9:45 a.m. for orientation in Parish Hall.   
SUMMER ADULT ED FORUM presents “How Dire is the Situation in the Middle East?” next Sunday, 
August 18 at 11:15 a.m. in Parish Hall.  Join Dr. Roy Wehrle as he outlines the strategies of Israel, US, 
and Iran and leads a discussion on the risks of war to all concerned.  
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS   On Sunday, August 25, the children and youth of Westminster are 
invited to bring their backpacks to the 10:00 a.m. worship service for the blessing of backpacks. 
Along with a blessing, each will receive a monogrammed carabiner with a Bible verse for their 
backpack as a reminder of God’s loving presence on their journey throughout this school year.    
YOUNG FAMILY GATHERING On Sunday, August 25, from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m., young families 
(parents and children ages birth through grade five) are invited to a swim party at the Kieffer home 
(26 Island Bay Lane) as we splash into a new year together.  Please bring a towel and snack to share!  
Friends are always welcome and encouraged. 
SPLASH INTO THE NEW YEAR!  On Sunday, August 25, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., incoming Junior 
and Senior High Youth are invited to a swim party at the Batterman Home (1620 Outer Park Dr.) 
as we kick off a new year.  Friends are always welcome and encouraged.  Please bring a towel! 
APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP meets Tuesday, August 27 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. in the 
Ziegler Library to discuss Costly Grace: A Contemporary View of Bonhoeffer’s Cost of Discipleship 
by Jon Walker. New members are always welcome! Led by Dr. Aaron Berkowitz.  
WCP PRESCHOOL ORIENTATION AND BENCH DEDICATION  On Tuesday August 27 at 6:30 
p.m. parents will attend Orientation. During the WCP Orientation, Westminster youth will make a 
brief presentation on the two benches they donated to the preschool playground.  
HOMECOMING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8   We will gather for worship at 10:00 a.m., share the 
Sacrament of Communion, welcome the Westminster Choir and commission the Education 
Leadership Team. A brunch reception in Parish Hall will follow worship and include ministry displays, 
children’s activities, a PowerPoint Presentation of the 2023-2024 ministry year, and the opportunity 
to sign up for Education, Fellowship, Music, Mission, and Service.    
ENDOWMENT MISSION GRANT APPLICATIONS   The Mission and Community Service Committee 
will review grant applications for funding from Westminster’s Mission Endowment at its September 
4 meeting.  The deadline for submission of grant proposals for consideration is September 1. 
Applications are available on our website in the Congregational Life section, in the Mission and 
Services page. Please contact Jeanne VanGieson, 217-341-9255 for more information. 



NOMINATIONS WELCOME 
THE 2024 NOMINATING COMMITTEE is now receiving nominations for the following positions 
of leadership at Westminster.   

DEACON (CLASS OF 2027) 
ELDER (CLASS OF 2027) 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE (CLASS OF 2025) 
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE (CLASS OF 2027) 

Nominations may be placed in the offering plate, emailed to the committee chair, Eleanor 
VanDeventer, at ehuitt@yahoo.com or placed in the Nominating Committee’s mailbox on the wall 
in the West Narthex by the Edwards Street doors.   Please complete it by August 18, 2024.  Nominees 
will be presented for election at a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, October 13, 2024.  

2024 Nominating Committee members: Eleanor VanDeventer (Chair), Michael Nenaber, Brad 
Steller, Alan Stutz, Carolyn Swanson, Julie Sundquist, and Bernie Wiseman 
 
Name of Nominee__________________________________ 

Recommended for (check choice)  

____Deacon          ____Elder           ____Nominating       ____Strategic Planning    

1.  Qualities that would make this person a good church officer 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Past experience/current interests and activities in the church 

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.  Helpful information:  special skills, training, employment, community involvement, etc. 
_____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Your Name (optional) ____________________________________ 



WEEK AT WESTMINSTER   
 
Monday, August 12 
 9:00 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery  
  Pick-up at Door #2 at the Senior Center 

Tuesday, August 13 
 9:00 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery  
  Pick-up at Door #2 at the Senior Center 
 10:30 AM Staff Meeting (Pastor’s Study) 
 11:30 AM Welcome Corps Meeting  
  (3rd Floor Classroom) 
 12:00 PM Knitters’ Lunch ( (2nd Floor Classroom) 
 1:00 PM Knit 2 Purl 4 (2nd Floor Classroom) 

Wednesday, August 14 
 9:00 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery  
  Pick-up at Door #2 at the Senior Center 
 4:00 PM Depression and Bi-Polar Support Group 
  (Conference Room) 

Thursday, August 15 
 9:00 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery  
  Pick-up at Door #2 at the Senior Center 

Friday, August 16 
 9:00 AM Meals on Wheels Delivery  
  Pick-up at Door #2 at the Senior Center 
 5:30 PM DMA (Parish Hall) 
 6:15 PM DMA Program (Parish Hall) 

Saturday, August 17  

Sunday, August 18 
 9:00 AM Sunday School/Ministry Partner 
  Orientation (Parish Hall)   
 10:00 AM Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
 10:15 AM Sunday School K-5 (Third Floor Chapel) 
 11:15 AM Summer Adult Ed Forum (Parish Hall) 
 11:15 AM Fair Trade Sale 
 

 

Westminster Presbyterian Church  
533 S. Walnut St.    
Springfield, Illinois 62704  
Phone (217) 522-4415   Fax (217) 522-4465 
http://www.wpcspi.org 

WESTMINSTER STAFF 
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer 
Pastor and Head of Staff  

The Reverend Christian K. Choi 
Associate Pastor for Parish Life 

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle 
Parish Associate  

Dale T. Rogers 
Director of Music and the Arts 

Mary Ray 
Director for Youth 
 
Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz 
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry 

Katie Moore 
Director for Children’s Music 

Erin Winn 
Nursery Coordinator 

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate 
Cooperative Preschool Staff 

Ellen Carpenter 
Parish Nurse 

Pat Hymans 
Hospitality Coordinator 

Lisa Runkle 
Financial Administrator 

Jennie Alt 
Church Administrative Assistant 

Krista Steller 
Communications Coordinator 

Gary Warnick 
Building and Property Manager 

James Capler, Javier Velasquez 
Part-time Custodians  

http://www.wpcspi.org/

