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1. My research at the D.A.R. Library helped resolve a difficult issue in my Langston ancestral line. The family information concerning my great grandfather, Erskine Lee Langston (1849-1939) has been limited. We knew from his published obituary that he was born in 1849 in Union county, South Carolina, that he served in the Confederate Army in Company C under Wade Hampton, that he was taken prisoner by the Union forces of General Sherman about February 15, 1865 near Columbia, Alabama, that he married Molly Nix in 1870, moved to Dangerfield, Texas in 1893, Wynnewood Oklahoma in 1903, and Artesia, New Mexico in 1908. When his wife died in 1928, he moved to Spur, Texas to live with his son L.W. Langston and died there in 1939.
2. In recent years we have assumed that he was the son of John W. Langston (1800-1862) and his second wife, Sophie Smith (died 1920). Langston family records listed a son named Lee, born to this family about 1850 in or near Union County, South Carolina. No other information was available about this son. This family connection seemed to be a reasonable fit with the limited information we had. I began to question it after examining an 1860 census record from Laurens County, South Carolina for the family of John W. Langston. It listed a son of the right age under the name L. A. Langston rather than E. L. Later I found an 1850 Union County census record for another Langston family. This family listed a nine month old infant named Erskine. This family’s head of household was Armenta Langston. My research at the D. A. R. library provided additional information about this family. The youngest child of Absalom Langston (1804-1850) and Armenta Starnes (1806-1886) was Erskine L. Langston, born 1849. Armenta faced the difficult task of raising children without a father. There is no indication that she remarried. She had four sons and four daughters. Her second youngest child was eight years older than Erskine. After the Civil War she moved to Phillips County, Arkansas where her brothers had moved. She died there in 1886. Later I found another source which identified John W. Langston’s son Lee/L. A. as Leland A. Langston. Then I found the 1850 census record for the family of John W. and Sophie Langston. This record was for Laurens County while the record for Armenta Langston was in Union. L. A.’s birth was not listed on a record dated September of 1850, while infant Erskine was on Armenta’s family record dated July of 1850. This new information brings together a convincing case that Absalom and Armenta Langston were the parents of my great-grandfather Erskine. This conclusion is also confirmed by a pedigree I found online by Harold Fox, the son of my grandfather E. H. Langston’s sister Lois. He lists Erskine as the son of Absalom and Armenta.
3. This change of parentage for Erskine Langston then directed my research to the question of how my Langston ancestry is to be revised. I soon learned that the ancestry does not change very much because Absalom Langston and John W. Langston were second cousins. Absalom’s parents were Nathan Langston (1762-1834) and Catherine Smith (1764-1839). Nathan was a Baptist minister. His parents were Absalom Langston (1730-1783) and Christian Bennett (1733-1803). This Absalom was the brother of Solomon and Christian Bennett was the sister of Solomon’s wife Sarah Bennett. The next generation remains where it was before with John Langston (1710-1790) and Agnes Maugham (1712-abt. 1740) and Richard Bennett (1700-1764) and Ann ( -1769). I have copies of a 1771 land grant and the 1783 estate record of the first Absalom Langston. I also found the 1834 will of Nathan Langston which lists the books he bequeathed to his children.
4. I also found some very interesting information about the family of Armenta Starnes, who was Erskine’s mother. She was the daughter of Aaron Starnes (1761-1833) who fought in the Revolutionary War. Aaron’s father came to South Carolina from New England. This family can be traced to Shubael Stearns who was part of the first wave of Puritan migration from England to Boston. He arrived in 1630 with his son Charles Stearns (1625-1695) on the Arabella (which also carried Governor John Winthrop). Shubael died just after arriving in America and his son Charles was raised by his uncle Isaac Stearns. There are very good records on this family and many of their marriages. Charles’ grandson Shubael III and his sons were caught up in the religious movement known as the Great Awakening which began in the 1730s. They became devout Baptists about 1745 and found that their views were suspect in New England. Shubael III and his sons left for the Carolinas in 1754 initially settling in North Carolina where his son, Shubael IV, became a famous Baptist minister. Shubael III’s son John (Armenta’s grandfather) and two of his brothers moved on to South Carolina in the late 1760s. They were not ministers but they helped to organize Baptist churches everywhere they went. Some pedigrees including that of Harold Fox identify Armenta’s grandfather John as the son of Shubael III’s  brother Charles, but I have not found any records to support that. I did find sources that identify a son of Shubael III as John which I believe to be the more likely connection. Either way the line goes back to the Shubael I who arrived on the Arabella. After going South the Stearns changed the spelling of their name to Starnes. This is the first of my family lines that I have been able to trace to the Puritans of New England. 
5. Sidney Ahlstrom’s A Religious History of the American People gives extensive treatment to Shubael Stearns IV, brother of my ancestor John Stearns. Ahlstrom writes:

The exuberant revivalism of the Great Awakening in New England was transplanted to the southern back country by Shubael Stearns (1706-71) and his brother-in-law Daniel Marshall (1706-84). Born and bred in Boston, Stearns was converted in 1745 during Whitefield’s second visit. He became a Separate New Light. In 1751 he was baptized at Tolland, Connecticut, and ordained as a missionary preacher to New England. After three years of this work he made his way to Opekon (now Winchester, West Virginia), where he joined Marshall. His brother-in-law, a native of Windsor, Connecticut, had also been converted in 1745 and had withdrawn from the Congregational church.

Stearns and Marshall now joined in the gigantic task of evangelizing the settlers who were streaming out to the southern frontier. After a brief period of only moderately successful labor, they received word that in the Piedmont section of North Carolina people were so hungry for preaching that they would ride forty miles on horseback to hear a sermon. This was tantamount to a divine summons. Late in 1755 Stearns led a company of fifteen (mostly his family and Marshall’s) to Sandy Creek in Guilford (now Randolph) County, North Carolina, where they immediately constituted themselves into a church.

Stearns and Marshal were passionate evangelists, incredibly energetic, not a little eccentric, and rather extreme in their employment of emotional appeals. Both itinerated widely, and they inspired many converts to do likewise. Despite the antagonism of the Regulars their growth was little short of phenomenal (pages 318-320).

It now seems likely that the Langston family came into the spiritual orbit of the famous Shubael Stearns IV. This is the context for Absalom’s brother Solomon donating land to establish the Langston Baptist Church in Laurens County, South Carolina. Absalom’s son Nathan would have heard the great Shubael preach as a child, inspiring his own call to ministry later. The marriage of Nathan’s son to a grandchild of a brother of Shubael IV, is an indication that these families were close.
6. Shubael Stearns IV was clearly one of the founding fathers of the Southern Baptist Church. Of particular interest to me is the way that Stearns’ Calvinist background influenced his work as a Baptist church organizer. He formed the Sandy Creek Association which limited the autonomy of local congregations and grounded them in a Presbytery-like identity. His church also created leadership roles for women as “eldresses” and “deaconesses.” Martha Marshall, sister of Shubael and John Stearns, was a particularly eloquent speaker. The preamble of the Sandy Creek Association also reflects the theological emphasis of Calvinism referring to election by grace, effectual calling by the Holy Spirit, and perseverance of the saints. Calvinism is a common thread found in my ancestors of the French Huguenot, English Puritan, Scottish Covenanter, Scots Irish Dissenter, New England Congregationalist, and the American frontier Presbyterian and Baptist traditions.
7. The D.A.R. Library also had some fascinating information about my Bennett family line. The family line of Christian Bennett who married Absalom Langston, dates from the earliest settlement of colonial Virginia. Her ancestor, John Bennet, arrived in Virginia sometime between 1609 and 1618. John was in Virginia prior to the arrival of his son Thomas Bennet in 1618. In 1624 Thomas married Ann Pierce who had also arrived in 1618, one of the first group of women to arrive in the colony. In 1625 Ann testified before the Governor’s Council in an inquest into the death of an indentured servant named Elizabeth Abbott. She told of finding this woman, who was the servant of her neighbor, after she had been horribly beaten. After nursing her wounds she and Thomas returned the woman to the neighbor as the law required. Her testimony was very courageous because the neighbor, John Proctor, was a powerful member of the Governor’s Council. Other servants described how the woman had received hundreds of lashes from a whip with fish hooks attached to tear human flesh. I later found the complete record of the inquest at The Library of Virginia in Richmond. The Bennett family was well established in Isle of Wight County in Virginia. I also discovered that the Bennetts were closely connected with the Maugham/Mangham family in the Isle of Wight. The Bennett line flows into the Langstons through Agnes Maugham/Mangham (1712-1740) who married John Langston (1710-1790) and Christian and Sarah Bennett who married John’s sons Absalom and Solomon. 
8. The new information about the Bennett and Maugham/Mangham families also throws new light on the early years of the Langstons in America. Some years ago my cousin Gigi Langston Cooley found a paper written by Howard R. Langston, Jr. in 1982 which connects the Carolina Langstons to a Langston family in Virginia. I have not been willing to endorse this connection for several reasons. While there was some documentation on the Virginia Langstons and many records for the Carolina Langstons, the evidence linking them looked very weak. My other reason for skepticism was that these families represented two very different profiles. The Virginia Langstons were clearly part of the wealthy aristocracy of the colony. They were well connected to the Anglican establishment of the Tidewater planters and like most Virginia aristocrats had small families. The Carolina Langstons on the other hand were part of the Scots Irish culture of the Carolina back country, had large families and were devout Baptists. As a result I have been working on the assumption that the Langstons may have arrived in the Carolinas in the 1740s as part of the Scots Irish migration from Ireland or North Britain. During my trip to Ireland last March I found some records for Langston families there but no clear link to anyone immigrating to America. However the new information about the Bennett and Maugham/Mangham families establishes a strong link between the Virginia Langstons and the Carolina Langstons that was previously missing. John Langston’s marriage to Agnes Maugham/Mangham in 1730 took place in the area of Isle of Wight County where the Bennett, Langston, and Maugham/Mangham families were well established. In fact, Agnes’ death about 1740 may have been one of the reasons for his leaving Virginia. But her death does not account for the huge disconnect between John Langston, member of the Virginia aristocracy and John Langston, backcountry Baptist. The example of the Stearns may be the key to this transformation. George Whitfield, leading preacher of the Great Awakening, traveled through every colony, beginning in 1738, addressing huge gatherings everywhere he went. Church membership had declined to less than 20% of the population of the colonies by 1730. But the fortunes of the churches were changed by the Great Awakening resulting in large majorities of colonists becoming churched. Baptist churches in the South were the largest beneficiaries of this movement. The Great Awakening may have been the catalyst for the Langstons and Richard and Anne Bennett (parents of Christian and Sarah) to make the same journey as the Stearns. The journey for the Langstons and Bennetts was short in geographical terms but it represented a huge cultural shift.
9. It now appears that John Langston, father of Absalom and Solomon, was born in Isle of Wight County, Virginia in 1710. He married Agnes Maugham/Mangham in 1730 and she died about ten years later. He moved to North Carolina about 1745 and married Elizabeth Persons. He moved to South Carolina about 1769 and died there in 1790. His father John Langston was born in Nansemond County, Virginia in 1660, married Ann Vann in 1709, and died in New Kent County, Virginia in 1747. His father was also John Langston, born in England in 1620 and died in Virginia 1694. His wife was Katherine Mountford, born in England 1620 and died in Virginia in 1699. I found references to the first John Langston in the records of the Governor’s Council of Virginia. He received a land grant of 1600 acres in 1672 which he apparently abandoned later. He was implicated in Bacon’s Rebellion. He apparently served as an officer for the rebels who opposed policies that favored the interests of wealthy planters. He surrendered to colonial authorities in 1676 when the rebellion collapsed. A later record indicates that he was given permission to wear his sword. In 1680 he was chosen to represent New Kent County in the House of Burgesses. The House refused to seat him because of his earlier involvement in the rebellion. There is no record of the date of John Langston’s arrival in America. Howard Langston located John Langston records as early as 1635 which could refer to John’s father or to a different Langston altogether. At any rate it appears that the Langstons were in America much earlier than I had previously believed.
10. In a visit with the senior genealogist at the D. A. R. Library, I spoke of my connection to the Langstons. She then said, “I hope you are not part of the Langstons of South Carolina!” I told her I was and she explained that she is currently confronted with a major political controversy in the D. A. R. concerning the Revolutionary War heroine Dicey Langston. She said that there is unfortunately no historical evidence for any of Dicey’s exploits. This is not going down very well with the South Carolina D. A. R. chapters. She also said that there is no basis for claims that John Langston (1710-1790) fought in the Revolutionary War. He was too old to fight in that war. She added that Solomon has very solid credentials as a Revolutionary War soldier.

11. Another interesting connection between the Langstons and the Stearns is that members of both families were moving from North Carolina to South Carolina between 1765 and 1771. John Langston and his sons Absalom and Solomon were relocating during this time period. Shubael Stearns, the preacher, remained at Sandy Creek, North Carolina where his church association was based, but he was itinerating throughout the Carolinas and Virginia during these years. Shubael had three brothers, including John who migrated to South Carolina at the end of the 1760s. His brother-in-law, Daniel Marshall moved to Georgia in 1771. These migrations were probably the result of the political disturbances known as the Regulator movement. The Regulator movement was organized by small farmers in the Carolina backcountry to protect themselves from lawless elements in the absence of colonial authorities. Supporters of this movement had economic and political grievances against the Eastern aristocracy. These political disturbances and the repressive measures taken by the government beginning in 1768 caused many Baptists to seek new homes in other states. The Regulator movement was crushed by Governor Tyron’s militia at the Battle of Alamance on May 16, 1771 near Sandy Creek, NC. North Carolina Baptists suffered great reversals during these years of conflict and instability.

12. I found a research paper on the John Craig who came to America with John Huey on the Lord Dunluce in 1772. Significant information is provided about Craig’s land purchases and his children and grandchildren. Of particular interest for me was the fact that this researcher speculates that this John Craig may be the grandfather of the Alexander and Margaret Craig who were married to Agnes and John H. Huey in Mecklenburg County in 1804. No documentary evidence for this connection is cited.

13. A new document has come to light which suggests additional detail about the journey of John H. and Margaret Craig Huey from North Carolina to Illinois. An 1850 Randolph County Census record lists John and Margaret Huey and three grown children who were living with them, twin sons Alexander and William and their daughter Catherine. This record tells us for the first time that John and Margaret lived into their seventies. While we still do not know their dates of death, we now know that they lived twenty years after arriving in Illinois in the early 1830s. The other new information provided by this document is that their children Alexander, William, and Catherine were born in Tennessee. The date of birth of the twins (August 24, 1808) and Catherine (November 12, 1810) have been available to us through a Huey history written by Hazel Robb which was included in Kathryn Wuthnow’s book. This new information indicates that John H. and Margaret moved to Tennessee after the birth of their son John C. in North Carolina on December 25, 1804 and before the birth of their twin sons on August 24, 1808. They continued to live in Tennessee at least through November of 1810. Another piece of the story is provided by an 1860 Perry County census record of another of their sons, Samuel Huey. This record indicates that Samuel was born in Kentucky. Hazel Robb’s history places his birth on April 14, 1813. This means the family could have had a brief stay in Tennessee from 1808 through 1810 or stayed there as many as eight years from 1805 to 1813. They arrived in Kentucky sometime after November 1810 and before April of 1813. The same pattern emerges from 1850 Perry County census records for William Craig and Joseph Craig (presumably sons of Alexander Craig and Agnes Huey who were married the same day as John H. and Margaret). The record points to an 1808 birth for William Craig in Tennessee and an 1814 birth for Joseph Craig in Kentucky. 1830 Kentucky census records for Caldwell County, Kentucky list John Huey and Alexander Craig residing in the same township. Illinois records for John C. Huey’s service in the Blackhawk War establishes the family’s residence there by 1832. This would make their sojourn in Kentucky at least 17 years and as many as 22 years. The 1850 census record for John H. and Margaret Huey also offers a date and place of birth for Margaret which we have not previously known. It states that she was 68 years old (two years older than John H.) and that she was born in Ireland. The ages of the other family members on this record are all understated by 6-7 years. If we assume a similar adjustment for her this would make her date of birth about 1776.
14. I began the search for evidence to support the pedigree for my great grandfather William A. Hall which recently turned up on the internet (unsourced). Hall’s parents are listed as Jesse Hall (1793-1858) and Sarah Bryan (1791-1861). The Bryan name fits information reported by Kathryn Wuthnow that William Hall’s mother was related to William Jennings Bryan. An 1850 census record from Preston, Virginia lists a 21 year old William Hall in the household of 57 year old Jesse Hall, whose wife is Sarah, age 59. An 1860 census record from Preston, Virginia shows William A. Hall as head of household with his wife Cynthia, age 25, children Ashford, age 6, and Lafayette, age 2. There is also a 12 year old named Henry, whose last name I could not read. Also in the household is Sarah Hall, age 70. Cynthia was William Hall’s wife who died in 1867 before his marriage to Ann Gallahue in 1868. These documents provide strong evidence for the parentage of William A. Hall. An 1820 census record from Monongalia County, Virginia, lists a Jesse Hall with two dependents followed by a Nathan Hall. While only heads of household are named on this form, it does link Jesse Hall to Nathan Hall (1765-1827) who is listed as his father on pedigree charts. Nathan’s wife is listed as Elizabeth George, though I have found no documentary source for that. Nathan is also listed on an 1810 census record for Monongalia County, Virginia, with two dependants. The family is said to have been established in Duck Creek, Kent County, Delaware before 1724. They moved to Virginia before 1810. A quick look in the early Delaware state section of the D.A.R. Library indicated that there were Hall families in colonial Delaware by the early 18th century. The pedigree chart lists the father of Nathan Hall as Thomas Hall (1724-1772). A U. S. and International Marriage record lists a Thomas Hall, born in Delaware in 1724, married in 1756 in Delaware to Rebecca Story, born in England in 1730. There are Family Data Collection records which confirm Thomas Hall’s dates and Duck Creek, Delaware origin and list his father as John Hall. A number of pedigrees list Thomas’ father as Robert Hall, married to Elizabeth Spence, but none of them offer any sourcing. I have not yet found documentary sources that clearly connect Nathan Hall to Thomas Hall, but it is a reasonable possibility. Also of interest is the fact that Wilson County, Kansas where William Hall moved after the Civil War has a Duck Creek Township. It is intriguing to consider whether William Hall or his brother, Ashford, as early settlers, had something to do with the naming of this creek. If so, it could point to Duck Creek, Delaware as an ancestral home for the Hall family and support the possible connection between Nathan and Thomas Hall.
