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Faith of Our Founders: 
Albert Hale’s Discourse on War 

Acts 2:17 
 

 There is a tradition in this church that on major anniversary celebrations the pastor is to preach 
a historical sermon. On the 50th anniversary in 1885 the pastor, D. S. Johnson, gave a sermon which 
summarized the history of the congregation up to that point.1 He used Psalm 48:12-13 as his launching 
pad; “Walk about Zion, go all around it, count its towers, consider well its ramparts, go through its 
citadels, that you may tell the next generation.” Johnson must have done a lot of walking because his 
manuscript rolls on for 65 typewritten pages. If he preached three minutes per page, which would be a 
very fast clip, the sermon would have taken three hours and fifteen minutes. At the rate of three hours 
for fifty years, I could cover 175 years in about 11 hours. Does anyone have anything else to do today? 
Let me put you at ease by saying I have no intention of covering 175 years of history in this sermon. 
You can spend eleven hours with the timeline. Instead I want to take you to a defining moment in the 
early history of this church which provides a fascinating window into the faith of our founders. 
 
 Let me say first that I am haunted by the faith of our founders. They were in touch with the 
message of Pentecost in ways we cannot begin to fathom. They came to Illinois with visions and 
dreams of a world made whole. They set out to create a society which would reflect God’s dream for a 
human family where no one is enslaved and no one is excluded. They refused to settle for anything 
less. They believed that anything was possible because God had called them into a community of faith 
that was infused with the Spirit of God. 
 
 In 1847 this nation was at war with Mexico. The Presbyterian General Assembly called for a 
day of humiliation and prayer in the churches on the second Sunday of July. When Albert Hale 
climbed into the pulpit of Second Presbyterian Church on the 11th of July he was in the ninth year of a 
twenty-seven year pastorate. In the morning service he offered a reasoned presentation of just war 
theory and why the Mexican War did not meet that standard. In the evening service his sermon was 
more of an emotional appeal for the church and the nation to repent. 
 
 On this particular Sunday there were an unusually large number of visitors in worship at 
Second Presbyterian. A Constitutional Convention was in session in Springfield. Delegates were in 
town from all across the state. At least one of these visitors was offended by Albert Hale’s preaching. 
On the following day G. W. Akin, delegate from Franklin County, introduced a motion censuring 
Albert Hale for sermons denouncing “the existing war with Mexico.”  The motion directed that Mr. 
Hale be excused from “holding prayers in this convention,” and suggested that Hale was a bad 
influence on the “younger generation.” The motion was debated at length and then tabled by a vote of 
82 to 36. 
 
 Hale’s turn to open the convention with prayer came a week later on July 19. As he began to 
pray he was interrupted by the sound of Mr. Akin hissing and clapping his hands. Akin then stormed 
out of the hall and was waiting outside when Hale finished his prayer and came out of the building. 



The sources are not specific about who physically assaulted Albert Hale that day. But Akin was quoted 
as telling Hale, “If he did not wish to be hurt, he must not come there again.”2 

 
 Newspapers around the country ran the story of this controversy. The sermons were 
subsequently published by Hale’s friends in the hope that he could be judged by his own words and not 
by what others were saying about him.3 These are the only sermons of Albert Hale which have down to 
us. I now want to share with you a Reader’s Digest style condensation of Hale’s evening sermon. 
Listen to the gospel of Jesus Christ in the words of Albert Hale. 
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Endnotes 
 

1. D. S. Johnson, “50th Anniversary Sermon,” at Second Presbyterian Church in 1885 from Clinton 
Conkling Historical Data, Vol. I, pages 119-187. 
2. G. W. Akins’ role in this controversy is described in an appended statement published with Albert 
Hale’s sermons. 
3. The following statement is attached to the published version of Albert Hale’s sermons: 
 Rev. Mr. Hale, 

Dear Sir,--The sermons delivered by you on the 11th July, in pursuance of the 
recommendation of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, on the 
existing war between this country and Mexico, having been made the subject of 
extraordinary debate and action in the Constitutional Convention, now in session in 
this city, we request of you a copy of said sermons for publication; that all who feel 
an interest in the matter may be able to form a correct opinion. 
    Silas W. Robbins, 
    Joseph Thayer, 
    Benjamin Edwards, 
    E. B. Pease, 
    E. B. Wiley, 
    J. L. Lamb, 
    W. Dillard 
           Springfield, August 10, 1847 

4. This sermon of Albert Hale was published by the Sangamo Journal in August of 1847 under the 
title, “Two Discourses on the Subject of The War Between the United States and Mexico, Preached in 
the Second Presbyterian Church, in Springfield on Sabbath, 11 July 1847, by Albert Hale, Pastor of the 
Church.” I am indebted to Becky Martin for finding this publication in the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and securing a copy for me. 

 


