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1. In the Library of Virginia in Richmond I looked through the Executive Journals of the Governor’s Council of Virginia. I was hoping to find information about Jean Bertrand’s appeal to the Governor of an unfavorable 1693 ruling by a Lancaster County Court which invalidated his ownership of a segment of the Belle Isle Plantation. I did not find a reference to this appeal. Since Lancaster County Tax Rolls indicate that he was taxed for the full 900 acres in 1699, he apparently succeeded in regaining the property. I don’t know if he accomplished this through a judicial process or through a financial settlement.

2. I was interested to note in the Executive Journals a petition from the Sittenbourne Parish which Bertrand served from 1688 to 1692. On June 14, 1694 the Sittenbourne Parish requested approval to realign the Parish boundary so that it would no longer include territory on both sides of the Rappahannock River. The council decided that the parish should not be divided unless it could be joined to another parish on the South side of the river. The Council was concerned that dividing the parish would damage its financial viability. This entry was my first information indicating that Bertrand was working both sides of the river during the time he served this parish. I visited the site of the parish church once again and noted the significant distance that Bertrand and his parishioners had to travel by boat to do the business of the parish.
3. I was able to make another visit to Belle Isle State Park which encompasses 700 acres of Bertrand’s 900 acre plantation. Barbara and I walked with my brother Gene and his wife Sachi to the site of the original plantation house and noted the progress on the construction of a new visitor center which had to be relocated when the foundation of the plantation house was discovered last year. We also stopped at St. Mary’s White Chapel where the rector took us through the church where Jean Bertrand’s family worshiped. For the first time I had the opportunity to see, handle, and photograph the silver chalice and paten dating from the 1660s which our ancestors would have used. These rare and valuable pieces are usually kept locked in a safe.
4. Gene and Sachi made a visit to Christ Church in Irvington, considered by many to be the finest surviving example of colonial Virginia church architecture. They discovered a plaque in the church museum which lists Jean Bertrand among the clergy who served this church in its early years. This is the first evidence that has come to my attention of Bertrand having a relationship with this church. Bertrand is not listed as a rector so he apparently assisted the rector or filled in during his absence. It is possible that Bertrand had a similar relationship with St. Mary’s White Chapel which is much closer to Belle Isle than Christ Church. The Christ Church plaque also states that Bertrand was buried at St. Mary’s White Chapel. Cemetery records for St. Mary’s White Chapel make no reference to a burial for Jean or Charlotte Bertrand. Other sources state that Bertrand was buried in an unmarked grave on the grounds of Belle Isle. I have been corresponding with the Christ Church archivist about Bertrand’s relationship with that parish. He has been reviewing Lancaster County records on Jean Bertrand. He now believes that both the Christ Church plaque and the St. Mary’s White Chapel list of rectors are wrong. He thinks that Bertrand was rector of St. Mary’s White Chapel and did not serve Christ Church. Bertrand may have served jointly with the Scots Irish Presbyterian, Andrew Jackson, who is listed as rector at both of these parishes from 1686-1710.

5. I was able to spend two days in Accomack County on Virginia’s Eastern Shore where the Ewell family arrived in America about 1665. James Ewell was 25 years of age and unmarried when he came to Accomack County. Some years later, James’ son Charles moved to Lancaster County, Virginia where he married Mary Ann, daughter of Jean and Charlotte Bertrand in 1710. I spent the better part of a day at the Accomack County Courthouse which has a wealth of original records about James Ewell and his sons. One of the records I was able to photograph was the complete text of the 1703 will of James Ewell. Charles is mentioned in the will but not as prominently as his brothers who were still living in Accomack County.
6. One of the interesting features of these records is the large number of lawsuits that were filed against James Ewell. Some were trivial such as his slaughtering someone else’s cow by mistake. Maybe we have a cattle rustler in the family after all. His wife, Ann, was reprimanded and required to apologize for saying something disrespectful about one of the judges. Most of the legal actions had to do with Ewell owing people money. Ewell was a builder and was much in demand a new colony where a great deal of construction was in progress. Because he built with bricks he was continually approached by people wanting to upgrade their wood frame structures. In a time when there was no such thing as “construction financing” the cash flow needed to buy materials and complete construction projects must have been a nightmare. There are dozens of cases in which Ewell is sued by his suppliers resulting in the court ordering that he pay his debt. It is also apparent that his wife was often in court on his behalf pointing out that he was finishing a job somewhere so he could repay his debt. There are also cases brought by Ewell against people who owed him money (i.e. tobacco which was the common currency), and depositions given by James and his wife, Ann, in cases in which they were not litigants. One of the court references is the announcement that Ewell would be building the first permanent courthouse for the county. This seems appropriate enough since it was sort of his “home away from home.”
7. One of the cases was filed against James’ son Charles. Charles’ mother spoke to explain that he could not appear because he had already moved to Lancaster County “across the bay.” The court eventually found this case to be without merit. This appears to be a frivolous suit filed by someone trying to take advantage of Charles not being present to defend himself. Reading these court records gives the impression that this was an even more litigious society than the one we live in today. Maybe this is what people did for entertainment in the days before movies, radio, and television.

8. I also found a variety of land transactions which involved James Ewell or Charles Ewell. I photographed an original deed for James’ purchase of land from Wony Maclaney on 22 February 1687 and a transcribed record of the deed for land James purchased from Dorothy Jarman in 1697. I photographed original deeds for two land sales by Charles Ewell to William Darter in 1705 and 1707 and a letter of attorney from Charles to William Darter in 1709. This is when Charles was liquidating his Accomack County holdings to relocate in Lancaster County. In a sad reminder of the slave system I photographed an original record of Charles registering two Negro boys for tax exemption purposes. 
9. At the Accomack Public Library an archivist introduced me to Ralph T. Whitelaw’s book Virginia’s Easter Shore which explores the history of land ownership in the region. Using this resource I was able to identify land owned by James Ewell and Charles Ewell. Both had tracts totaling 1,000 acres or more in the area just west of the present town of Parksley. Whitelaw’s book includes a map which shows the general location of these holdings. I photographed the map and pertinent passages from his book (A109 and A106 for Ewell holdings). I also made a quick drive through the area of their land holdings and photographed the terrain. The Eastern Shore is generally very flat and continues to be a good place for farming.
10. As a Presbyterian minister I am particularly intrigued by what I learned about the relationship between the Ewell family and Francis Makemy, a founding father of the  American Presbyterian Church. Makemy was an Irish born Presbyterian minister who settled on the Eastern Shore in 1687. He went into business with William Anderson of Onancock in Accomack County and married Anderson’s daughter, Naomi. Makemy spent most of the next decade traveling to manage extensive business interests. In 1698 his father-in-law died and Francis and Naomi became heirs of his large estate. He then registered with colonial authorities as a dissenting minister and received permission to hold serves in his personal residences. Ewell family members may well have attended some of these services since James Ewell was the grandson of a Puritan minister with strong Presbyterian convictions. As Francis turned his attention to ministry he began traveling again, speaking to Presbyterian gatherings in Maryland and colonies further north. He was a key player in organizing the first presbytery in America in Philadelphia in 1706. In 1707 he was arrested for preaching in New York without a license. He was tried and acquitted in what is still considered a landmark case for establishing religious liberty in America. There can be no doubt that the Ewells knew the Makemys because both were connected to the wealthy Anderson family. Charles Ewell’s older brother, Mark, married William Anderson’s niece, a first cousin of Naomi Makemy. The paths of the Ewells and Makemys also crossed in the Accomack County Courthouse on 9 February 1698. Francis and Naomi Makemy appeared in court to defend themselves in a suit filed against them as executors of Naomi’s father’s estate. The next case on the docket happened to be one of the many court appearances by James Ewell. I have a photograph of this original record. After watching the Makemys lose their case, James Ewell put up a successful defense in his.
