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I traveled to Scotland, August 7 - 27, 2001. In preparation for this trip I was interested in learning what I could about the Scottish roots of the Huey's. I was helped in this process by the research of Kathryn and Joel Wuthnow and conversations with Bob Wuthnow and Gene Lee. Unfortunately the available information linking the Huey's to Scotland is very limited. The Huey who emigrated is believed to have been named John as were his father and grandfather. His mother is believed to have been a Sloan. He may have been the John Hughey who arrived on a ship in Charles Town, South Carolina, in 1773. My brother, Gene, remembers our grandfather, Robert Huey, saying that the family did not come from the adventurous Scottish highlands where they wore kilts (as Gene had hoped) but from the lowlands to the South. The family has believed that the Huey's were identified with the Scottish Covenanter movement.

One of the problems in researching our Scottish famly connections is that Huey is not a Scottish name. The closest Scottish name I was able to identify is Huie. Bob Wuthnow raised with me the possibility of a connection between the names Howie and Huey. This was an interesting idea because Howie was a prominent name among the Scottish Covenanters. Bob also brought to my attention Covenanter sites in Scotland related to the Howie's. I subsequently found an internet web site, home.btclick.com/howie.genes, which indicated that at least some Howie's believe that they are part of the same family as the Huie's. It was suggested that the spelling varied depending on which scribe happened to be recording names. The same web site indicated that the region of Ayrshire and areas just north of it had been the ancestral home of the Howie's/Huie's since the 12th century. The discovery that Ayrshire is in the Southwest of Scotland and that it was a hotbed of Covenanter activity convinced me that it would be the best place to look for Huey roots.

With this information in hand we adjusted our Scotland itinerary to spend the final two days of our trip in the Ayrshire region. Before arriving in Ayrshire we were directed to a geneological research office near the Church of the Holy Rude in Stirling. We had a long visit with a researcher who was thrilled to meet some Americans who were not trying to establish a link to William Wallace of Braveheart fame. This researcher confirmed the probable connection between Huie and Howie. He advised that we pay no attention to spelling, but pay a great deal of attention to similar sounds. It was common to have multiple spellings in an oral culture where most people did not read or write. There can also be variations in the pronunciation of names spelled the same way. He directed us to The Surnames of Scotland by George Fraser Black, published by the New York Public Library. The entry for Howie included the following:

From same place name in Ayrshire. Archibald Howie was burgess of Glasgow in 1625. There is no proof for the local Ayrshire tradition that the Howies of Ayrshire came from a family of Waldensians who took refuge in Scotland. Best known Howie in Scotland history is John Howie, 1736-1793, of Lochgoin, author of The Scots Worthies. Some Howies also found in Aberdeenshire in the 16th and 17th Century.

The entry for Huie was as follows:

Argylleshire surname, an abridged form of Macilghuie or Macilguie, from Mac Gille ahjuibh, "son of the black lad." Found in Aberdeenshire at the end of the 16th Century.

The archivist stated that Sloan was an unusal name in Scotland. He then looked it up on is computer and revised his assertion. It is not unusal in Ayrshire. He felt that the Howie connection was the best place to look. He recommended that we look for people who have done geneological work on the Howies. He also suggested that we look for passenger lists as these are now gradually coming onto the internet. We should not rule out Irish ports because there was a lot of traffic back and forth from Scotland to Ireland and relationships were close in the 18th century. He agreed that the indicators made Ayrshire the most likely place to look (i.e., Howie ancestral home, Sloan connection, Covenanter connection, and memory of southern part of Scotland). He felt the name was most likely Gaelic in origin.

Our first stop in Ayrshire was The Dick Institute in Kilmarnock where I spent three hours looking at parish records of marriages, births, and christenings. I was hoping to find a marriage between a John Howie and a Sloan, but did not. I did find six John Howies with fathers named John Howie born between 1742 and 1753. Four had mothers who were named in the records (none were Sloans). They were from the parishes of Kilwinning, Irvine, Dunlop, and Stevenson. Two were from the parish of Craigie with no mothers listed. The possibility of a Sloan mother for the Craigie John Howies led us to check out the Craigie parish cemetery. There we found a prominent stone for a John Sloan who was born in 1802. The presence of Sloans in the very small parish 50 years after the births of the John Howies I was tracing was quite intriguing. Some further research on Sloan's in Craigie might be interesting. The Craigie Inn located adjacent to the Parish Church and cemetery looked like a charming place to stay.

According to one of the biographers of John Knox, this tiny village played a pivotal role in the Scottish Reformation. In the year 1559 John Knox had just returned to Scotland after a long period of exile. Within a few weeks he was caught in a trap. The Regent of Scotland, the mother of Mary Queen of Scots, had summoned Knox and a group of 40 Reformation preachers to explain their activities. After they arrived at Perth, word leaked out that the Regent was gathering a force of 18,000 soldiers (mostly French) to take the town and arrest Knox and his colleagues, therby ending the Reformation. Knox sent letters out to his supporters appealing for help. One of the places where such a letter was read was the little Parish Kirk at Craigie. Leaders from surrounding towns and villages came together to hear Knox's plea for help. Even though it seemed that they could never reach Perth in time, a group of 2,500 Ayrshire men responded. They made a forced march, traveling around the clock, avoiding the roads and bridges which were controlled by the Regent's forces. They arrived in Perth just two hours before the trap was sprung. They were the only force that arrived in time to help. Their presence made all the difference. It meant that the Regent could not destroy the Reformation without paying a price. The arrest of John Knox would require a bloody engagement. The French were not prepared to take casualties, so the Regent was forced to sue for peace. Because the Ayrshire men put their lives on the line the Scottish Reformation survived and flourished.

We visited two churches because of their Covenanter connections. The Galston church had Covenanter monuments but the gravestones were not well maintained. We had an interesting visit with the pastor and an elder. The elder was quite curious about our research as he was engaged in tracing family members who went to America and dropped out of sight. When we mentioned the Huey/Huie/Howie connection, he said, "In this town the Howies pronounce their name `Hooey'." When I told Gene of this later, he remembered our father, Leonard Huey, telling him many years ago that in Scotland we were called the "Hooeys." When Gene asked why this was, Leonard answered, "Because our ancestors were so strong that when they hit someone in the stomach, all they could say was 'Hooey!! ' " Since it was said in a frivolous manner Gene never took it seriously. The discovery of this "similar sound" may be the most important finding of the trip.

The most interesting site for Covenanter history was Fenwick, which the locals pronounce "Fennick." The 17th century church has a well maintained cemetery with green markers on the Covenanter graves, some of which were Howies. Inside the church were displayed the Bible of a famous martyr from 1680, the town battle flag carried into several Covenanter battles of the 17th century, and the 1643 call of the pastor with all members signing, including some Howies. The Howies were among those who could not sign for themselves. Only the nobles could sign their own names. The battle flag was also very interesting. It was inscribed, "Phinick For God
Country and Covenanted Work of Reformation." The standard inscription would have been, "For God, King, Country." "King" had been whited out to create a blank space on the banner. These Covenanters were not just lovers of religious freedon. They were rebels!

We visited with the pastor and a number of church members who gave us specific instructions to the Lockgoin farm, which is thought to have been operated by Howies since the 12th century. It was never owned by the Howies; they were always tenent farmers. The last Howie farmer retired in 1964 and it is now farmed by a relative no longer bearing the name Howie. The farmhouse is believed to have been occupied by Howies since 1175. It was the home of John Howie, author of The Scots Worthies. The farm was a hideout for Covenanters during the killing times of the late 17th century. At that time it was surrounded by bogs and only the Howies knew the fastest ways in and out. Covenanters on the run could be spirited in and out to avoid the authorities who were hunting them. The lowlanders had a sense of adventure, too, even though they didn't wear kilts. The house contains a one-room Covenanter museum. A monument to the author of The Scots Worthies sits on a hill fifty yards from the house. The view from this hill has to be the best in Ayrshire, with mountains in one direction and the sea view of the Firth of Clyde and Isle of Arran and the Alisa Craig in another. The Howies of Lochgoin family tree since the early 1600's was posted in the museum. Alas, we are not on it. But who knows about the long history prior to 1600? The people I visited with in Fenwick were very familiar with the Howie's of Lochgoin and they pronounced the name Howie as it is spelled and not as "Hooey."

According to Howie legend there were three Howie brothers who came to Ayrshire in the 12th century. Tradition says that one brother settled in Lochgoin, another in Newton Mearns (now part of Glasgow), and the third in the tiny village of Craigie (where I found the Sloan grave and two John Howie births with no mother identified). One legend says that the Howie's were Normans brought in by King David of Scotland to install feudalism. There was, in fact, some Norman settlement in Southwest Scotland during the 12th century. Another legend, which is especially interesting, says that they were Waldensians fleeing religious persecution in France.

The Waldensians originated in Lyons, France, in the 12th century. They emphasized teaching the Christian faith to the common people, reading the Bible in the vernacular, eliminating the distinction between clergy and laity, permitting women to preach, and refusing to obey popes and bishops. They were condemned by two popes and by the Third Lateran Council in 1179, and were targets of the Inquisition. Fleeing to Scotland would have made sense for them because the Popes had little control over the Scottish church in the 12th century, and the Inquisition never made it to Scotland. This legend suggests that the Huey family has been in conflict with the Popes for 850 years. This somehow seems consistent with the family trait of stubbornness.

In conclusion, the Huey/Howie/Hooey connection appears to be a very promising possibility for our Scottish family roots. This is an ancient Scottish peasant family prominently connected to the Reformation and the Covenanter movement, with a clearly identified ancestral home region in the Southwest part of Scotland. The fact that the name "John" was so frequently passed on from one generation of Howie's to the next fits the pattern of our Huey ancestors, though this makes it more difficult to trace specific people.

All of the Ayrshire sites that I visited are located within 30 minutes' drive of the Glasgow airport. It is a rich agricultural area with beautiful rolling hills. Craigie is a very small village of a few hundred. Fenwick has a population of about 1,200. Galston and Kilmarnock are larger towns of perhaps 15,000-20,000 people. 

