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Introduction:


My understanding of James Ewell, my first Ewell ancestor in America, has been greatly enhanced by the research of Joyce Browning on James’ wife, Anne White Ewell. This research indicates that Anne married James Ewell after settling the estate of her previous husband (probably Rowland White) in Virginia about 1671. It also shows that Anne had a son, Thomas White, by her first husband and had close relationships with Henry Haile, Ambrose White, Robert Mason, and Amey Anderson Waddelow Fowkes/Fookes (two of her daughters were named after Amey’s daughters). These various relationships suggest that Anne’s maiden name may have been Mason.

Of particular interest to me is the fact that the close relationship between the Ewell and Anderson families indicates that the Ewells were also connected to the Reverend Francis Makemie, one of the founders of the Presbyterian Church in the American colonies. Makemie came to America from Ireland in 1683 and married a granddaughter of Amey Anderson Waddelow Fowkes, Naomi Anderson. The date of the marriage is a matter of some debate but probably took place about 1697 (Richard Uhrbrock, Francis Makemie, The Colonial Genealogist, volume viii, no. 3, 1971). In a visit to Accomack County in November of 2008, I found additional records which further illumine this intricate web of relationships.
1. Garrett Anderson settled in Accomack County, Virginia before 1640 when he is listed as a landowner in the County near Naswatocka Creek (Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of VA Land Patents and Grants, 1623-1666, vol. 1; Patent Book No. 1, part II, page 19). He was married to Amey Pritchett and died in 1648 (Seventeenth Century Colonial Ancestors, Vol. II, Supplement II, page 1). Unsourced pedigrees list his birth in Cambridge, England in 1598 and his marriage to Amey taking place 1638-1640. Garrett Anderson’s will is as follows:
To my eldest son, Peter Anderson when 21 [years of age], 200 acres out of the 400 acres divided I am now seated upon, he to have his choice of which 200 acres he wants. And his mother-in-law (step-mother) during her widowhood to have the now dwelling house and land, and to act as his overseer as he comes to age. In case his mother in-law (step-mother) should marry, then he to learn a trade. To my son Peter, one fowlingpiece without a mussle, 23 pounds of powder and 12 pounds of shot, and a Bible. To my son-in-law (step son) Richard Prickett, when 21, one heifer, and 100 acres where my wife shall find it convenient, she to build him a 25 foot long house. My beloved wife Amey Anderson extrx. and resid. legatee. Witness: Leining Denwood (Northampton Co. Deeds, Wills, etc. III, No. 3, 1645-1651, p. 163).
This will indicates that Garrett Anderson and Amey Pritchett both had children by previous marriages who had not yet reached adulthood.

2. The children of Garrett and Amey Pritchett Anderson were William Anderson (1645-1698), Amey Anderson Parker Barons (born circa 1647), and Patience Anderson Nock (born circa 1648). After Garrett’s death, Amey Pritchett Anderson married Nicholas Waddelow (1610-1660?) and they had two daughters. Temperance Waddelow Mason Hope was born circa 1650 and Comfort Waddelow White Scott was born circa 1654. About 1660 Amey Pritchett Anderson Waddelow married Thomas Fowkes who died in 1673. Amey and her daughters Patience Nock and Temperance Mason are named in a document issued by Thomas Fowkes in 1672 assigning land to the daughters and their husbands. I have a digital photo of this original document from the Accomack County archives. Amey Pritchett Anderson Waddelow Fowkes died in 1678 (Joyce Browning research).
3. There is abundant information on William Anderson from a variety of sources. His first wife (first name unknown) was from a prominent family in Accomack County. Her father was John Wise and her mother was Hannah Scarburgh. The Wise and Scarburgh families were also landowners in the county by 1640 (Cavaliers and Pioneers). William and his first wife had two daughters Naomi and Comfort, who were very young when their mother died. William then married Mary Renny, widow of John Renny. After this marriage Anderson purchased the Renny plantation at Pocomoke near the Maryland border which had been left to a nephew of John Renny. Anderson then moved his family to Pocomoke and acquired a significant amount of adjoining land. William Anderson was one of the largest landowners in the county and a very successful merchant.
4. Amy Anderson Parker Barons was born about 1647. Her first husband was John Parker who served as security for James Ewell in 1669 after James arrived in Virginia (Joyce Browning research). Her second husband must have been a man named Barons because she is addressed as “sister Barons” in the 1698 will of her brother William Anderson. Four of Amy’s sons are mentioned in her brother’s will; Anderson, Thomas, Matthew, and William Parker. Patience Anderson Nock was born about 1648 and married William Nock. She is identified as “sister Nock” in her brother’s 1698 will and no other husband has yet surfaced for her. Temperance Waddelow Mason Hope was born about 1650. Her first husband was Robert Mason who died about 1678. Her children appear to be the product of her second marriage to George Hope. Her son William Hope was named after his uncle William Anderson who left land to this nephew in his will. Temperance’s three daughters were given the feminine names which were so common in her family; Temperance, Patience, and Comfort. Her daughter Temperance first married Bennet Scarburgh and later William Kitchin. Patience married Griffith Savage. Comfort’s first husband was Mark Ewell, son of Anne White Ewell and brother of Charles Ewell who moved to Lancaster County. After Mark’s death in 1727, Comfort married Robert Justice. A family file pedigree at the Accomack County Library lists two additional sons in this family, Thomas (died 1734) and George (died 1714). Comfort Waddelow White Scott was born about 1654. She first married Ambrose White who seems to have been related in some way to Anne White Ewell (Joyce Browning research). By the time of her brother’s death in 1698 she was married to a man whose last name was Scott. 
5. I have a digital photo of a transcription of William Anderson’s will which is filed in the Accomack County archives. His wife, daughters, granddaughters, sisters, and nephews are provided for through his large estate. William’s daughter Naomi and her husband, the Reverend Francis Makemie, are named executors and receive some 2400 acres of land including the home plantation of Pocomoke. His daughter Comfort and her husband Elias Taylor also receive a generous allotment of land. A 500 acre tract called Fookes Choice in Somerset County, Maryland is divided between William’s daughter Comfort and his nephew William Hope. It is reasonable to assume that this land may have come to Anderson through his mother’s fourth husband Thomas Fowkes. Another 400 acres of land is given to William Anderson’s nephew, Anderson Parker, son of Amy Anderson Parker Barons. One of the witnesses to the will was Sara M. Pritchet who bore the surname of the first husband of William Anderson’s mother.
6. It seems likely that Francis Makemie was in business with his wealthy father-in-law before and after his marriage to Naomi. Virginia law did not permit the organization of congregations other than the state sponsored Anglican churches. Makemie fashioned an informal ministry of identifying and encouraging Calvinist groups as he traveled on business through Virginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, and Barbados. Later he traveled further afield visiting Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, and Massachusetts. In 1699 Makemie registered as a dissenting minister in Accomack County and was given permission to hold services at his personal residences. Worshipers at his services were excused from the requirement to attend the services of their Anglican parish. I have a photograph of this record from the Accomack County archives. In 1701 Makemie purchased land on the Assawan Branch and built a water and grist mill. Accomack County needed such facilities and offered generous tax deductions to citizens who would build them. This gave Makemie a welcome opportunity to reduce his tax obligation to support the local Anglican church (Nora Miller Turman, The Eastern Shore of Virginia). In 1727 this mill was purchased from Makemie’s daughter Ann by Solomon Ewell, brother of the Charles Ewell who moved to Lancaster County.  Solomon had just become the second husband of Ann’s aunt, Comfort Anderson Taylor (Nora Miller Turman and Gladys Lee Hamilton, “The Daughter of Francis Makemie,” The Colonial Genealogist). Solomon thus became the second of Anne White Ewell’s sons to marry a granddaughter of Amey Pritchett Anderson Waddelow Fowkes. Both granddaughters happened to be named Comfort. The Ewells and the Andersons were closely connected.
7. L. P. Bowen did considerable research in the adjoining counties of Accomack in Virginia and Somerset in Maryland for a historical novel on Francis Makemie and the origins of the Presbyterian Church published in 1885 (The Days of Makemie). He identified an Eastern Shore Presbyterian network in these two counties centering on William Stevens in Somerset County, Maryland. Stevens was one of the three judges of the court of the newly formed Somerset County in 1666. He continued in that role until his death in 1687. The 1649 Act Concerning Religion provided a significant degree of religious freedom in Maryland which had been organized in 1634 as a Catholic settlement. In 1672 Somerset County Commissioners gave permission for Presbyterian services to be held at Stevens’ Rehoboth plantation, Daniel Custis’ plantation in Anamessicks, Christopher Nutter’s home in Manoakin, and Thomas Roe’s plantation in Wiccomcomoco (Patricia Taylor, Religion on the Eastern Shore: The Foundation of Original Presbyterianism in Old Somerset). The services at Rehoboth were, by 1680, the focal point of the Presbyterian network whose leaders included Stevens, his son-in-law John White (commissioner and sheriff of Somerset), and Ambrose White (married to Comfort Waddelow and owner of land in Virginia) from the Maryland side. Bowen also identifies the Anderson and Taylor families as the key players in the network from the Virginia side (though both also owned land in Maryland). They lived close enough to the Maryland border to travel to Rehoboth for Presbyterian services which they could not legally attend at that time in Virginia. In 1680 Stevens wrote a letter to the Presbytery of Laggan in Ireland asking that a Presbyterian minister be sent to the Eastern Shore. The minutes of Laggan Presbytery for December 29, 1680 describe Stevens’ communication in these words:

Colonel Stevens from Maryland beside Virginia his desire of a godly minister is presented to us. The meeting will consider it seriously and do what they can in it (I. Marshall Page. The Life Story of Francis Makemie, page 43).
The description of Stevens being “from Maryland beside Virginia” indicates that it was clearly understood that Stevens was part of a network which embraced the border region of two colonies. In 1683 the newly ordained Francis Makemie arrived in response to this request and lived initially with Stevens at Rehoboth Plantation from which he could minister to people on both sides of the border. Bowen also gives a list of families worshiping on Makemie’s Pocomoke plantation in Accomack County after 1699 when the county granted permission for services to be held there. These include Taylors, Hamiltons, Littletons, Brittinghams, Parkers, Fookses, Custises, Poulsons, Middletons, Hopes, Sanfords, Jollies, Kemps, Robinsons, Barretts, Boggses, Wises, and Corbins. While the Ewells are not named in Bowen’s book, their close relationship with the Andersons places them squarely in this group which welcomed Francis Makemie to America in 1683 and worshiped at his Virginia residences after 1699. This association is also consistent with the Ewell Puritan/Presbyterian family history in Kent County, England.
8. L. P. Bowen’s book identifies Ambrose White’s residence as an estate just north of the St. Martin River in Somerset County, Maryland, called “Happy Entrance,” which he purchased from William Stevens in 1679. Virginia records show that Ambrose also had major land holdings in Accomack County; 450 acres granted in 1672 and 2,000 acres acquired in 1674. Bowen does not draw any conclusion about the relationship between Ambrose White and Sheriff John White except to say they were both “Presbyterian” and their land was in the same area of Somerset county. John White had 1500 acres called “Buckingham,” which he purchased from Stevens in 1681. Stevens had acquired Buckingham in 1668 and named it after his county of origin in England, Buckinghamshire. John White is also described in the Register of Maryland’s Heraldic Families (page 223). He was born in Bedfordshire, England in 1624, the son of Thomas White and Elizabeth Fisher. He emigrated to America between 1644 and 1650. He was named in the will of his brother Thomas who remained in England. He married Sarah Stevens, daughter of William Stevens and died in Somerset County in 1685. With a father and brother named Thomas, he could well be a brother of Rowland White and a paternal uncle of Anne White Ewell’s son, Thomas White (born about 1668).
9. Joyce Browning has noted that Thomas White is named in the will of Robert Mason in 1677. This suggests that Anne may have been the sister of Robert Mason. Mason family parish records from Haddenham, Cambridgeshire, England offer a possible identity for Anne White Ewell. On 19 June 1627 Edward Mason married Sarah Stacey in Fen Drayton Parish. Baptism records for their children are as follows: Edward (born 1629), Sarah (born 1638), Ann (born 2 January 1643), Elizabeth (born 1644), and Robert (born 1647). This family is a promising match for Anne White Ewell. The research of Thomas Jefferson Ewell has identified court documents in which James Ewell reported his year of birth as 1641 and Anne’s year of birth as 1646. Robert Mason’s possible birth in Cambridgeshire in 1647 fits well with his wife Temperance Waddelow who was born about 1650. Cambridgeshire was a major center of Puritan activity and has also been listed as the possible birthplace of Garrett Anderson. Cavaliers and Pioneers lists a land patent for Ann Mason in Virginia in 1663 (Volume 1, page 444).

10. An old Ewell family file in the Accomack County Library includes a pedigree of the Ewell family which begins with James Ewell and his wife, Anne. Seven children are listed. Mark (died 1727) married Comfort Hope (granddaughter of Amey Pritchett Anderson Waddelow Fowkes). After Mark’s death she married Robert Justice. Patience is listed next with no spouse. Anne is shown as the wife of Joseph Glading. Solomon is listed with a blank line for wife with year of death as 1728. Comfort is shown as wife of Edmund Tatham and 1723 as year of death. Charles is listed with the notation “moved to Lancaster County.” George is shown as unmarried, dying in 1728. These are also the children named in James Ewell’s will. Thomas Jefferson Ewell’s research states that James and Anne Ewell had another son, James, who was not named in the will. He may have moved to Princess Anne County. This research also cites the possibility of a son by the name of Thomas, also not mentioned in the will. This probably refers to the Thomas White identified in Joyce Browning’s research as the oldest child of Anne Ewell by her first husband, thought to be Rowland White.
11. Thomas Jefferson Ewell’s research includes George Ewell’s Accomack County will which was proved 7 May 1728. No wife or children are mentioned. He left half of his plantation to his sister Ann Glading. He also made bequests to his niece, Tabitha Gray, cousin Comfort Young, sister Comfort Tatham, sister-in-law Comfort Ewell (widow), brother Solomon Ewell, Thomas O. Rew, Matilda Lewis, Anne Lewis, Anne Tatham, cousin Naomi Ewell, and Margaret Peal.

12. Various records make clear that the Custis family was also part of the Ewell/Anderson web. Joanna Custis married Amey Pritchett Anderson Waddelow Fowkes’ grandson, William Hope. Edmund Custis was also a close friend and business associate of William Anderson who is mentioned in Anderson’s will. Francis and Naomi Anderson Makemie were named executors of Edmund Custis’ will and were given responsibility for the education of his minor children. I have not yet learned the relationship between Joanna Custis, Edmund Custis, and the Daniel Custis who hosted Presbyterian services on his Maryland plantation.
13. The Life Story of Reverend Francis Makemie by I. Marshall Page indicates that Makemie acquired two trading posts on the Western Shore of Virginia about 1698 for use with his Barbados trading operations (page 166). Page reports that Makemie visited these stores with some frequency. One of these was on the Rappahannock River near Wormley’s Creek in present day Urbanna, Virginia. This was just across the river from Belle Isle, the plantation of the Reverend Jean Bertrand (1653-1701) whose daughter, Mary Ann, married Charles Ewell, son of James Ewell in 1710. This information suggests that Makemie and Bertrand (rector of St. Mary’s White Chapel in Lancaster County) were acquainted. The marriage of Bertrand’s daughter into the Ewell/Anderson web a few years later suggests that they had a positive relationship. It is well known that Makemie was trying to build relationships with low church Anglican clergy and the Huguenot Bertrand, who emigrated from London in 1688, would certainly fit into that category. Bertrand’s colleague, Andrew Jackson (rector at Christ Church in Lancaster County) was a Scottish Presbyterian who would have had much in common with Makemie. Joyce Browning’s research shows that the Bertrands had another early connection to the Ewell/Anderson web. Anne White Ewell’s son Thomas White became a neighbor of the Bertrands prior to Charles Ewell moving to Lancaster County.
Conclusion:


An analysis of the nature of the “Presbyterian web” which centered on William Stevens and William Anderson raises intriguing questions. The evidence suggests that at least some of these families were moving closer to the Virginia/Maryland border to exploit the opportunity for Presbyterian style worship on the Maryland side. Some were becoming landowners in both colonies. Their religious gatherings (conducted without benefit of clergy) were in place more than ten years before Francis Makemie arrived in response to their invitation. Those who lived in Virginia were also required to attend Anglican services. Records indicate that even though William Stevens lived in Maryland he, too, maintained his Anglican church identity. It would be more accurate to call Stevens and his friends a Presbyterian/Anglican web. 


These families may have been part of the Puritan community of Virginia which had been in place since the early years of Jamestown. The influence of Puritan clergy in Virginia began to wane with the Anglican uniformity law which was enacted in Virginia in the early 1630s. When Governor Berkeley arrived in Virginia in 1642 he banned Puritan clergy from the colony. Over the next few years some Virginia Puritans moved to New England, but 300 Puritans (including some ministers) relocated to the Eastern Shore of southern Maryland. From there they were in position to serve the Puritan friendly segment of the population of Accomack County, Virginia (George P. Hays, Presbyterians, pages 62-63, and David Hackett Fischer, Albion’s Seed, pages 233-235). It is reasonable to conclude that the Ewell/Anderson web was part of this Puritan religious minority community which would have been strengthened by the arrival of new Puritan immigrants from England after the coronation of Charles II in 1661 and the resulting purge of Puritan and Presbyterian leaning ministers from the Church of England. The choice of the names Patience, Temperance, and Comfort for women in the Ewell/Anderson web would seem to confirm this Puritan identity. These were typical “virtue” names given to Puritan women in New England (George Redmonds, Christian Names in Local and Family History, pages 153-154).


It is also interesting that while Francis Makemie helped found congregations he was never tied to a particular congregation in the way that a Presbyterian minister in Ireland or Scotland would have been. He was part missionary/church statesman and part businessman. His activities, which included extensive travel through the colonies and two trips to Great Britain, were largely financed by the wealthy members of the Presbyterian/Anglican web that welcomed him to America. Because he was so well assimilated into that web of family and business relationships he became by the end of his life one of the wealthiest men in Accomack County. So much of what he did was political in nature. He met with the governor of Virginia to appeal for religious liberty. He confronted the governor of New York who put him in jail and ordered him to stand trial for preaching without a license. When Makemie won his case in court the New York governor forced him to pay for the trial. Makemie wrote a tract which exposed the abuses of the governor who was subsequently removed from his post. Makemie courted the leaders of the church in New England, Increase and Cotton Mather, through letters, gifts, and visits. He was one of the founders and first moderator of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, established in 1706 as the first Presbyterian ecclesiastical body in America.

I suspect that Makemie was influenced by this Eastern Shore spiritual community in a fundamental way. Neither his upbringing in the marginalized Presbyterian Church of Ireland nor his education at the University of Glasgow during the “Killing Times” in Scotland could have prepared him for the kind of ministry that he had in America. He learned from his wealthy American backers how to move in the halls of power and be an effective advocate of a Calvinist spiritual vision. The Presbyterian/Anglican web that assimilated this Irish preacher seems to have functioned in ways that are similar to the aristocratic English Puritans who controlled Parliament in the early years of the English Civil War in the 1640s. It was these Puritan Parliamentarians who convened the Westminster Assembly to write a confession of faith to unite the Church of England and the Church of Scotland as a single Presbyterian body. Their plan did not succeed but the Scots adopted the Westminster Confession anyway.

There is in fact an interesting parallel between the assimilation of this Irish born preacher and that of Robert Ewell, an Anglican minister with Puritan/Presbyterian leanings in the English county of Kent. During his years at Corpus Christi College at Cambridge in the 1590s, Ewell met a young minister from a prominent family in Kent named John Boys. The Boys family were leaders in the Puritan/Presbyterian movement in England. Ewell became a protégé of Boys. Since Boys held the patronage of the Barfreston parish in Kent he was in position to employ Ewell as rector of that congregation in 1608. Later Boys passed the patronage of the parish to his protégé. John Boys was a well known preacher and Puritan canon of Canterbury Cathedral. Once again through Boys’ influence Ewell was named one of the Six Preachers of Canterbury in 1624 for which he received a house and additional income. The assimilation process was complete when Robert Ewell’s son Edward married John Boys’ cousin Catherine Boys in 1640. Catherine’s father Edward Boys was a member of the Long Parliament which went to war against Charles I in 1640. When Parliament forces took control of Dover Castle in 1642, Boys became the governor of the castle with his son-in-law Edward Ewell managing the castle as clerk. Edward Ewell was obviously a man of some ability since he was also appointed registrar for the Cinque Ports, effectively managing the five ports which received goods and travelers from France. He held these posts for ten years. Whether or not James Ewell was the son of Edward Ewell, as is often assumed, he was close enough to Edward to have been in the orbit of these wealthy Puritans.

It is worth noting that Catherine Boys was the granddaughter of a Marian exile. Approximately 500 Protestant families fled to Europe to escape the reign of Queen Mary I between 1554 and 1558. Christina Garrett did extensive research on the Marian exiles through which she followed the activities of their children and grandchildren. She has written that these families from different parts of England lived as immigrants abroad and learned how to organize and govern their own churches without the aid of bishops. Many of them spent time in Geneva and met John Calvin. When they returned to England they created the Puritan movement as an effort to replicate Calvin’s Geneva in their homeland. This was both a religious and political movement. Garrett sums up her findings in these words:
…the political significance of the Marian experiment is intrinsic: within it lies the genesis of that peculiarly English phenomenon, party—party that is, in anything like the sense in which the word is used to-day. As a political faction, a group of disaffected country gentlemen, for the most part closely related, left England in 1554: as a political party they returned to it again in 1558, augmented in numbers; allied for party ends with a body of protestant ministers; experienced in self-government untrammeled of bishops; trained in effective methods of propaganda; and actuated by a political philosophy that looked askance at the prerogative of kings. In 1559 these country gentlemen organized a secret cabal in Elizabeth’s House of Commons to fight the passage of the Supremacy Bill. In 1642 their descendants, in spirit and in the flesh, openly opposed the Crown in the Long Parliament, using as campaign documents the political pamphlets of the Marian Exiles (The Marian Exiles, 1553-1559, Cambridge University Press, 1938, page 59).


Garrett’s census of Marian exiles includes a group of surnames which correspond to some of the names found among the Presbyterian/Anglican web of the Eastern Shore. These include Hales (from Kent), Mason (from Kent), Stephinson or Stevins, Tailor (a Cambridge student), Parker (from Essex),  Baron, Roe, and Pretie (variant of Pritchett?). In addition, the Boys (from Kent) were connected to the Ewells through a 1640 marriage.  The repetition of these names alone cannot tell us very much, but the activities and the cohesive relationships of these residents of the Eastern Shore suggests the possibility of a historical connection. It seems likely that at least some of the relationships which formed the Presbyterian/Anglican web in Accomack and Somerset Counties had their origin in the Puritan movement in England.
