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Welcome and Announcements

Voluntary
*Ringing of the Bell

*Call to Worship
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

*Hymn 151

*Prayer of Confession

*Sung Response

WESTMINSTER
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Epiphany Sunday

5 January 2025 10:00 a.m.

| Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In English Carol

The congregation rises at the ringing of the Tower Bell.

Psalm 148

From Bethlehem has come a ruler

to shepherd God’s people.

Let us bring our costly gifts,

and proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The light of heaven leads the way,

just as God promised through the prophets of old.
We will rejoice in the presence of the Son of God.
Come and consider the mystery of salvation.
Come and share in the promise of Christ!

Let all rulers and kings fall down before Christ!
Let all the nations serve Christ!

We Three Kings of Orient Are Kings of Orient

Our Lord Jesus Christ, yours is the light that draws people
from every corner of the world. Though darkness blankets
the earth and blinds us to untold evil and even to our
own sins, your light reveals who we are, what we have
done and failed to do. Forgive us, O Christ, and lead us
into your radiant presence freed and forgiven. Bathe us in
your light. Hear now our silent prayers of confession.

Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Hymnal, Back Cover



*Declaration of Pardon
and Passing of the Peace
Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

*Response of Praise

Children’s Sermon

Congregational Response

First Scripture Reading

Second Scripture Reading

Leader:
People:

Sermon

Friends, believe the good news.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

The peace of Christ be with you.

And also with you.

Let us greet one another with the sign of peace.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be
world without end. Amen.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!

Children in grades Pre-K-5 go to Sunday School class following
the Congregational Response.

Isaiah 60:1-6 Pew Bible, OT page 690

Matthew 2:1-12 Pew Bible, NT page 2

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Star of Enlightenment Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer

Text: "...behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem.”
Matthew 2:1b



Anthem  Brightest and Best Eric Thiman

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,

Bring the dawn to our midnight and kindly lend us your aid.

Star of the East, the horizon adorning,

Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Cold on the cradle the dew drops are shining,

The holy Child, peaceful, rest among the beasts of the stall.

Angels adore while the baby is sleeping,

Maker and Sovereign Monarch, the long-promised Savior of all.

And shall we not offer our costly devotion,

Bringing myrrh from the forest and precious gold from the mine?

In vain, we offer each ample oblation,

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration. Jesus, we adore Thee.
Words: Reginald Heber

The Church at Prayer

Choir:  Surely the presence of our God is in this place,
| can feel God’s mighty power and God’s grace.
| can hear the brush of angels’ wings. | see glory on each face,
Surely the presence of our God is in this place.

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Pastor: Let us pray.

Prayers of the People
and The Lord’s Prayer

The Presentation At this time all worshipers are invited to sign and pass
and Dedication of our Gifts the Ministry of Friendship folders in the pew racks.

Offertory Scottish Noel Alexandre Guilmant

*Offertory Response Doxology Hymnal, 606
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



THE ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS

*Litany

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Presentation
of Elected Church Officers

Session:

Board of Deacons:

Constitutional Questions

*Questions to the Congregation
Pastor:

People:

There are varieties of gifts,

but it is the same Spirit who gives them.

There are different ways of serving God,

but it is the same Lord who is served.

God works through each person in a unique way,
but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished.

To each is given a gift by the Spirit,

to be used for the common good.

Together we are the body of Christ,

and individually members of it.

Brownie Anderson, Dr. Jonathan Carlson-Eastvold, Joe Fierstos,
Vonnie Hinesley, Julie McDonough, Pat Moore, Marilyn Rigney,
Lyle VanDeventer, and Youth Elder: Sam Batterman

Ben Arnold, Michella Arnold, Linda Caupert, Dorothy
Hutchinson-Gross, Christian Kennerly, Claudia Nash, Brad
Steller, Cathy Yokley, and Youth Deacon: Maria Lafrenz
Class of 2025: George Botanga and Dr. Debra Parker
Class of 2026: Randy Wiseman

The pastors shall ask the constitutional questions to
the elders and deacons.

Do you, as members of the church, accept these
individuals as Elders and Deacons, chosen by God
through the voice of this congregation, to lead us in
the way of Jesus Christ?

We do.



Pastor: Do you agree to encourage them, to respect their
decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus
Christ, who alone is head of the church?

People: We do.

*Laying on of Hands  The candidates for ordination kneel. Ordained elders are
invited to come forward for the laying on of hands.

*QOrdination Prayer

*Declaration of
Ordination and Installation

*Hymn 69 |, the Lord of Sea and Sky Here | Am

*Charge and Benediction

*Closing Response  Forth in Thy Name Orlando Gibbons

Forth in thy name, O Lord, | go,
my daily labor to pursue;

thee, only thee, resolved to know,
in all | think or speak or do.

*Voluntary  In Dulci Jubilo J.S. Bach

(*) The congregation is invited to stand



Class of 2025
Dr. Scott Day
Jim Dolan
Gregg Humphrey
Dr. Judy Knox
Amanda Maddox-Wenthe
Pat McNutt
Dr. Mike Nenaber
Jeanne VanGieson

Class of 2025
George Botanga
Chris Hickman
Sabrina Holmes
Melanie Humphrey
Kathy Kenyon
Dr. Debra Parker
Bill Schlosser
Erin Winn

SESSION

Class of 2026

John Cross
Tara Fritsch
Rachael Hickman
David Jenkins
Dr. Vena Long
Julie Robbs
Greg Swanson
Brinton Wilkey

BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2026

Julie Barton
Greg Boutelle
Kyle Duffy
Deb Fritsch
Joyce King
Dr. Todd Lafrenz
Bernie Wiseman
Randy Wiseman

Class of 2027

Brownie Anderson
Dr. Jonathan Carlson-Eastvold
Joe Fierstos
Vonnie Hinesley
Julie McDonough
Pat Moore
Marilyn Rigney
Lyle VanDeventer
Sam Batterman, Youth

Class of 2027
Ben Arnold
Michella Arnold
Linda Caupert
Dorothy Hutchinson-Gross
Christian Kennerly
Claudia Nash
Brad Steller
Cathy Yokley
Maria Lafrenz, Youth

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO ELECT PNC
1S RESCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2025

The nominees for the Co-Pastor Nominating Committee (CPNC) are:

Brownie Anderson, George Botanga, Dr. Scott Day, Todd Knox,
Christy Pound, Lucy Stafford, Greg Swanson, Jess Weitzel

A congregational gathering will take place at a later time.

Thank you to all who made a nomination and to the 2024 Nominating Committee:
Eleanor VanDeventer, Chair, Dr. Michael Nenaber, Brad Steller, Dr. Alan Stutz,

Carolyn Swanson and Julie Sundquist.




SERVING THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

e Sunday Liturgist: Rev. Sarah A. Bishop

e Worship Leader: William Affrunti

e Acolytes: Charlotte Affrunti and Brooke Boutelle

o Greeters: Marty and Alan Stutz

e Ushers: Greg Boutelle (Head Usher), Sophia Choi, Todd Lafrenz, Jim Parker, Bill
Schlosser, Susan Shaw, Bernie Wiseman

o Safety Team: Alan Schuermann

e Music: Westminster Choir, Dale Rogers, Organist

e Videography and Sound: Bob Fox, Bill Deemer, Krista Steller

EDUCATION AND FELLOWSHIP THIS SUNDAY AT WESTMINSTER

e 9:45a.m.-12 noon Infants, toddlers, preschoolers (Nursery) This week’s Bible Story: “God is
Our Creator” Caregivers: Erin Winn, Lynn McMenamin

e 10:00 —11:00 a.m. Children and Youth begin in worship with their families and go to their class
following the Congregational Response.

e Sunday School Children in Kindergarten — Grade 2 (Third Floor Chapel) The story is
“Follow the Star” (Matthew 2:1-12). Teacher: Meleah Berkowitz

¢ Sunday School Children in Grade 3 — Grade 5 (Third Floor Tower Classroom). The story is
“Gifts for Jesus” (Matthew 2:1-12). Teacher: Aaron Berkowitz

e Grades 6-7 Confirmation Prep (Conference Room) Lessons 29: “New Promise” of the Echo
Curriculum. Teachers: Mary Ray

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS. We are delighted you have joined us! Information about who we
are is in our Welcome Brochure located in the pew pockets and on our website at www.wpcspi.org.
Please complete the Ministry of Friendship folder located on the end of each pew. Our next New
Member Classes will be Sundays, March 2 and 9.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS TAKE DOWN will be Tuesday, January 7 beginning at 10:00 a.m.
Many thanks to those who assisted in decorating the church. We have enjoyed these adornments
through the seasons of Advent and Christmas. Come help store things away for another year.

KNIT 2 PURL 4 MISSION & FELLOWSHIP - Knitters will knit at home January 7. A New Year
Celebration will be Tuesday, January 14 in Parish Hall. Contact Mary Jo Jenkins at 217-622-8657.

BRIDGES MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP AND CHILDREN’S CHOIR begin the new year on Wednesday,
January 8 at 4:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Tower Room and 5:00 p.m. in the Music Room.



http://www.wpcspi.org/

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S BREAKFAST will be Thursday, January 9 at 8:00 a.m. at Le Peep (3232
Ginger Greek Drive) for reconnecting in the new year. Please RSVP on our website or by contacting
the church office.

DR. KIEFFER’S BIBLE STUDY resumes on Thursday, January 9, 5:30 — 6:45 p.m. We continue the
Disciple: Remember Who You Are and begin with the Letters of Paul with Lesson 17: Called through
God’s Grace. New Members are welcome!

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE JANUARY 10: Session and Deacon Committee 2024 reports are due
Friday, January 10, 2025. Please submit your reports to Jennie Alt jalt@wpcspi.org. These reports
are presented at the Annual Meeting on January 26, 2025. Copies will be available at the meeting.

CHURCH MICE, a musical experience for infants through age four will begin its new year on
Saturday, January 11 at 11:00 a.m. in the Second Floor Classroom.

NURSERY GUILD MINISTRY PARTNER MEETING On Sunday, January 12 at 9:15 a.m. in Parish
Hall, the Nursery Guild and Nursery Coordinators will meet to provide an opportunity for ministry
partners to sign-up on a schedule of Sundays through winter and spring and discuss the forming a
NEW Preschool Sunday School.

SUNDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY PARTNER MEETING On Sunday, January 12 at 9:15 a.m. in Parish
Hall, Sunday School teachers will meet to provide an opportunity for ministry partners to sign-up
on a schedule of Sundays through winter and spring. New Sunday School teachers are welcome!

YOUTH MISSION TRIP TO ASHVILLE, NC IN 2025 INFORMATIONAL MEETING will be Sunday,
January 12 at 11:15 a.m. in the Second Floor Classroom. During our meeting we will learn more about
our mission site and working with Ashville Youth Mission. We will have confirmed dates, intent to
participate forms as well as accept deposits for this exciting week of service, care, and education.

ADULT ED FORUM presents "Faith, Art, Advocacy Part Il: Civil Rights”. Sunday, January 12, 11:15
a.m. in Parish Hall During the 20t century, emerging technologies permitted musicians to develop
new genres of Jazz, Rock and Reggae that would transform the music industry and lead this march
of the civil rights movement. Dr. Peter Kieffer will lead the class.

ELIZABETH CIRCLE meets on Monday, January 13 at 1:00 p.m. in the Second Floor Classroom and
Lynne O’Shea will lead study Lesson 4 “Water Justice.” Call Eleanor VanDeventer at 217-341-4032.

LYDIA CIRCLE meets Tuesday, January 21 at 9:30 a.m. in the library and Randy Wiseman will lead
study Lesson 4 “Water Justice” from the PW Horizons Bible Study. Call Nancy Canady at 217-899-9890.

THE APOSTLES’ READ LIBRARY BOOK GROUP will meet on Tuesday, January 28, 2025. The book
for January is titled After Jesus Before Christianity: A Historical Exploration of the First Two Centuries
of Jesus Movements by Erin Vearncombe, Brandon Scott, Hal Taussig, and the Westar Institute.

A CONCERT OF SPIRITUALS AND HYMNS will be held Sunday, February 9 at 4:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. This will be the opening event of the year as we celebrate Westminster’s 190 anniversary.
Dr. Alfonzo Cooper, Jr. tenor, who last year was featured in our program Portraits of Peace
(remembering the lives of civil rights leaders C.T. Vivian and Rosa Parks) returns with his pianist
Curtis Baum in a celebration of music of the African American Diaspora and the Oral Tradition. Dr.
Cooper has recently been appointed to the music faculty at the prestigious Tuskegee University in
Tuskegee, Alabama. This program falls in the week of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday.


mailto:jalt@wpcspi.org

MLK SUNDAY, JANUARY 19, the Rev. Godfrey (Bobby) Musengwa wiill
preach and present a workshop following worship in Parish Hall. Rev.
Musengwa serves as Pastor of the Maximo Presbyterian Church in St.
Petersburg, FL. Bobby was born and raised in South Africa, educated at St.
Andrews Presbyterian University (Laurinburg, NC), and received his
Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary. He and his wife
Veronique (who was born in France) have three daughters. Dr. Kieffer
and Rev. Musengwa attended CREDO together in 2008 and have been
friends and colleagues in the ministry since that time. We are honored to
welcome Rev. Musengwa to our pulpit.

THE 50TH ANNUAL MLK BREAKFAST HOSTED BY SPRINGFIELD FRONTIERS will be held
Monday, January 20, 8:30 a.m. at the Wyndam Hotel. Westminster will be a
Gold Sponsor, donating $1,500 ($1,000 from the Endowment Scholarship Fund
and $500 from the Peace and Global Witness collection for local ministry.) It is
symbolic and meaningful for us to have a presence at this community celebration,
especially in light of our rich history as advocates for racial justice and equality. If
you would like to join the pastors and attend, please contact Jennie Alt at

jalt@wpcspi.org.

Justice Lisa Holder White, lllinois Supreme Court, will be the guest speaker. Lisa Holder White
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1990 from Lewis University in Romeoville, lllinois, where she
graduated magna cum laude. In 1993, Justice White earned her Juris Doctor degree from the
University of lllinois College of Law in Urbana-Champaign. Following an appointment by the lllinois
Supreme Court, Justice White was sworn in on January 14, 2013, as the first Black Justice on the
lllinois Appellate Court, Fourth District. In 2014, she was elected to the lllinois Appellate Court,

ANNUAL

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
ONE SERVICE OF WORSHIP AT 10:00 A.M.

8:30-9:45A.M. YOUTH EGG-TASTIC BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER IN PARISH HALL
Members are invited to enjoy an incredible breakfast served by youth attending the 2025 Youth
Mission Trip to Ashville, North Carolina. The Mission participants will prepare and serve a delicious
breakfast before worship at 10:00 a.m. Come support the Mission and be well-nourished for the
work of the church at the Annual Meeting following worship!

11:00 — 11:30 A.M. ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
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THIS WEEK AT WESTMINSTER
Monday, January 6

Tuesday, January 7
10:30 AM  Staff Meeting
1:00 PM Knitters knit at home
7:00 PM St. Andrew’s Sisters (Off site)

Wednesday, January 8

10:00 AM  Pastors Pray in Chancel

10:30 AM  Worship Planning
3:30 PM Depression & Bi-Polar Support

(Conference Room)

4:00 PM  Bridges (Tower Classroom)
5:00 PM Children’s Choir (Music Room)
5:15 PM Session Coordinating
6:00 PM  Board of Deacons

Thursday, January 9
8:00 AM Presbyterian Men’s Breakfast (Parish Hall)
1:30 PM Memory Loss Group (2nd Fl Classroom)
5:30 PM Dr. Kieffer’s Bible Study
(2" Floor Classroom)
6:00 PM  WCP Board Meeting (3 Fl Classroom)
7:00 PM  Choir

Friday, January 10
1:00 PM  Helping Hands Bagged Lunch Prep
(Kitchen)

Saturday, January 11
11:00 AM  Church Mice

Sunday, January 12
Baptism of the Lord Sunday and Holy Communion
9:15 AM  Sunday School/Nursery Teacher Meeting
(Parish Hall)
10:00 AM  Worship Service
10:15 AM  Sunday School (Pre K-5)
11:00 AM  Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary)
11:15 AM  Adult Education Forum (Parish Hall)
11:15 AM  Youth Mission Trip Meeting
(2 Floor Classroom)

Westminster Presbyterian Church

533 S. Walnut St.

Springfield, lllinois 62704

Phone (217) 522-4415  www.wpcspi.org

WESTMINSTER STAFF
The Rev. Dr. Blythe D. Kieffer
Pastor and Head of Staff

The Reverend Sarah A. Bishop
Associate Pastor for Family Ministry

The Reverend Gerald W. Boutelle
Parish Associate

Dale T. Rogers
Director of Music and the Arts

Mary Ray
Director for Youth

Meleah and Aaron Berkowitz
Co-Directors for Children’s Ministry

Katie Moore
Director for Children’s Music

Kara Milward, Erin Winn
Nursery Coordinators

Emily Rowley, Keri Tate
Cooperative Preschool Staff

Ellen Carpenter
Parish Nurse

Pat Hymans
Hospitality Coordinator

Lisa Runkle
Financial Administrator

Jennie Alt
Church Administrative Assistant

Krista Steller
Communications Coordinator

Gary Warnick
Building and Property Manager

Braden Barton, James Capler,
Terry Gietl, Javier Valesquez
Part-time Custodians




