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1. With the help of a map showing the locations of early Virginia parish churches, I found the probable location of the Sittenbourne church where Jean Bertrand served as pastor on his arrival in Virginia in 1688. It is a waterfront site near Champlain, Virginia with a magnificent view of the Rappahannock River. I spoke with a local farmer (Stephen Ellis) who confirmed my reading of the map, though he had never heard of a church located on that site. The map was sent to me by Gene Garrison who had discovered my renewal leave report online. He had been researching a Huguenot ancestor who was in the Sittenbourne church.
2. I visited two significant sites at the Belle Isle State Park in Lancaster County, the plantation purchased by Jean Bertrand in 1692. A new visitor’s center is now under construction. The construction site was moved when the foundation of a 17th century home was discovered in the initial excavation. A park ranger directed me to this site (now recovered with dirt) which was probably the location of the home where Jean and Charlotte Bertrand lived from 1692 until their deaths. The surviving plantation house was built at another site by their son, William Bertrand, about 1760. This original home site is much closer to the Rappahannock River.
3. My other “find” at Belle Isle is the possible burial place of Jean and Charlotte Bertrand. This information came from conversations with Andy Ransome, a ranger who worked as a farm hand at Belle Isle when he was a teenager, and John Boatwright, who grew up at Belle Isle when his family owned it. They directed me to a site called the “graveyard field.” In the middle of this large plowed field is an overgrown area with trees which were planted for some purpose. Both men confirmed that the overgrown area had always been called “the graveyard” even though no gravestones can be seen. It is interesting that this part of the field  (about 20 yards by 30 yards) has never been cleared in a place that has been farmed for 300 years. It also corresponds to a more recent gravesite which is situated in the middle of another plowed field. This small cemetery goes back to the 1790s with graves bearing the name of the Downman family which purchased the plantation from the Bertrands. Family records state that Jean Bertrand is thought to be buried on the plantation but no marked grave has ever been found. The “graveyard field” is a ¾-mile walk from the old visitor’s center and about 100 yards from the riverfront. It certainly feels like a graveyard. 
4. I also drove to Bertrand, Virginia where the Ewells owned land and one record suggests that Jean Bertrand may have served a church or chapel. There is nothing there today except the “Bertrand” sign, a restaurant, boat dock, and a few houses.
5. At the Mary Ball Washington Library in Lancaster I found some references to Jean Bertrand in early court records. These entries included the following information:

a) Bertrand was involved in a legal dispute over the boundary of his plantation in 1693-4. A survey was ordered and confirmed by the jury reducing the size of Bertrand’s plantation to 573 acres. Bertrand appealed the decision to the governor in James City.
b) While the appeal was pending, Bertrand was arrested for continuing to use the trees from the disputed land to construct tobacco hogsheads. On 14 November 1694 Bertrand was found guilty and fined 10,000 pounds of tobacco. 

c) I have not found a record indicating the result of the appeal to the governor. A record showing that Bertrand was taxed for 924 acres in 1698 suggests that he won the appeal. 

d) Court records also show that Bertrand lost another lawsuit in 1694 regarding a debt owed to the wealthy Carter family. Bertrand was assessed 350 pounds of tobacco in this case.
e) The settlement of the estate of Richard Metcalf on July 2, 1698 indicates that Bertrand was paid 1,000 pounds of tobacco for preaching the funeral sermon.

